
March 22, 2015 
Fifth Sunday of Lent 

†Masses and Intentions† 
 

Sat   Confession 3:30-4:00 pm  
Sat Mar 21,   4:30 pm Mass at St. Philip 
For the Sick of Both of Our Parishes  
Sun Mar 22,   9:00 am Mass at St. Jude 
For the Sick of Both of Our Parishes  

Sun Mar 22, 11:00 am Mass at St. Philip 
† Benedict Tracy by Ursula Peters 
† John & Elsie Shea by Anne & John Shea 

Mon  No Mass  
Tues  No Mass  
Wed  Mar 25,   8:00 am Mass at St. Jude 
Wed   Mar 25,   7:00 pm Penance Service-St. Jude 
Thur Mar 26,   8:00 am Mass at St. Jude 
Thur Mar 26,   6:00 pm Mass at St. Philip 
Fri Mar 27,   8:00 am Mass at St. Philip 
† Catherine & Steve Muska by Memorial Mass Fund 

Adoration following Mass until 2:00 pm 
1:50 pm Divine Mercy Chaplet & Benediction 
7:00 pm Stations of the Cross at St. Philip 

Sat   Confession 3:30-4:00 pm  
Sat Mar 28,   4:30 pm Mass at St. Philip 
† Helen Ference by George Ference & Family 
† Francis Edward Velky by Robert & Linda Drake 
† Veronica Pittam Drake by Robert & Linda Drake 

Sun Mar 29,   9:00 am Mass at St. Jude 
For the Sick of Both of Our Parishes  

Sun Mar 29, 11:00 am Mass at St. Philip 
† Amalia Zaicek by The Family 
† Rose Sarnowski by Jane Crooke 
† Adrien & Caroline Bilodeau by Bill & Jeanette Karosi 

 OUR OFFERING OF THANKS TO GOD LAST WEEK 

 St. Philip Weekly Offering  $3,967.00 
 St. Philip Maintenance/Fuel Offering  $1,045.00 
 St. Jude Weekly Offering   $1,123.00 
 

MEMORIAL FUND TOTAL DONATIONS 
 St. Philip Memorial Fund Donated  $63,631.07 
     St. Philip Fund Balance  $  4,612.60 
 St. Jude Memorial Fund Donated  $14,975.00 
     St. Jude Fund Balance  $  5,347.52 
 

ATTENDANCE LAST WEEKEND 

Saturday 4:30 pm St. Philip          03/14/15    101 
Sunday   9:00 am St. Jude           03/15/15   108 
Sunday 11:00 am St. Philip          03/15/15   163 
                                                         Total:   372 

STEWARDSHIP: “I will be their God and they shall be 

my people.”  - Jeremiah 31:33. What does it mean to be 
God’s people?  It means we recognize that everything 
we have and everything we are belongs to God.  We 
aren’t “owners” of anything, we are merely “stewards” of 
the gifts God has given us. It means we are willing to use 
our gifts and our lives to care for our neighbors and the 
world, just as God cares for us. 
 

Blessed Mother Candle is lit for 
Mickey & John Stancil 
by John & Anne Shea. 

 
 

St. Philip & St. Jude Choir Rehearsal 
Sun, March 22nd at 6:30 pm at St. Philip’s.  
Diocesan Choir Rehearsal for those singing 
for the Chrism Mass on Monday,  March 23 
at 7:30 P.M. in Norwich. We will meet in St. 

Philip's Parking Lot at 6:15 P.M. for carpooling. 
 
 

PRAYER LIST: Gus Aiello, Elaine Fisher, 
Addie Specyalski, Robert Blain, Renee 
Delisle, Edward Sullivan, Mary Manning, 
John Ference, Victoria and Richard Santi, 
John Marcisin, Mikayla Wilcox, Rita Fogarty, Kenny 
Botting, Carol Davidge, Jacob Fletcher, Leslie 
Keeler, Margaret Pivonka, Vincent Aceto, Judd 
Kosakowski, Bill Karosi, Carolyn Tanajes, Carl 
Ringuette, Gianna Bergeron, Lynne Allevo, Bob 
Drake, Baby McCutcheon in Utero. Please let us 
know how people are, so we can update our list.  
 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: 
ST. PHILIP CCD Classes 9:30 am,         
Sunday, in the Parish Center.  
Confirmation: Sun, 6-6:45 pm in church. 

