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TO:  Mr. Carl Anderson, Supreme Knight  

         Most Rev. William E. Lori, STD Supreme Chaplin 

         Mr. Alton J. Pelowski, Editor, Columbia 

         Mr. Robert Moynihan, Editor, Inside the Vatican 

         My Brothers in Arms, Knights of the Order of Columbus 

 

FROM:  Robt. Arthur Drake, Catechetical Director 

              ‘Shema’ Tutorial (NCEA-NPCD) 

    St. Philip the Apostle Church, Warrenville, Connecticut 

Date: 7 March 2014 

 
SUBJECT: Knight School?  ‘Blessed is the man whose Hope is in the Lord!  
  
PRAYER:  (Sirach 15:14-17) When GOD, in the beginning created Man, he made him subject to 
his own free choice. ‘If you choose, you can keep the Commandments...’  It is most loyal to do 
HIS Will. There are set before you fire and water, to which ever you choose… stretch forth your 
hand.  Before Man are,  life and death and whichever he chooses shall be given him… Choose 
Life! “Hear O Israel… the Lord our GOD, the Lord is ONE.” 
 
 
             How can we comprehend or even contemplate “God with us?”  Through this awesome 
transformation, “the Word became flesh” (Syncatabases -- Eastern Orthodox) and Our Eternal 
Father assimilated into One of us, entering through the Holy of Holies, through the Arc of the 
New Covenant; our Blessed Mother, Mary.  He has placed Himself within our reach, to keep us 
in humility and filial confidence.  He has given us “Free Will,” and with formative Grace a 
greater, more profound responsibility to mankind beyond ourselves.  As Catholic, with that 
responsibility has an impact on who we are, as Christian’s seeking coexistence within an 
aggregate global community.  Man has not the Freedom, Liberty nor right to pass judgment on 
any effect which God deigns to produce through His own effort, His own Power in maintaining 
the Good under Construction.  
 

Brothers in Christ; Fellow Knights… Know this!!  Our lives are not our own. From 

womb to tomb we are bound to others; past to present, on through an unknown future.  

Consequences of an individual’s life repeat throughout eternity… By every crime or every 

kindness we birth our future.  Should I choose in my freedom the liberty to remain invisible?  

‘TRUTH’ would remain hidden.  We must fully comprehend ‘TRUTH.’  ‘TRUTH’ cannot be 

subdued or lost, hidden under cover of darkness, nor imprisoned; kept out of the light of reason.  

For Truth and Light are one in the same essence and someone already knows the Truth.  

Decisions we’ve made in our past correlate directly to who we are, setting conditions for who we 

shall become or seek to be for the duration of our lives and beyond.  

Brother Knights, we “Passover” into our 134th year as a fraternal organization whose 

genesis emerged as a light, upon a foundational Truth, from the darkness of latter day 

industrialization of 19
th

 century America.  Our Knighthood within this Order of Columbus has, 

in effect, exceeded any expectations stemming from the vision of Father Michael J. McGiveny, 

Assistant Pastor, St. Mary’s Catholic Church, nestled within a neighborhood of Yale University.  

Are we not called to serve?  Reaching out to meet the needs of neighbors wherever necessary?  

Further, we are asked to seek new pathways, from Pope Paul VI to our Francis I.  Much more are 

we searching avenues uniting men of faith and preparing families in the event of their untimely 

death.  Much more beyond primary tenets of this organization!  Are we not dedicated to serve the 
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intentions of who may be called onto the Seat of St. Peter?  Service to one’s family, with 

virtue…to one’s community with virtue, and to the Catholic Church as one virtuous family!  

As Knights, we are consistently called to accountability in truth and virtue, expounding 

loyalty, charity, courtesy, modesty, inclusive of self-denial and respect for another’s sense of 

worth and place.  All bound by a Fraternal sense of patriotism.  As this Order of Columbus 

experienced extraordinary growth, we took on new challenges focusing on service.  Perhaps now 

we can reach out through a learning process -- educating, preparing youth for adulthood beyond 

the age of Confirmation, extending a learning experience well into middle age and beyond.  This 

is the land where Freedom gave birth to Liberty as far back as the Mayflower Compact at 

Plymouth, Massachusetts; the Fundamental Orders in Connecticut’s Charter Oak; Jefferson’s 

Declaration of Independence, 1776; and James Madison’s Constitution of these United States, 

1789.   However, profoundly sad to witness in this land of the free, the very life of liberty’s 

purpose is forever compromised … ripped from American’s womb… the future of these United 

States. 

As we continued our growth into the early twentieth century, the Knights of Columbus 

maintained the “Good under construction,” a sense of purpose and place, establishing the 

Christopher Columbus Memorial Fountain in Washington, DC (1912) solidifying the Order’s 

commitment and participation within the social fabric of our nation.  Furthering a Commission 

on Religious Prejudice.  World War I witnessed the K of C tents welcoming anyone a place of 

rest and social services to all Allied military, regardless of faith, providing religious services 

and/or supplies.  Everyone was welcomed, regardless of creed, regardless of race, unlike other 

social welfare organizations that were prejudicial to minorities.  

At February Council meeting, the second Tuesday as is our custom, we were told that 

when saying the Pledge of Allegiance, we were not allowed to deviate from the way the Pledge 

was written, “not taking away from or adding to” the text of how we offered allegiance to our 

country.  Inquiring as to the reasoning for this directive, we were told the organization has been 

threatened by a lawsuit.  My thinking moved immediately across the Constitution, seeking 

answers from where the threat could originate. Of course!  The ACLU!  

