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My dear sisters and brothers in the Lord, 
 
 On Palm Sunday, we begin Holy Week with the commemoration of Jesus’ entry into 
Jerusalem.  How quickly the joyful crowds shouting “Hosanna to the Son of David” (John 
12:13) became the jeering crowds crying out “Crucify Him, Crucify Him!” (John 19:15).  The 
welcoming crowd turned into the hostile mob and the palm branches laid before Him in 
welcome were replaced by the soldiers’ whips and clubs and a crown of thorns. 
 
 In this Year of Faith, the Church calls us to let God’s love reawaken in us the joy of 
believing and to renew the faith we profess, celebrate, live, and pray.  Condemned to death 
and crucified, the Son of God became the Lamb sacrificed to atone for our sins.  In His 
Passion, Death, and Resurrection, Christ reveals to us the fullness of God’s merciful love.  On 
the eve of His Passion and Death, Jesus gave the Church His Body and Blood in the 
Eucharist.  This memorial of His death and Resurrection is a pledge of His love, the Sacrament 
of His real Presence, and the means by which we share in His Passover.   

 
 Since the establishment of the Diocese of Norwich in 1953, hundreds of faithful priests 
have preached the Gospel, celebrated the Sacraments, especially the Eucharist, and faithfully 
served the Church. For the past thirty years, at Easter, we have remembered those retired 
priests who have been an inspiration to us through their effective priestly ministry.  At this 
sacred time, I ask for your prayers for our priests, especially those who are ill and in need of 
our prayers and our financial support due to their infirmities.  Let us pray for Pope Benedict XVI 
and his successor should one have been elected prior to the reading of this letter. 
 
 The Easter Collection is taken up for the needs of sick and infirm priests.  Last year 
(2012), the Easter Collection amounted to $180,455.00.  Yet expenditures for the care of our 
sick priests of this Diocese totaled $406,630.00—some $226,175.00 over what we received in 
last year’s appeal.  The money was spent for medical insurance for sick and retired priests, 
special housing needs, counseling, residential care, and monthly compensation for priests on 
sick leave. 
 
 Through your Easter gift you help to provide security and support for these devoted 
priests who have served our Diocese so well for so long.  They, who have so often in the past 
helped us, now turn to you for your help in their time of need.  May God bless your generosity 
to our infirm priests and may He reward your goodness.  May Holy Week be a time of renewal 
of faith and a rebirth of love for the Lord. 
 
      Sincerely yours in Christ, 

      
      Bishop of Norwich 

 