ST. JUDE classes Wednesdays: 
Grades 1-4 from 3:45-4:45 pm 
Grades 5-7 from 7:00-8:00 pm  
Confirmation: Grades 8 & 9, 7:00-7:45 pm 

 
 

WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY  
Wed, March 25, 10:00 am, St. Philip Rectory. 

 
 

PARISH MEETINGS: 
Prayer Shawl: Tue, Mar 24, 6:30 pm, Rectory. 
Women’s Bible Study: Tue, Apr 7, 10 am Rectory. 
Knights of Columbus: Tue, Apr 14, 7 pm, Parish Ctr. 

 

GOOD FRIDAY PASSION WALK 
April 3rd, 2:30 p.m. inside St. Philip's 
Church. Anyone who would like to 
participate, please join us at St. Philip's 
Church on Sunday March 22nd at 
noon for an indoor rehearsal. 
 

CONFESSION & PENANCE SERVICE 
ST. JUDE: Wed, March 25

th
, 7:00 pm. 

ST. PHILIP: Mon, March 30th, 7:00 pm. 
There will be 2 other priests available 
to hear confessions. 

 

ENVELOPES AND REGISTRATION FORMS 
If you are a new parishioner, please  
fill out a registration form and return 
it to the parish office. Forms are in the vestibule. 
 

Please note: you may put your Easter Flower 
envelope into the first collection any time this month. 



EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS AND READERS 
The Holy Week and April Schedules are 
now online. Ministers and Readers who are 
serving should receive theirs in the mail. 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 
Weekday Mass Stipend is $15.00. 
Holy Day and weekend Mass 
Stipend is $20.00. Please call the 
office to schedule Memorial Masses. 
 

PALM SUNDAY WEEKEND BAKE SALE 
NEXT WEEKEND!! 

Attention all St. Jude and St. Philip Parishioners!! 
Our annual Palm Sunday Bake Sale 
will be 9 am to 3 pm on Saturday, 
March 28th & Sunday, March 29th after 
Mass (if any items remain unsold). We 
need all kinds of baked items: pies, 
cookies, breads, candies or your specialty, and we 
need people to help set up the sale. Please 
contribute generously to this important fundraiser.   
 

THE LENTEN CROSS Yellow crosses are 
for children, violet for adults. Each week 
you may remove a small cross in a spirit 
of reparation. Once you read the practice, 
place the cross in the basket on the altar 

railing and during the week carry out the practice. 
The next week, when you have carried out the 
practice, place a paper flower on the Lenten cross. 
By the end of Lent, our Cross will have “blossomed” 
into a beautiful cross of flowers, a visual sign of our 
Lenten sacrifices, prayers and practices, offered in 
reparation for our sins and the sins of the world.  
 

HOLY SATURDAY “BLESSING OF THE FOOD” 
The Blessing of the Easter Basket is 
an Eastern European tradition. 
Various countries and villages have 
slightly different traditions all based on 
the following.  The basket typically 
contains a sampling of the foods to be eaten on 
Easter. The foods are placed in a wicker basket 
lined with a white linen or embroidered cloth.  It is 
often decorated with colorful ribbons and sprigs of 
greenery. Typical foods included are bread, Easter 
bread (babka), butter, horseradish, colored eggs, 
kielbasa, ham, bacon, sweet cheese, salt.   The 
basket is brought to the church to be blessed on 
Holy Saturday, April 4th at 11:00 am and the foods 
are to be eaten on Easter Sunday.  
 

BOY SCOUT TROOP 92 is holding a 
FLOWER SALE on Saturday, April 4 
from 9am to 3pm across the street 
from the library in Ashford.  Chocolate 
candy bars will also be available. 

LENT AND HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 
Wed, March 25, Penance service 7:00pm at St. Jude. 
Palm Sunday: regular Sunday Mass schedule. 
Monday: Penance Service 7:00 pm at St. Philip. 