 Pledging allegiance to the flag of the United States of America, to the Republic for 

which it stands, One nation, under God,.(given ‘FREE WILL’), Indivisible, with Liberty and 

Justice for all… born and unborn!”  Perhaps too much for someone’s sensitivities!   But abortion 

on demand or euthanizing the elderly is just fine??   How far have we fallen?  I ask you… 

America!  Which way, America!  It is a time to turn…  Which ‘WAY’ …to go??  This is our 

country and … we need to know!  Which ‘WAY’ America is choosing to go? 

Driving home I was frustrated beyond measure.  With over 48 hours of reflection and 

some serious prayer, discernment within the Most Holy Spirit opens my eyes and mind to His 

thoughts.  Often I seek answers within pages of Lectio Divina.  Other times it simply comes 

when reading my Breviary.  As Benedictine, an Oblate (Portsmouth Abbey), we search for Truth.  

Often I speak to my patron, St. Benedict, or another who visits me, St. Jose Maria Escriva (Opus 

Dei), accompanied by a Franciscan… A Seraphic, and Marian Doctor, John Duns Scotus…, 

between the 3
rd

 and 4
th

 hour in the morning.  They help me realize perhaps it would be odd to 

qualify those who have been born.  It should be a given that those who have safely made their 

way out of the womb are able to breathe in the Freedom of Life, Liberty and a pursuit of 

Happiness, here in America, or any nation on Earth!  This Freedom we speak of is Inalienable, 

given freely as ‘Free Will’ by our Creator … God!! 
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When we declare, “with liberty and justice for all,” this ideal is no longer true!  Why?  

Since Roe v. Wade our freedom has been curtailed due to the flagrant disregard of our fellow 

man.  Man’s inhumanity to mankind.  This has become a disposable society, an enculturated 

mindset, to simply discard and disregard what is no longer needed nor wanted.  A society bent on 

throwing anything away, from garbage to whatever doesn’t work or doesn’t neatly fit into our 

lives, especially from the womb… regardless, of consequence or cost.  

The Knights of Columbus initiated by our brothers some 64 years ago secured the public 

adoption of the phrase, “under God” to be placed into the Pledge of Allegiance?  In 1954, 

President (General) Dwight David Eisenhower signed into law that the two words “under God” 

be included in our Pledge of Allegiance. 

Was it not profound in purpose for the Knights, born from the vision of Father Michael J. 

McGivney, offering a sacrificial organization in fraternal union for Lay men of faith, opportunity 

to have an impact upon their own Faith Formation as a son of the Catholic Church, bound to 

Rome and the Holy See of St. Peter?  To encourage and support families of members who have 

passed?  To encourage, assist and support widows and orphans?  Further, that any allegiance to 

country would not conflict with our greater allegiance to our God and Sovereign? He who raised 

His Son, Jesus, from death? 

Shall we conclude that to avoid another battle with those who embrace a culture of death, 

using the Constitution against itself, advancing their own agenda to satisfy their own sense of 

right or wrong, we need to capitulate, compromising our integrity and sacred honor?  Which in 

fact moves our society further away from the moral standards and values that became 

foundational as the genesis of these United States?  This in mind, I can see and understand the 

position Pope Francis is taking with regard to these volatile issues that constrain our advance as a 

society predicated upon the Rule of Law.  Our position as Catholic Believers must suspend any 

self-righteous judgments and extend to our differing or indifferent brothers and sisters the 

impetus of Love and Forgiveness.  That though what they do is wrong they still have value with 

opportunity to choose from a righteous conscience.  

To argue and fight over moral issues inclusive of abortion or euthanizing the aged in 

effect creates a mindset in a continuous vexation.  We need to re-evangelize the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ, looking at the “Whole Gospel,” not simply the summation of its parts.  No longer are we 

of Judeo-Christian, Islamic monotheistic protocols able to establish a strong footing in 

juxtaposition with an immoral agenda, or worse an Amoral sense of place, vs. our moral stance 

firmly within Natural Law and the absolutes God has written on our hearts.  

This post-modern era presents an even deadlier opponent that uses our own laws against 

us in the courts, breaking down society’s moral infrastructure.  Moral Relativism has become 

their offensive weapon of choice.  No longer do we forge our moral precepts from a scripturally 

based continuum, upon reasoning taught from the books of the Old and New Testaments.  The 

enemy we now face has established a new continuum, a new battlefield with new armor, lethal in 

approach that espouses an offense that is A-moral in nature.  This entrenched position of 

indifference, beyond any immoral action.  Beyond any sense of right and wrong where the taking 

of life moves toward abject indifference as a way of living.  Societal indifference exhibits 

weakness, cracks in our own armor, social pressure points that compound corruptibility, allowing 

Mankind to move ever closer to the edge into an abyss of Amoral freefall.  

In reading the Torah, one sees the promises God makes in His planning for man’s 

Salvation.  What do we see, but a way of living established by the Prophets teaching His people 
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what is necessary for survival within a communion of individuals evolving from a tribe of 

nomads built into a nation called by name… Israel!!  And the Catholic Church is Israel’s 

offspring!! 

Pope Francis has assimilated the teaching of John XXIII, Paul VI and John Paul, 

followed by John Paul II, and Benedict XVI, galvanizing the transitional period through Vatican 

II that seeks reunification throughout the Christian world… we, from the Roman West, with the 

Orthodox East as the greater hurdle, and Anglican and Lutheran Communion to follow.  It will 

only happen with the Love Jesus having passed on to those who embraced His Gospel, beginning 

with His Baptism, and seeking Apostles to carry His Gospel throughout the Earth. 

