
ST. MARY’S HAITIAN MINISTRY 
 

  My name is Denise Pillion and I am a parishioner at St. Philip the 
Apostle Church and also a member of St. Mary’s Haitian Ministry.  I would 
like to share with you my recent trip to Haiti. 
 First, let me explain my involvement with St. Mary’s Haitian Ministry.  
St. Mary’s church in Coventry is twinned with a parish in Les Palmes, Haiti 
through Outreach to Haiti.  Outreach to Haiti is sponsored by the Diocese of 
Norwich and has many programs such as twinning parishes, feeding 
programs, and medical clinics; and supports orphanages and hospitals in 
Haiti.  Les Palmes is a remote mountainous community 60 miles south of 
Port-au-Prince.  St. Mary’s Haitian ministry provides financial support for 
their secondary school through paying teacher salaries and scholarships for 
children to go to school.  Besides financial support, the twinning parishes 
share spiritual relationships and experiences.  This relationship has been 
growing for 13 years through visitations from members of St. Mary’s 
Haitian Ministry as well as other travelers to Haiti and yearly visits from the 
priest in Haiti to St. Mary’s in Coventry.  
  My most recent trip to Les Palmes was this past November.  I have 
made the trip for 5 years and each trip has been a life-changing experience.  
Haiti is the poorest nation in the Western Hemisphere and most families 
have no plumbing or running water, yet the Haitian people are rich in spirit 
and cherish family, faith and community.  I always return to the USA feeling 
very blessed for what I have and more faithful. 
 The people of Les Palmes are so welcoming and look forward to our 
visits.  They see us as a ray of hope and each visit solidifies our relationship. 
  Our ministry has witnessed the struggles of their poverty, and 
overwhelming, devastating natural disasters such as the Earthquake of 
2010, hurricanes and cholera.  Yet the Haitians are very resilient and 
continue to press on, mainly relying on their faith in God. 
  In November, our ministry saw many improvements and we were 
amazed at how such a poor country was able to rid the congested streets of 
the massive rubble left from the Earthquake of 2010.  Yet it saddened me 
to see so many children without shoes, begging for food.  There are still 
tent cities housing displaced Haitians from the earthquake.  As you drive 
out of Port-au-Prince you see people washing and bathing in dirty streams 
and your heart just aches. 



  As our adventure winds through the rural part of Haiti there is such 
beauty in the mountains yet a closer look shows the deforestation caused 
by mudslides from heavy rains.  These mudslides leave the soil barren and 
streams clogged with dirty run off.  The access to Les Palmes is a very 
narrow dirt road but this has been improved since the earthquake with 
drainage ditches and retaining walls.  Hurricane Sandy has caused sections 
of the road to be challenging as the mudslides and streams intersect the 
road making the ride difficult even in a 4-wheel-drive Jeep.  It takes 2½ 
hours to travel 15 miles.  Along the way you see Haitians living in huts, 
traveling on foot carrying their wares on their heads.  It is truly a picture 
out of National Geographic. 
 Once I arrived in Les Palmes, the people were so welcoming and they 
see our presence as a sign of hope.  We saw many improvements such as 
more children attending school, a sewing center and carpentry classes 
beginning.  These programs are funded by St. Mary’s Haitian Ministry.  
Some setbacks were also witnessed.  The Internet was damaged during 
Hurricane Sandy.  Many people looked very hungry due to their gardens 
and livestock being destroyed by the hurricane.  There is not enough food 
to feed grades 9-12 in school, therefore the children go without food all 
day.  Many of the children walk 2-4 hours one way to school.  You can see 
the hunger in their eyes.   
 When it is time to leave to go back down the mountain, I am 
saddened as these Haitians have embraced us as if we were family.  Our 
group leaves knowing much more work needs to be done, but thankful for 
the hospitality and progress seen. 
  If you would like to learn more about St. Mary Haitian Ministry or 
are interested in an immersion trip to Haiti, please contact Denise Pillion at 
denisepillion@sbcglobal.net, cell 860-617-3642. 
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