Chrism Mass: Tuesday, 10:30 am at St. Patrick’s in 
Norwich. Let’s travel together. 
Wednesday: 8:00 am Mass at St. Jude. 
Holy Thursday: Mass 7pm at St. Philip’s – looking 
 for 12 volunteers to have their feet washed. 
Adoration 8-10 pm St. Philip’s. 
Good Friday: 2:30 Passion Walk at St. Philip. 
   3:00 Good Friday Service at St. Philip. 
Holy Saturday: 11:00 Blessing of the food St. Philip. 
  8:00 pm Easter Vigil Mass at St. Philip. 
Note: There is no 4:30 Mass on Easter Saturday. 
Easter Sunday: regular Sunday Mass Schedule. 

 

2015 ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL 

“Strength through the Holy Spirit” 

Each parish is responsible for a 
portion of the financial obligation it 
takes to meet the ministry, programs 

and services of our Catholic Church. Together, with 
other parishes, we are able to reach many more in 
need than our parish could ever reach alone. This 
appeal is a call to each of us to help keep the 
mission of our 25+ ministries and programs strong. 
Missions that reach out to our communities -helping 
those in need to find strength to overcome their 
hardships. Sometimes it’s hard to envision how one 
gift could make a difference in an organization the 
size of our Diocese, but it does! Please help the 
future of our ministries and programs. To make your 
pledge visit: www.norwichdiocesedevelopment.org  
 

Bishop Michael R. Cote, D.D., invites you to the 
CHRISM MASS at St Patrick’s in Norwich on Tues, 
March 31, at 10:30 a.m. The sacred Chrism is 
consecrated and the Oil of the Sick and the Oil of the 
Catechumens are blessed.  These oils are sanctified for 
use at the Cathedral and in all parishes for baptism, 
confirmation, the anointing of the sick and for the 
ordination of priests.  The oils symbolize the sacramental 
life of the Church.  ALL parishioners are invited. 
 

CATHOLIC WOMEN’S CONF. DIOCESE OF NORWICH 

Sat, April 11th, St. Bernard High School, Uncasville, 
CT. 8:30am-3:30pm. Speaker: Genevieve Kineke: 
wife, mother of 5, convert and author. $25, includes 
lunch. Office of Faith Events (860) 848-2237 Ext. 
312 or www.norwichdiocese.org.  Register by 
3/25/15. Late registration: $30. Students: $15. 
 

Faustina: Messenger of Divine Mercy, performed by 
actress Maria Vargo and directed by Leonardo 
Defilippis of Saint Luke Productions, will be 
presented at the Cathedral of St. Patrick on 
Tuesday, April 7th at 7:00 p.m. More info online. 

http://www.norwichdiocesedevelopment.org/
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Faustina: Messenger of Divine Mercy, performed by 
actress Maria Vargo and directed by Leonardo 
Defilippis of Saint Luke Productions, will be 
presented at the Cathedral of St. Patrick on 
Tuesday, April 7th at 7:00 p.m.  The event is 
sponsored by the Diocese of Norwich Office of Faith 
Events. Experience firsthand the life and message 
of Saint Faustina whose personal encounters with 
Jesus have inspired a world-wide devotion to 
Christ’s Divine Mercy. This drama also brings 
audiences a riveting modern story that makes Divine 
Mercy remarkably relevant and urgent for our world 
today.  The program is filled with all the elements of 
professional theater, runs 90 minutes, and is 
suitable for ages 13 and up.   
Admission is $12 for adults, $8 for youth 17 & under, 
or $25 for families of 3 or more.  Pay for tickets at 
the door. For tickets and additional information, 
contact Pamela Plasse, Office of Faith Events at 
(860) 848-2237 ext. 311 or 
pplasse@norwichdiocese.net or visit 
www.norwichdiocese.org. Watch the trailer & learn 
more at www.DivineMercyDrama.com. 