Pope Francis has been given an extraordinary Grace that can only be seen as a pulse 

running through the veins of the Incarnate Word along vines extending from the source and 

summit as sons of this, His Catholic Church.  Francis has been given a vision that accentuates the 

Whole, notwithstanding any summation of its parts, especially within the framework of 

traditional Church.  The divine need to be made more visible, our labor becomes integrated into 

Our Father’s work at Creation, as well as the redemptive endeavor of the Word Incarnate.  

Raised on high, overcoming death, the Christ as the personification of Grace, extending God… 

His Father’s work … to greater levels: Operatio Dei. 

Our work now becomes the extension of Our Lord, Jesus.  Past Bishop and Prelate of 

Opus Dei, Alvaro delPortillo tells us about St. Jose Maria Escriva, founder of the Prelature, a 

most holy and humble man of the twentieth century.  Awareness of his personal weaknesses and 

lack of inner strength drove him closer to Jesus. Claiming at one point in time, “In no way, shape 

or form does he put up with Our Lord; rather it is Jesus, His Lord and Savior, who puts up with 

him, helping him, encouraging him, as well as waiting for him.” St. Jose Maria then exclaims to 

those listening, “How could I fail to understand your failings, when in fact, I am full of them 

myself?” 

Our Father Francis has this broader vision witnessing the greater construct where the 

Church catholic needs to go.  I believe it comes down to fully understanding the role “Freedom” 

has in our lives.  Personal freedom must be a priority so liberty can be brought full term allowing 

for a re-birth of mankind.  As I stated at the beginning of this position paper, “God has given us 

‘Free Will’ and what we do with that profound responsibility determines who we become.” 

Passing on what we do with “Free Will” carries so much more responsibility for every 

individual’s own Faith Formation.  Not simply with respect to self, but our roles where we are 

called to accountability.  As the head of one’s family, our need to engage as positive role models 

within our Parishes and our Dioceses, and what we can bring to the table as Knights of 

Columbus, in Council meetings assisting both Supreme and State levels organizationally. 

‘Free Will’ is God respecting our own personal freedom in making responsible choices.  

Given this Grace from Our Creator carries certain expectations, whereby we are called to a 

specific avocation.  In reaching out with a firm hand as Our Father, filled with Love, is seeking 

each individually, adopted Sons and daughters, in spite of ourselves in our weaknesses.  We are 

called to go the extra mile expressing every effort exercising that Freedom, that Free “Will” 

given.   

 Our Father… Francis is calling us to an opportunity to turn back … “Back to the Future!” 

… to a time of amendment before the Catholic Church had gotten off course with respect to fully 

assimilating and implementing the Gospel.  A time before she was more concerned with a 

hierarchical stature that would compete with the royal courts of State, or even her own ego!  
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How can we fail to respect the freedom of others?  Especially, with respect to another’s freedom 

or “Free Will,” especially within this pluralistic social genre of our Western Culture.  By forcing 

absolute truths into matters where individuals need to manipulate their own point of view based 

on their own interests, sub-cultural preferences and/or experiences only becomes problematic 

and perhaps brings out the worst in all of us.  Undermining any dignity of mankind is absolutely 

counterproductive.  Controlling social parameters underscores limitations of conscience.  Is this 

not disrespect of one’s neighbor?  “Back to the Future”!  Jesus, tells us before we can approach 

the Altar of God with our gifts we need first to make restitution with those we have offended.  

Regardless of who, Jew or Gentile, Christian or Muslim…even a non-believer.   Any effort on 

our part as Knights in this Order comes down to perception of roles as Catholic, Baptized men 

joined in Fraternal suffrage.  Together we can offer up our trials, our tribulations, to the forgotten 

and abandoned here in this world, in this life… as well as to the souls who have left this life 

awaiting their time in Purgatory to be fulfilled.  We must fully realize the importance of our 

efforts!  This is love in charity that we as Knights of Columbus need offer up in man hours 

throughout Parish Councils worldwide.  But furthermore, for each Parish Council to offer Knight 

School programs that guide Faith Formation across the generations goes a long way assisting 

Pastors, Bishops on up to the Seat of St. Peter.  Organizationally this makes a whole lot of 

sense!!! 

 Also within this proposal I would respectfully suggest that our ‘Columbia’ publication 

team with Mr. Robert Moynihan and ‘Inside the Vatican,’ a publication that brings governance, 

decision-making and problem-solving to a readership seeking answers with respect to our Pontiff 

and the Magisterium.  This would go a long way in maintaining important relationships that 

focus’ ongoing Formation of Our Faith from two distinct dimensions … from the governance 

perspective within the Vatican down throughout the rank and file of the Order, for the Good of 

the Order, under construction.  This can be a win/win endeavor that helps both organizations! 

Our Lord has expectations of us and efforts showing how we express our “freedom” in 

the choices we make in our lives for others.  Within this temporal existence, we are given 

opportunity to focus on spiritual aspects of eternal life preparing us within Christ, raised from 

death to a new, glorified life, living within, never to leave nor forsake us!  However we must 

integrate ourselves grafting onto Him, expressing deep-seeded faith based on our actions, being 

doers of the ‘Word’ grounded in lifelong Faith Formation…What I would refer to as Andragogy 

within the Holy Spirit. 

