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My dear sisters and brothers in Christ, 
 
The theme for this year’s Respect Life Sunday is “Each of us is a masterpiece of God’s Creation.” This theme 

echoes Psalm 139:13-14 which states: “You formed my inmost being; you knit me in my mother’s womb. I praise you, 
so wonderfully you made me; wonderful are your works!” This psalm echoes what the Catholic Church has 
consistently taught from its very beginning. The Catechism of the Catholic Church states: “Since the first century the 
Church has affirmed the moral evil of every procured abortion. This teaching has not changed and remains 
unchangeable. Direct abortion, that is to say, abortion willed either as an end or a means, is gravely contrary to the 
moral life.” (#2271) It cites as evidence one of the earliest church documents, the Didache, which notes: “You shall not 
kill the embryo by abortion and shall not cause the newborn to perish.” All of us have been distraught by the recent 
wave of violence in the world, we celebrate the Prince of Peace and yet, peace seems to elude us. How can we 
expect to have peace in the world if we cannot protect the lives of the most vulnerable, the unborn, the elderly?  

 
For each of us to live this year’s theme we must also be vigilant to see “Each of us as a masterpiece of God’s 

Creation at the end of life.” Certain initiatives here in Connecticut and neighboring states have sought to introduce 
Physician Assisted Suicide. The argument is made that one should have the choice to end one’s life, even if it means 
falsifying documents indicating the exact cause of death and keeping the information private from family members. 
Again the teaching of the Church is clear: “Whatever its motives and means, direct euthanasia consists in putting an 
end to the lives of handicapped, sick, or dying persons. It is morally unacceptable.” The Catechism elaborates: “Even 
if death is thought imminent, the ordinary care owed to a sick person cannot be legitimately interrupted. The use of 
painkillers to alleviate the sufferings of the dying, even at the risk of shortening their days, can be morally in conformity 
with human dignity if death is not willed as either an end or a means, but only foreseen and tolerated as inevitable. 
Palliative care is a special form of disinterested charity. As such it should be encouraged.” There have been 
tremendous advances in hospice care and we acknowledge the heroic work of nurses and volunteers who maintain 
the dignity and quality of life of our loved ones. 
 

If we are to acknowledge that “Each of us is a masterpiece of God’s creation” it is important to first 
acknowledge it in ourselves. Respect life Sunday is also a moment to thank those who work in the mental health field, 
to thank those who work in our homeless shelters and soup kitchens, in short, all who work to build a more just 
society. St. Paul reminds us in scripture “when I am weak, then I am strong.” Pope Francis in a meeting last year with 
the Apostolic Movement for the Blind and the Little Mission for the Deaf, called for a “new attitude” which may be 
called a culture of encounter. For each of us to recognize in one another the “masterpiece of God’s creation” we are 
encouraged to follow Our Lord in Pope Francis’ words: “The sick or disabled person, properly starting from his fragility, 
from his limitations, can become a witness to encounter: The encounter with Jesus which opens to life and faith; and 
the encounter with the other, with the community. In fact, only those who recognize their own fragility and their own 
limitations can build fraternal relations and solidarity, in the Church and in Society.”  

To build a culture of encounter we need to recognize the most vulnerable in our midst. 
 

With every best wish, I am 
 
      Sincerely yours in Christ, 

 
Bishop of Norwich 

 

 