 
Principal Vacancy:  St Mary-St Joseph PreK-8 
School, Willimantic, Connecticut 
The successful candidate will be a practicing Catholic 
with an understanding of and a commitment to the 
mission of Catholic education.  In addition to a record of 
successful teaching, a master’s degree and Connecticut 
State Certification, bi-lingual (English/Spanish) fluency is 
preferred, as is demonstrated knowledge of curriculum 
and the qualities of potential leadership at the elementary 
level.  The principal will possess the ability to work 
effectively with teachers, parents and pastors, along with 
an understanding of the complexities of interactions 
which need to take place between the school and the 
Diocesan School Office.  The candidate should possess 
superior written and oral communication skills. 
The full position posting can be found on the diocesan 
website: www.norwichdiocese.org 
To apply, send a cover letter, current resume, three 
references and certification information to: 
superintendentdso@norwichdiocese.net  or 
Edward J. Shine, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 
Diocesan School Office 
43 Perkins Avenue 
Norwich, Ct 06360 
Screening begins April 15, 2015.  Resumes accepted 
until the position is filled.  
 

ALTAR SERVERS NEEDED 
Father Greg is in need of Altar Servers. If 
you would like to become an Altar Server 
please call the office or speak with Father 
Greg. Thank you. 

 

St. Bernard School, Uncasville  
Entrance Exam: Sat, March 28, 8:30 am – 12:15 pm.  
Register at www.beasaint.us 860-848-1271, ext. 108. 
 

THANK YOU TO OUR CLEANING ANGEL 
VOLUNTEERS AT ST. JUDE AND ST. PHILIP’S!  

You have been doing a wonderful job keeping the 
salt, sand and snow at bay these last 
weeks. Your hard work has not gone 
unnoticed! Now if the sun would 
cooperate we might even see spring 
arrive in a few short weeks. 

 

SATURDAY CHURCH CLEANING 
Thank you to those who have offered to clean St. 
Philip’s Church on Saturdays. If you would like to 
help out with this necessary task (especially this 
winter) please contact the office or Sue Harkness 
at 860-429-2822 to be put on the schedule. 
 

HOSPITAL AND NURSING HOME VISITS 
If your loved one is ill at home,  
hospitalized, or in a nursing home 
and would like Father Greg to visit 

them, please call the office or Father. Please 
provide their name, address, phone # and room #. 
 

RIDE NEEDED: Pat Lockey is in need of a ride to 
church. If anyone is able to pick up Pat for the  
11:00 am  Mass on Sunday at St. Philip’s, please 
call the office: 860-429-2860. Thank you. 
 

REMEMBER THE NEEDY IN OUR COMMUNITY.  
Food is collected all year, not just at the 
holidays. Please bring non-perishable 
foods to the church for distribution. We 
cannot distribute out of date food. 
 

GIFT CARDS ARE NEEDED Please consider 
donating gas cards from Cumberland Farms, and 
food cards from Big Y for requests that come from 
the needy in our community. Put them in an 
envelope marked "office" and place them in the 
collection basket. Thank you. 
 
 

The ASHFORD FOOD BANK distribution is usually 
the 4th Friday, from 7-9 am at the Living Proof 
Church of Ashford.  
 

The WILLINGTON FOOD PANTRY is open 2 days 
weekly: Mon, 4 pm - 6 pm, and Wed, 10 - Noon. 
Patrons must be Willington residents and be 
screened by the social worker. Folks can come once 
monthly (on the day of their choice) to select shelf-
stable food for their household. To apply, contact: 
Director, Youth, Family & Social Serv., Town of 
Willington, 40 Old Farms Rd. Willington, CT 06279. 
Phone: 860-487-3118; FAX: 860.487-3125 
Email: wyfss@willingtonct.org. 
 

http://www.divinemercydrama.com/
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BIRTHRIGHT OF WINDHAM:  
Please continue your donations because 
the needs continue throughout the year. 
Suggested donations: 
Pampers size 1-4 and wipes, wash cloths, 
towels, baby wash, lotion, shampoo, 

receiving blankets, newborn gowns, onesies, 
snowsuits & hats size newborn to 2T.  
 