Alvaro delPortillo, successor to St. Jose Maria Escriva’ vision for Opus Dei, found 

fruition as Communion within the Most Holy Spirit shared with Blessed Monsignor Escriva. 

Blessed Prelate Bishop delPortillo accepted the baton, continuing onward, advancing St. Jose 

Maria’s envisioned endeavor.  Extrapolating from the Gospel his message, always prepared to 

give an account of how God has guided his efforts toward anyone seeking answers about God, as 

Yahweh Elohim (Trinitarian family).  Jesus’ redemption becomes our redemption. God declares, 

“I will lift up the Cup of Salvation.”(Ex 6). Jesus is (I Am) the 4
th

 Cup of the Last Supper 

Passover. In no way being constrained by time.   

Our efforts to integrate begin at our conception.  Grafted through the God-given Grace of 

His Will! Merging within us a small part of Himself… Our very Soul!  Assimilation as a grafting 

process, of our spiritual essence, infusing some finite measure of the “Good” from Our Father, as 

our Soul, superimposed within our Spirit.  Always the “Good under Construction”… a grafting 

onto the Christ, Jesus.  Thus remaining a reality outside of time!  We establish our raison d’être 

by seeking perpetual Faith Formation opportunity as ongoing renewal of purpose.  This 
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continuous Faith Formation process allows Christ to be seen where His life overshadows our 

lives.  So much so, the Christian should not be perceived as Alter Christus (another Christ) but a 

more profound transition similar to transubstantiation…Ipse Christus (Christ Himself)!! He is  

Personification of four expressions of redemption in the (4)four cups of the Passover Supper.  I 

will bring you out… I will deliver you… I will redeem you… I will take you… These four cups 

of wine represent God’s saving work (Opus Dei). 

To bring one out!!  Initially marking Israel, but the post- rejection period extends His 

Grace out over the Gentiles for those who believe Yeshua (Jesus) is the Messiah, as “Holy and 

blameless before Him.”  Thus enabling them to worship and serve Him in Spirit and Truth.  As 

the calling of each child of God to be sanctified or set apart unto God, to be given over to His 

worship and worship alone.  The second cup is of Deliverance…the third establishes redemption 

and the fourth cup is representative of being taken up by our following Jesus.  He redeems us 

with outstretched arms.  However the greater aspect of redemption has brought us nearer, 

granting us spiritual redemption. 

At the Passover Meal before His Passion, it was said that Jesus didn’t pour the fourth cup 

of wine.  Jews claimed His error as fraudulent…they could not see as their eyes remained closed.  

For He, as the Christ within the Son of Man, would become the 4
th

 cup Himself of His Last 

Supper Passover in going to the Cross as the Sacrificial Lamb of God, shedding His own Blood.  

Transforming water to wine at Cana for his Mother, His hour had not come… However, when it 

did, He transformed His body and blood into bread and wine in Consecration for every 

Communion, since the Last Supper, within the Catholic Church.  Establishing the Cup of Hope, 

for our “Hope is in the Lord!” 

Often, I think of one who is held in high esteem, Cardinal John Henry Newman and his 

pursuit of one singular constant in his life.  A quest for Truth! Newman purposed himself to that 

end, ever consecrating his endeavor in learning the Truths of Jesus, Word Incarnate.  Binding his 

life to the One, Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church, the Bride of Christ!!  As Cardinal Newman 

sought after Truth, so was the quest of Father Michael J. McGivney in establishing this Pontifical 

Order as Knights of Columbus was not just for the protection of families, but a vision of lifelong 

formation of Catholic men leading their families in one’s home, in one’s neighborhood, in one’s 

parish and diocese…Council by Council across these United States, Canada, Mexico, to Central 

and South America, the Philippines! Jesus sent out the Apostles to teach His Gospel to the ends 

of this earth.  Importantly, this Great Commission has been handed down to us through our 

Baptism.  The responsibility does not rest with His Priests alone as there is a far greater role for 

the Deaconate, Theologians and Catechetical Teachers in post-Conformation Faith Formation. 

Of equal importance within our fraternal endeavor, Knights of Columbus have the reach 

to re-educate…to re-evangelize our Catholic Brothers and Sisters with a new Hope for the 

Catholic Church grounded in a learning environment as stipulated by Our Lord to Peter at the 

Sea of Tiberius. (John 21: 15-17).  In listening, reading or studying how Our Lord, in the Most 

Holy Spirit, conveys a vision to Our Holy Father, Francis, how we must interact within this 

secular morally-challenged, relativistic society in which we find ourselves.  Even now, the 

United Nations, bastion of Civil Rights and Religious Freedom, pushes an agenda predicated on 

amoral thinking, challenging our Judeo-Christian Ethos.  

But the Holy Spirit is manifesting, as Trinitarian, within this latter time.  As He did for 

Israel in declaring, “Let My People Go so that they may serve, Me!”  Touching us in ways not 

realized in the past except within the infancy of the Church.  St. Jose Maria told us God seeks 
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His own, by extending His Holy Spirit through His Son, Jesus, into our presence reaching out to 

us, as we are, within our station in this life.  As God calls His own to serve Him, in and from our 

personal, ordinary, material…even secular endeavors within this day to day existence, we are 

witness to God within Christ, Jesus, working to bring Mankind into a sense of place where he is 

not conflicted, opening up to realities taught by His Gospel.  St. Benedict teaches us that work (et 

labora) within its own reality is for God, prayer when offered as sacrifice for the benefit of 

others.  Jesus waits on each of us daily, regardless of our station in life, albeit researcher, doctor, 

chemist, police, retail clerk, factory worker, mother, homemaker or carpenter; fisherman, 

fireman or chef…whatever our occupation; thief, drug addict or drunk, abortionist, pedophile or 

prostitute.  Regardless, either your glass is half full or half empty or your cup runneth over!!  

