
 Diocese of Norwich 
Office of the Bishop 

201 Broadway 
Norwich, Connecticut  06360 

(860) 887-9294 
       MOST REVEREND 

   MICHAEL R. COTE, D.D.          EASTER MESSAGE – 2013 
 

 
My dear brothers and sisters in Christ: 
 Happy Easter!  Easter, celebrates the core belief of our faith, the Resurrection of 
Jesus Christ.  In its ritual, the Church beautifully captures the significance of this great 
event.  The rich symbolism of the Easter Vigil Liturgy uplifts and inspires us as it 
celebrates the Resurrection of Jesus.  In that liturgy we celebrate Jesus’ victory over sin 
and death and with those first witnesses to the Risen Lord, we proclaim: “Yes, it is true.  
The Lord has risen. . . .” (Luke 24:35)   

In the first moments of Easter, fire is blessed and its radiant flames overcome the 
darkness of night.  The Risen Jesus illumines our world with the power of God’s love.  
Sin and death have been defeated and “Christ, our Light” leads us out of the darkness 
of night to a new day.  Enlightened by the proclamation of God’s redeeming word, we 
witness the celebration of the Baptism and Confirmation of those who receive the 
Sacraments of Initiation.  We are strengthened by God’s life in us through the renewal 
of our Baptismal commitment.  Commissioned through Baptism to follow Jesus, we 
embrace His Risen Life. 

On our recent pilgrimage to the Holy Land, I knelt in the tomb of Jesus, and I saw 
what Mary Magdala and the Apostles, Peter and John, observed.  It is that most 
remarkable sign of Jesus’ Resurrection.  The tomb was empty.  Kneeling there you can 
sense the amazement they experienced as they saw the burial cloths no longer 
wrapped around Jesus’ Body but like the tomb, empty of the Body they once covered.  
The Easter liturgy is filled with the joy and exhilaration of that moment when after His 
tortuous death and glorious Resurrection, Jesus stands before them fully alive and 
shows them the marks in His hands and side.  There is no doubt in their minds nor 
should there be in ours.  Jesus is Risen from the dead. 

During Lent, throughout our Diocese, Churches kept a Light On For You.  It was 
a light of welcome inviting you to experience God’s merciful love in the Sacrament of 
Penance.  This Easter, I hope that you will take time to celebrate Jesus’ Resurrection 
from the dead.  If you have been away from the Church and the practice of your faith, 
with the Father’s love and with a brother’s compassion, I welcome you home where you 
can celebrate Easter as a new beginning for your life in God.  Join us as we renew the 
promises that we made in Baptism to remain faithful to Christ and experience that 
peace that only the Lord can give to us. 
 I invite you to join with me in prayer to comfort our families whose loved ones are 
away from home this Easter, and to pray for those families whose loved ones are 
serving in the military, especially those serving in troubled areas of the world.  We pray 
that the peace of our Risen Savior abide with them and with all who celebrate the 
victory of Jesus’ Resurrection.  In Jesus’ Name, I greet you with His peace and I wish 
you all a happy and holy Easter! 
 Happy Easter! 
 
     Sincerely yours in Christ, 

      
          Bishop of Norwich 

 


