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MEMO 

 

To: All Pastors and Administrators 

 

From: Bishop Cote 

 

Re: Special Collection for Recovery Efforts from Recent Storms in 

 Archdiocese of Oklahoma City and from other Natural Disasters. 

 

 Throughout the Diocese of Norwich, a Special Collection will be taken up at all Masses on the 

weekend of June 15 and 16, 2013, to assist with the recovery efforts due to recent storms in the 

Archdiocese of Oklahoma City and to address other natural disasters that the Church in this country may 

suffer.  The appeal is broadened in anticipation of additional disasters that may occur this year.  The 

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops is still responding to the needs of dioceses affected by 

Hurricane Sandy. 

 

 At the same time, please ask your parishioners to pray for victims of this disaster and include 

their intentions in the Prayers of the Faithful. We pray for all who have been injured or who have 

experienced the loss of family members, homes, and employment 

 

 In his letter to Bishops in the United States, Timothy Cardinal Dolan, Archbishop of New York 

and President of the Bishops’ Conference noted that the Church must be a primary source of healing and 

peace when tragedies occur.  “However, as is so often the case,” the Cardinal wrote, “the Church itself is 

both an aid responder and a victim.  So many of the Church’s structures have been damaged and their 

resources depleted.  This, of course, makes it more difficult to provide aid, comfort, and most 

importantly, the Sacraments to those in need.” 

 

 The funds received in this one-time appeal for 2013 storms and disasters will be used to support 

the efforts of the Bishops’ Conference and Catholic Charities, U.S.A., the official domestic relief agency 

of the Catholic Church in the United States.  This aid will help them in times of disasters to respond to 

urgent needs such as water, food, shelter, and medical care as well as to provide help in rebuilding after 

widespread destruction.   

 

 Please forward proceeds to this appeal to the Chancery and designate on the check, 2013 

Disaster Relief Fund. May the Lord bless those who generously offer the support of their prayers and 

treasure for this great need. 

 

Copy:  Ms. Janet West  

 