Each of us must become cognizant, as Jose Maria tells us…within our labor there is something 

yet holy, even divine, hidden within each situation.  But God gives us the Grace to seek and 

discover this holy, divine tangibility.  As a sense of place within our labor, change in ourselves 

can become far better than where we come from or to where we are and beyond… Protecting our 

Soul from the ravages of sin…Given part of a greater Good from God to protect at all costs… as 

Knights of Columbus, a family within a much larger family within the Catholic Church.  We 

have consecrated ourselves to the Petrine Office and he who sits upon the seat of St. Peter.  

Called by Our Father to let our light so shine before men, we must ask prayerfully for a New 

Pentecost, to never remain indifferent to the plight of Souls.  As children of God, we must care 

about all Souls, because each is important.  Seeking refuge within our Holy Mother of Good 

Counsel must be a priority in that none of us ever utters any offense against God, Son or Most 

Holy Spirit. We must remain committed to our neighbor in a filial sense. 

 It is my hope to initiate planning for the good of the Order within the Knights of 

Columbus.  To assist in research and development under the guidance from Supreme at New 

Haven, for working models of what I now refer to as “Knight School!”  Most of us in this 

country are aware of the concept of night school as individuals strive to gain a greater 

understanding of who we are, or for better opportunities of success in life.  Even within our own 

ranks, quality of life needs extended preparation beyond a basic education.  Many have gotten 

better jobs, new jobs and have assumed greater responsibilities by furthering their education in 

night schools.  

 It is time we the Knights of Columbus, step up and man up!  There are many within our 

rank and file who possess the natural ability to teach, or are professionally trained in the nuances 

of learning theory and problem solving technique within education and the classroom.  We can 

facilitate Faith Formation programs at the parochial level, providing learning environments for 

our brother members and their families within our councils, parishes and/or dioceses.  We can be 

of assistance to the teaching arm of the Church, the Magisterium. The Knights of Columbus can 

provide the organizational framework in areas of staff and formational development to offer a 

“Knight School” experience in Faith Formation.      

 Further, within our ranks, there is an Army of sales staff who can supplement this 

teaching arm of the Organization.  Training as sales representatives requires a vast knowledge 

that needs to be communicated to the consumer.  Sales representatives and teachers have a great 

deal in common.  Perhaps it is time to turn?  To re-educate, re-evangelize those fellow Catholics 

marginalized and forgotten, as well as our brothers and sisters we encounter every week, who are 

looking for leadership to accentuate a positive opportunity to grow their Faith.   

 This is a time to turn away from a present generational mindset that casts God’s people 

out upon a sea of moral relativism.  Re-open the schools that have been shuttered and lay 



8 

 

dormant.  At the very least they will pay for themselves.  Enter God’s people thirsting for 

knowledge of their Faith, bringing them closer to God in a post-Confirmation learning 

environment.  This is what Jesus envisioned when telling Peter….”Feed my sheep” on the shore 

at the Sea of Tiberius, before He was lifted up into heaven.  Feeding not only the lambs…the 

young, but tending the whole flock, including feeding His sheep as they mature beyond 

adolescence into their adult lives … as lifelong learners.  

 In creating a re-evangelization of the Gospel message, Pope Francis wishes the global 

Catholic Family to embrace a love of neighbor not seen through judgmental eyes.  Neither can 

we overcome this moral-relativism of our Post Modern Age which has undergone a societal 

metamorphosis of immeasurable proportion.  However, the K of C has the man power and the 

tools.  I believe the Becket Fund can speak for itself in underwriting cost effective support or 

matching resources.  Operating costs within each parish council prepared to offer a “Knight 

School” could be self-supporting.  However, large parishes may seek grant funding from the K 

of C based on adult learner numbers as the “Knight School” program grows.  

The logistics of which are actually easier than one might think!  I truly believe 

approaching this proposal out of academia grounded in curriculum and instructional 

development as well as educational administration such as budgeting and resource management 

would lend credence to this effort.  We cannot just throw empty words or resources at this beast 

of moral relativism…and expect change.  We must be Doers of the Word in Action for this Order 

to stand in support of the Bishop of Rome.  Any credible evangelization needs to be grounded in 

a learning environment, looking to re-evangelize those born pre-Vatican II to post Vatican II.  

Any New Evangelization for this post-modern era needs to be seamless from preschool early 

childhood education… on into a lifelong Faith Formation paradigm.  

As Papa Francis has articulated, we need to move closer to the Faithful.  “The Church 

needs nearness, proximity.”  We need to be prepared for triage upon the battlefield in taking up 

arms in the battle of evangelization.  I believe the Knights of Columbus can take on the battle 

engaging moral relativism upon the field of indifference.  By re-evangelizing an indifferent 

Christian mindset where the Church has not engaged the post-confirmation Catholic, leaving 

them to their own resources. “The Catholic Church has locked itself up in small minutia and 

small-mindedness.” Francis has stated clearly, “Jesus has saved us.”  Accept it for what it is…the 

work “is finished.”  Unfortunately, the Catholic Church has failed to grow and if it continues Our 

Lord may just well treat it like the ‘Fig tree’?? 