Operation Rice Bowl: 

What you give up for Lent changes lives 
Lent is a time of opportunity for us to 
strengthen our faith through prayer, fasting, 
and almsgiving. These practices bring us 
closer to God and demonstrate our solidarity 

with those in need at home and around the world. This 
Lent make your sacrifices become opportunities to feed 
the hungry poor. Please participate in CRS Operation 
Rice Bowl and let the sacrifices you make for the hungry 
poor nourish them and may these sacrifices witness to 
the love that disciples of Christ have for all people, 
especially for the least of the Lord’s sisters and brothers. 
 
 

RELIGIOUS FREEDOM: Recently the state of California 
started forcing all health insurers in the state to include 
elective abortions in the health plans they sell. Other 
states will be putting the pressure on their health 
insurers, as well. This problem is addressed by the 
Health Care Conscience Rights Act (H.R 940). This 
measure adds a long-overdue conscience clause to the 
Affordable Care Act, and strengthens the Weldon 
amendment that forbids governmental bodies receiving 
federal Health and Human Services funds from 
discriminating against those who decline to take part in 
abortion or abortion coverage. Please support the Health 
Care Conscience Rights Act. (H.R. 940) by writing to 
your congressman or woman. If you haven’t done so 
already, please voice your opposition to the abortion and 
contraception mandate by calling President Obama at 
the White House at 202-456-1111 or U.S. Secretary of 
Health and Human Services Sylvia Mathews Burwell at 
202-205-5445. You may clarify that the mandate is in 
violation of our First Amendment right to religious 
freedom at: www.whitehouse.gov/contact. 
 

SHARE YOUR JOY! If you are celebrating a special 
event let us know so we can celebrate with you. 
 

SHOW YOUR SUPPORT FOR LIFE! 
“Choose Life” License Plates 
with smiling faces are promoting 
adoptions and traveling everywhere 

as a witness to Life and Love. Give a gift that keeps 
on giving, it’s so easy! Go to www.fund-adoption.org 
for info or to download an application form. This 
helps fund agencies such as Catholic Charities. 
 

Do you or someone you know need a Prayer 
Shawl? Contact: Carolann Hernberg: 860- 
487-0449, chernberg01@snet.net.  

Mass of Healing – Spiritual Renewal Center, 11 
Bath St., Norwich, CT @2:00 pm. Mondays, March 
23 & April 13. All are welcomed. Mass is on the 1st 
floor. Unbound Prayer Ministry: March 28 @ 
Spiritual Renewal Center, 11 Bath St, Norwich -By 
appointment only, please call 860-887-0702. 
 
  

INTERESTED IN LEARNING ABOUT ADOPTION?  
Catholic Charities provides services for all members 
of the adoption triad:  Infant adoption placements, 
domestic and international home studies and 
adoption searches. 860-889-8346 ext.282 or 
susansedensky@ccfsn.org for more info. 
Catholic Charities Adoption Program will hold 
monthly meetings for couples who are waiting to 
adopt or who want to learn about adoption. Catholic 
Charities Adoption Program will also be holding 
weekly Birth Mother Support Group meetings every 
Tues at 9:30 am at the Catholic Charities Office, 331 
Main St., Norwich. For info please call our Adoption 
Program  at 860-889-8346 ext. 282. 
  
 RACHEL’S VINEYARD RETREAT WEEKENDS If 
you are silently grieving after an abortion; healing, 
forgiveness and peace can begin with a Rachel’s 
Vineyard Retreat. “Project Rachel” is also a 
Diocesan outreach for anyone in need of healing. 
Priests in “Project Rachel” can help you through 
healing and forgiveness. Priests in Project Rachel 
ministry are there for you with God’s Grace and 
Mercy. A Spanish Retreat April 17-19 in RI call 
401-421-7833 ext.118. A Retreat April 24-26 in CT 
call 203-631-9030. Call 860-889-8346 ext. 283 or 
800-554-5173. Confidential. 
www.rachelsvineyard.org.  
 
 

MARRIAGE PREP CLASS FOR ENGAGED COUPLES 

“God’s Plan for a Joy-filled Marriage” 
April 10, 17, 24, 2015   6:30 pm-9:00 pm at St. 
Francis of Assisi, Middletown. 
To register for the 3 session class call: 
The Office of Family Life at 860-889-8346 ext. 283. 
 

