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My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
 We are blessed to be in the Season of Sacraments. Baptisms, Confirmation, Marriages and 
yes, even Ordinations abound. The seven sacraments are a vital part of our church. They are gifts 
given by God to help us to grow in faith, in order ultimately, for us to accept His supreme gift of divine 
life. 
 
 St. John Vianney said, "None of the other sacraments can be compared to the Eucharist.” St. 
John Paul II pointed out, “There can be no Eucharist without the priesthood, just as there can be no 
priesthood without the Eucharist.” 
 
 The priesthood, instituted by Christ at the Last Supper, confers on a man the power of 
consecrating and offering the body and blood of Christ. Thankfully, in the Diocese of Norwich, there 
are several young men who are discerning a call to the priesthood. 
 
 This weekend, May 4th and 5th, a diocesan collection will be taken up for the Seminary 
Education Fund.  Your gift will help defray the cost of educating men for the priesthood for service in 
the Diocese of Norwich. 
 
 Last year I had the pleasure of ordaining Father Frank Gilbert to the priesthood. Joining him 
this year will be Deacon Michael Castiblanco, who I will raise to the Order of Priest for service here in 
our Diocese on June 29th at the Cathedral of Saint Patrick.  On May 23rd at St. Mary Church in 
Stonington, I will be ordaining Mr. Michael Bovino of Pawcatuck to the transitional diaconate. I invite 
you to attend both ordinations. 
 
 Due to your prayerful attendance at the Monthly Holy Hour for Vocations, the Vocation Office 
presently has ten seminarians in formation for the coming academic year. As more men are saying 
yes to Christ, we also need to continue to say yes to educate them to the best of our abilities. Please 
consider in prayer what you can do to support the Seminary Education Fund.  
 
 Thank you for your many kindnesses and may God bless you for your commitment to our 
present and future seminarians.  
 
 God Love you and always be with you.  
 
       Sincerely yours in Christ, 

       
       Bishop of Norwich 

 