Our pastors, our priests…and yes, even many Bishops need to step away from their ego, 

look outside themselves and re-proportion responsibilities as shepherds, individually meeting 

their flock wherever they find each of the sheep, the many, the few or… simply ONE.   Again, as 

Jesus said to Peter, “As you love me, so tend my sheep” (John 21:15-17)  

As Knights of Columbus we are called to continue to support searching for new pathways 

wherever it is required. We cannot lose sight of what Pope Francis calls for… we can provide the 

substantive manpower for educating the faithful in parish halls and schools; stop dioceses from 

selling buildings and closing Catholic schools as well as other ideas you all may have.  K of C 

has the financial resources and personnel within our ranks to re-evangelize, preparing the future 

for the future.  Faith Formation as ongoing adult and family-oriented programs can create a 

learning experience that establishes lifelong expectation framed within a curriculum based on the 

Gospel.  There must be something greater than basic religious education.  We will take the 

Catechism of the Catholic Church and stretch it as far as we can in utilizing all the Church has to 
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offer the Catholic learner.  We will engage the mind through an academic enterprise that includes 

an academic curriculum, through arts, drama, film, music, the classroom…as it is all one 

curriculum to regard in its full measure (wholeness.)  Francis tells us to bind up the wounds of 

our closed mindedness, to regard each individual with a love that does not judge or criticize.  

Each individual must bear their own sin, seeking repentance through Christ, and with the 

guidance of a priest committed to his calling.  

When those who drafted, debated and ultimately placed name to paper, signing a 

document in Declaration of Independence from the monarchy of Great Britain, it set into motion 

a response to the first shots of the American Revolution.  As one who put quill to paper and 

signed his name and life to the birthing of the American Republic, Josiah Quincy rightfully 

realized the necessity, “We must fight against tyranny, big and small alike.”  We should muster 

“courage having a singular motive, Truth!  There cannot be prejudice against this youthful 

endeavor fighting for Truth within an unbound freedom abiding by the Grace of ‘Free Will.’  It is 

the youth of this world, in whose spirit and courage rest any hope of Freedom for all mankind.” 

 Stratford Caldecott has so eloquently presented in February’s Columbia, “Education & 

Evangelism: The Work and Promise of Evangelization” helps others to see, to hear, to 

understand, to reason and to engage in the world realizing perspectives in Faith and life-long 

formation of Catholic faith.  But it was Dr. Caldecott’s appraisal of “Pre-evangelization” as the 

start of a multidimensional process that needs “Continuity in Purpose.” 

 What would Continuity in Purpose look like?  Stratford Caldecott is patently clear on this 

point.  What it isn’t, in any measure, is “Proselytism” which I believe stems from Protestant 

origins.  We Catholics need to set our goals for an ongoing, life-long effort of self-

evangelization, such as reading the Bible and extending the effort to understand Jesus’ teachings.  

Not alone, but in groups of two or more sharing in your living room or the classroom.  

Catholic enculturation embraces a womb to tomb effect that stimulates learning within 

our affective domain.  Dr. Caldecott illustrates embracing works of art, music, song, poetry, 

sculpture and biographic writings as examples of how a curriculum facilitates growth and 

learning through prayer and exploring Sacred Scripture.  

St. Jose Maria established Opus Dei, a Prelature.  His vision of our responsibility is 

referred to as “the Way” written to help guide our lives toward God, with the tangible assistance 

of the ancient Catholic Church in establishing the Sacramental framework bound within the 

Mass.  The Magisterium being the teaching arm of Catholicism is reinforced by tradition as far 

back as the Apostolic age centered upon the teaching of Our Savior … the Way, the Truth and 

the Life… in fact, the personification of the Holy Spirit.  

 Dr. Caldecott’s teaching comes from the same Holy Spirit.  We Knights, within this 

Order of Columbus, must take on and shoulder this Cross borne by Our Lord over two millennia 

in the past. Continuity of Purpose for the Knights of Columbus as an organization; an Order 

consecrated by the Petrine Office, manifests a call to discipleship from Jesus through the Holy 

Spirit enjoined at Pentecost.  Doctrinal approaches are evidentiary, however foundational.  Pope 

Francis’ emphasis on living Faith must become accentuated by love.  Organic and breathing 

within a symbiosis of faith formation beyond a set of rules attempting to identify actual truth.  

Love of neighbor forms a sense of certainty in salvation beyond the grave.  Post-modern 

America, at large, has reduced Faith to an after-thought.  The substance of Faith is bound in 

Hope.  It becomes incumbent upon the Knights of Columbus to manifest Faith through 

Formational Program Development utilizing a collective arsenal of defense initiatives including 



10 

 

the organizational journal Columbia. Establishing a collaborative with Dr. Robert Moynihan, 

Editor, Inside the Vatican, would be a unique opportunity, bringing His Holiness and the Vatican 

into closer proximity.  Furthering our Councils’ sustainable supportive endeavors can be an 

outreach looking for Communion with Archbishop Timothy P. Broglio, Archdiocese for the 

Military Services, Worldwide. The Knights can support the AMS, sharing from their curriculum 

base and providing for greater opportunity to partner within any catechetical Learning 

environment. 