MARRIAGE BUILDING AND REPAIR: Is your 
marriage tearing you apart, little or no 
communication, considering separation or 
divorce? Retrouvaille is a lifeline. A Retrouvaille 
weekend provides tools to heal, re-establish 
communication, and gain new insight into your 
marriage. A series of 6 sessions follows the 
weekend phase. Retrouvaille is Catholic in origin but 
open to all, helps to repair and build a stable, loving 
marriage. For info 413-525-1634. 
www.retrouvaille.org. Call confidentially 1-800-
470-2230, email 3001@retrouvaille.org or website 
www.helpourmarriage.com for info/registration. 

http://thechildrenfirst.org/ctform.htm
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PARENTS DIVORCING AND/OR RESOLVING CHILD 
CUSTODY ISSUES – participate in the court suggested 
Parent Education Program. Are you concerned about the 
effects of divorce, separation or family disruption on your 
children? Catholic Charities offers ongoing, monthly 
one day Parenting Education Classes in Norwich, 
Rockville and Middletown. A monthly 2- part 
Spanish/bilingual parenting education class is held 
in Willimantic. Attendance at both sessions in the 
Willimantic class is required for the certificate of 
completion. Fees apply and are determined by the State 
of CT. Please call 1-860-889-8346 ext. 260 for 
registration and monthly class locations and dates.  

 
Pregnant? Need help? CATHOLIC CHARITIES 
Pregnancy and Adoption Programs provide 
concrete help & answers. Call 1-800-BABYDUE, 
even if you simply want to talk.  
 
Marriage Encounter Weekend~ “We thought we 
had a great marriage, but now our love is so much 
deeper than anything we could have imagined!” 
Rediscover each other with a heart-to-heart 
Marriage Encounter. To register or for information 
call 860-376-0440.Email: meweekend@gmail.com. 
Website: www.wwme.org.  
 

Natural Family Planning Classes ~ For Married 
and Engaged. (NFP) is the safe and loving 
alternative to the dangerous chemical and synthetic 
hormonal side-effects of contraception and birth 
control. NFP is scientific and 99% effective for 
conceiving or responsibly postponing your baby. 
NFP can also help with fertility problems. Home 
Study and online are available. Classes are ongoing 
in our diocese, you also have the opportunity, if 
taking the CCLI Home Study course, to call our 
instructors with any questions or attend a class for 
free. Call the Collison’s 860-399-8265. 
www.ccli.org. Virtual Online and Home Study 
Course in English and Spanish also available. 
 

Eucharistic Adoration: two adorers are 
needed each hour after Mass on Fridays at 
St. Philip 9am to 2pm. We need people who 
can commit to one hour, as well as people 
able to substitute when necessary. All are invited.  
 

Home Buyers and Foreclosure Prevention 
Classes: For help with purchasing a home, fallen 
behind on mortgage payments or help with 
budgeting or filling out applications for EMAP. All 
services are provided free at Catholic Charities, 
a HUD approved Counseling Agency. The Free 
ongoing Foreclosure Prevention and 8 hour 
Home Buyers Education Classes are offered by 
Catholic Charities in Norwich, New London and 
Plainfield locations. Info: 860-889-8346 ext. 271.  

Love one another as I have loved 
you. As you do unto the least of 
your brothers, you do unto me. 

Familiar words – How can we put them into action? 
Ministering to the sick and elderly is a good 
beginning. St. Joseph’s Living Center, The ONLY 
Catholic healthcare facility in the Norwich 
Diocese, is seeking volunteers to join our chapel 
team assisting during 11 am daily Mass 
ESPECIALLY on the weekends. We also need 
volunteers to join our Vigil Team as we accompany 
our residents on their journey to eternal rest. If you 
hear God beckoning you, please call Sarah Perry at 
860-465-1107 ext. 124.  
 

ST. PHILIP AND ST. JUDE MEMORIAL FUNDS 
For easy access, Memorial Donation forms 
are now available on the parish website, and 
can be downloaded and printed.  