The Knights of Columbus must also look to NCEA/NPCD (National Catholic Education 

Association) and their official journal Momentum assisting in continued development of 

curriculum at the adult level (Andragogy). Bringing together multiple organizations that can help 

each other in facilitating greater competency for the ‘Good’ of the Order and the joint efforts 

organizationally putting more people (members of the Body of Christ) in close proximity as His 

Holiness, Pope Francis asks of the Shepherds…  

My vision comes from much prayer and discernment.  I really believe that what is seen here 

crosses dimensional boundaries and I sense His Holiness has been offered or may have seen the 

Holy Spirit suggesting change in the ‘WAY’ we accomplish what it is that needs to be 

accomplished.  I must say that I seek blessings from His Eminence Cardinal Wuerl, Archbishop 

of Washington, D.C. and St. Peter in Chains (Rome); His Titular See... MRev; William E. Lori, 

Archbishop of Baltimore (founding Diocesan See in America) and Supreme Chaplin; Order of 

the Knights of Columbus. Also, MRev; Joseph Kurtz, Archbishop of Louisville and President; 

USCCB (United States Council of Catholic Bishops) and their entire body,..  in line with Pope 

Francis and the Magisterium, we can stand shoulder to shoulder as a most formidable force for 

Good…the ‘Good under Construction!”   Encouraging that great Call to Service have you ever 

seen 3,000,000 of the world’s youth under one roof in Rio?  This has become the Holy Father’s 

mantra, Faith, Knowledge and Service…  It must all begin with “Bota fe” having Faith becomes 

the independent variable for sustaining for life… in Blessing yourself, In the Name of Father, 

Son and Holy Spirit? What you are actually saying is… I Am Jesus! The Way, the Truth and 

the Life! 

Dr. Caldecott describes in February’s ‘Columbia’ K of C Journal what Catholic Ethos is, 

and my hope in this proposal begs the question. Can this idea stand on its own merit?  I perceive 

this Ethos of Catholicity from an even older perspective, as Judeo-Christian.  Born from a stage, 

of pre-evangelization, much like today’s learning theorists for early childhood education.  

Researching French, Learning Theorist, Jean Piaget and the moral-Development strategies of Dr. 

Lawrence Kohlberg (Harvard), or the Language Acquisition research of Norm & Carol Chomski 

(Harvard) and draw correlations to the Judeo-Christian Ethos.  Isn’t the point of evangelization, 

as Dr. Caldecott imparts, to draw the individual into our tradition?  It becomes a process of 

enculturation. But then what happens?   

Faith, like anything else if simply based on memory (rote), especially doctrinal, not 

standing any test of time, most especially in this post-modern age.  Trying to place old Bible 

stories or what each stage of the Mass represents, is lost unless actual meaning has been 

reinforced over and over again; experienced from the formative years in early childhood prior to 

and beyond their First Communion, onward, up to and beyond Confirmation, or Bar Mitzvah.  

Again, onward through a child’s teens and into young adult, middle age, continuous throughout 

our lives into the autumn of our years.  This ongoing awakening of intelligence (andragogy) is in 

fact reasoning or seeking Truth to understand.   To fully comprehend remains the constant in 

progression for Truth.  In comprehending we enter a state of mind.  In comprehending Truth we 
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move beyond psychological states, becoming more aware, to think and rationalize in decision-

making and/or problem solving.  To comprehend is gaining knowledge, fully providing, or 

assimilating understanding, as meaning to person, place, objective or ideas presented.  To fully 

inquire, engaging in our Faith reaching forcibly into mind, body and spirit, remaining mindful of 

cognition and affect seeking discipline in pursuit of “Truth” along this continuum of life. 

Fideo et Ratio, John Paul II’s encyclical that re-defines Faith and Reason, established the 

‘plumb line’ to greater depths of purpose in our lives, maintaining our Continuity of Purpose.  

Penetrating walls of indifference and ignorance, reinforcing the ‘good under construction’… 

Faith and Truth are the two edges of the same sword, and when combined with Love can 

overcome and defeat Moral Relativism.  

 The Knights of Columbus must lead where none have dared to go before! Much like 

those men who fostered ideals memorialized in their signing our Declaration of Independence 

from the tyranny of kings.  During a conversation between Dr. Joseph Warren of Boston (1776) 

with a colonel from British aristocracy at the Liberty Tree Tavern, across from Paul Revere’s 

silversmith shop, an officer chided Dr. Warren on the lack of virtues within this rebellion that 

would doom it to failure!  Warren responded, “As Free men, we have our duty!  We cannot deny 

you yours!”  Brother Knights, I would reinforce the prophecy of Samuel Adams, signer of the 

Declaration of Independence, rightly stated and left for the history books for future generations, 

“the last shot of the American Revolution has not been heard,” as 18
th

 century British colonies in 

America answered the call!  Cannot the 21
st
 century Knights of Columbus do likewise? As our 

forefathers answered their call to liberty, extrapolating their raison d’être, in seeking human 

rights with Certainty of Purpose exercising freedom to worship according to the dictates of 

conscience, as opposed to the politics of their prince? 

Our Papa, Francis, sees a Church without parameters of constraint, not simply throwing 

down a welcome mat to fill pews and drop a buck in the basket.  He does not seek Pastors or 

priests who simply build a liturgy around two readings and a Gospel reading, and then deliver 

homilies about the weather, parish events, favorite sports teams or their vacations.  The people of 

God who embrace their salvation, wearing it on their sleeves…and in their hearts… do not want 

to see bishops and pastors (administrators) acting like the petty bureaucrats we have to suffer in 

the White House and Congress who are clueless and have a lobbyist mentality.  

As God is most merciful and He is confronted by sin, is HE not looking at the individual 

with Love?  Or does He simply condemn, rejecting the individual?  I think not!  We, who are 

sinners in our own right, must consider each fellow person.  In being human, we are called to see 

the human condition.  God, Himself, stated through Jesus, “I will never leave you, nor forsake 

you.”  As God is with us, as in Emanuel – Word Incarnate… we must accompany persons 

starting from their situations, their sense of place.  We must meet people where they are.  We are 

called to be merciful as God is merciful.  As this happens, the Holy Spirit enjoins us to our 

Liege.  Pope Francis indicates dogmatic and moral learning must take place outside of a vacuum 

within the organic environment of the affective domain of the Gospel.  The saving Love of God 

as ‘First Mover’ within the Trinity is has precedence over any religious imperative.  Francis 

favors homiletics as a touchstone measuring a pastor’s proximity and ability to meet his people 

where they are, and their desire for God’s Plan in their lives.  And we as Knights of Columbus 

are consecrated to foster our Pope’s agenda which can bring former Catholics back to the fold 

and provide certainty for today’s Catholic moving forward into the future.  
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We must seek God in every human life, overcoming any corruptibility that dares to tear 

down and destroy in some, either profound or tentative, capacity to inflict pain and suffering of 

mind, body and spirit.  John Paul I encouraged us to become seekers of Truth!  St. John Paul II 

declared in the onset of His Pontificate, “Do not be afraid!” His Holiness, Benedict XVI 

imparted an ecclesial responsibility as primary mission for the people of God…to become 

seekers of Truth through Spiritual and Apostolic renewal.  It is, in fact, a perpetual request for 

this Order of the Knights of Columbus to respond in kind. 

By establishing a far greater resolve through declarations of independence our profession 

of Baptismal Faith is in the fullness of Jesus, the Christ Incarnate.  Making more manifest our 

witness and passing the baton of Faith Formation to each succeeding generation throughout their 

own lives within Parish and Council in distinguished fidelity to the Order of Columbus whose 

loyalty and support in solidarity with the Petrine Office, to forever “Proclaim Liberty throughout 

All the Land…” Benedict XVI commissioned Supreme to pass on within each council 

throughout the Order for nations across the earth, a singular vision of reinforcement and new 

programs of a continuing nature.  Seeking to build upon Catechetical and Spiritual Faith 

Formation programs grounded in both Old and New Testament, the Promise and Fulfillment of 

God’s plan for Salvation. 

Cardinal Bertone, then Secretary of State for the Holy See, stipulated His Holiness’ 

wishes that “We” as an Order of Knights, in fidelity to our Baptismal promises, do so pledge our 

sacred honor in witness to the Truth.  Albeit quiet and unassuming, or outspokenly intoned from 

the ramparts of our Order, throughout the halls of Christendom, and of our Congress, to 

Parliaments, throughout the world….We are prepared to expound our Faith in Christ.  Our love 

of His Church, and further His Commission to deliver the Gospel bringing to light God’s 

Kingdom in this world.  

Isaiah (11:55) tells us, “God’s Word shall not return void.”  Perhaps fellow Knights, can 

we ask how far will we would go to assure our Father’s Word will be brought to these United 

States or any nation, impacting lives of any who seek God’s ‘Word’ in that their Soul will find 

rest within the womb of God from whence it came, given at conception?  We Knights of 

Columbus are, by Baptism, also Fishers of Men (Mt 4:19). Are we not called to do the same?  

Fishermen use nets to catch fish, a most important tool after the boat.  In our case Supreme 

Council and throughout, the Order becomes the boat or ship.  As nets are woven and interlaced, 

so too are people…netting and tied together with others strengthens the net as it grows larger.  

We become woven and joined, assimilated within the Holy Spirit, we accomplish so much more 

together.  As an Order of Knights, made up of many individuals, our strength is found within our 

interdependent nature.  Only together can we achieve more for our Catholic Church who needs 

us more than ever before.  We as Catholic and our leadership are on trial within the secular 

courts of Federal and State jurisprudence, including the courts of public opinion manipulated, 

even coerced by the bastion of the Fourth Estate…the press.  Whereby the First Amendment of 

our Constitution is bastardized and used by moral-relativists turning it against itself and many of 

the Bill of Rights, from their original intent. 

A number of years ago, in my classroom, I placed a poster on the wall, expressing the 

word “TEAM,” representing the theme that “Together Everyone Achieves More”  We as 

knights, working together as a TEAM, mending and cleaning our NETS, working in harmony 

with and for the Vatican in unity and fidelity with Pope Francis.  This justification is an idea 

whose time has come, an idea of profound and radical proportion.  The Knights of Columbus, as 

a Lay Apostate, could become a teaching arm as an extension of the Magisterium for Faith 
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Formation in support of His Holiness, casting our nets out upon the Holy Sea (See).  Keeping in 

mind first and foremost, our NET is but a tool!  Of greater value are the Souls we prepare and 

our loyalty to God’s Word.  We are to develop the character of a fisherman, as the men of 

Galilee.  Pope Francis has us seeking compassion for those individual souls who are lost. “Be not 

afraid!”  John Paul II declared.  Have the courage necessary to cast our collective net upon the 

earth.  We would do well in maintaining a Certainty of Purpose for the Knights of Columbus!  

The vision of whom we would become, as Father Michael J. McGivney so believed, inspired by 

the Holy Spirit, as fishers of men, we gently lift those souls, removing them from death into a 

beautiful life, both here… and in the next!  Preparing for… and waiting upon the Lord’s return, 

we are to keep our wicks trimmed and most importantly a supply of oil for the lamps.  PAX 

CHRISTI and Auspice Maria!! 

 

 