 
61ST U.S. NATIONAL PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES 
June 28-July 7, 2015. Accompanied by a medical 
staff, clergy and volunteers to assist the needs of 
the pilgrims. Register by Mar 25, 2015.Contact Fr. 
Joseph Allen, O.P., email: allenop@opfriars.org or 
the Lourdes Pilgrimage office: 1-877-276-7279, 
Email: lourdespilgrimageoffice@comcast.net.  
Website: www.lourdes-pilgrimage.com.  
 

 LIGHTHOUSE CATHOLIC CDS: There are NEW 
CDs with orthodox Catholic teaching and 
some excellent testimonies of individuals 
and their faith walk. Thank you for all 
your donations, they help to keep the 

program going. If you have questions or 
requests contact Donna Vertefeuille at 860-429-
4508 or email donna@vertefeuille.org. 
 
WAY OF THE CROSS ON GOOD FRIDAY 
APRIL 3, 2015, 6:00 P.M., CHELSEA PARADE 
The Most Reverend Michael R. Cote, Bishop of Norwich 
and leaders of other Christian Communities will form a 
prayer pilgrimage called the Way of the Cross. 
Remembering the suffering of Christ, the Procession will 
move from Chelsea Parade down Broadway and Union 
Street to Central Baptist 
Church.  We walk and sing in 
commemoration of Christ’s 
journey. 
We gather as Christians knowing that the Cross leads to 
the resurrection even today. 
In case of inclement weather, it will be held at the 
Central Baptist Church in Norwich. 
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Announcement Letter from Bishop Cote 

2015 Annual Catholic Appeal 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 

As a member of our community, it is during this Lenten season that I ask you to help your 
fellow neighbors.  A gift to the 2015 Annual Catholic Appeal will support our over 25 

ministries and programs serving eastern Connecticut, Fishers Island, NY and Haiti.     
“Strength through the Holy Spirit” is this year’s theme.  It is through your contributions 
that you will be able to provide strength to our ministries, helping these programs remain 

viable.  Our programs not only help those in our communities who are weary from life’s 
personal hardships, but they also support the educational, spiritual, and vocational needs 

of our diocese. 
Through the sacrament of Baptism, we are united in God’s community.  This unity is further 
strengthened at the sacrament of Confirmation, when the Holy Spirit bestows upon us the 

gifts of Wisdom, Understanding, Knowledge, Counsel, Fortitude, Piety, and Fear of the Lord.  
These gifts can be viewed as tools from God.  Tools that help us determine a direct path for 

ourselves and play an indirect role in the path of others.  
Lent is a time to grow more deeply in God’s grace.  As you pray, ask the Holy Spirit to       
bring forth in you the gifts that you have received.  In doing so, God will fortify your gifts     

and help you to: 
 Realize the importance of helping others and keeping God in your life 

 Comprehend God’s message 
 Know that we need to trust in God 
 Make the best choices – keeping God’s plan in our minds and hearts 

 Do what is right 
 Keep God in all that we do 

 Feel God’s presence every day and serve and respect Him 
And so I ask you to please put your faith into action.  There is an increased need in our 
diocese to help the poor among us.  Through our “Strength through the Holy Spirit” 

campaign, our ministries are able to help those in need find the physical, emotional and 
spiritual strength they need to soar above their hardships.  Just as Jesus taught, it is our 

responsibility to take care of our brothers and sisters in Christ.  Your contribution to the 
Annual Catholic Appeal does just this! 

I thank you and may God bless you during this Lenten season and always. 
Sincerely in Christ, 
Most Reverend Michael R. Cote, D.D. 

  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Diocese of Norwich will travel to Krakow in July, 2016 for 11 days with 
the Archdiocese of Boston.  The Norwich Diocesan group will follow the 
Young Adult catechesis track, appropriate for those college age and older. 

 
Proposed Itinerary  

  Friday, July 22    Depart Boston, overnight flight. 

  Sat, July 23     Arrive in Warsaw.  Tour of city and tomb of Fr. Jerzy Popieluszko. 

  Sun, July 24     Depart for Teresin, Basilica for St. Maximilian Kolbe. 

                                        Head for Czestochowa, the Black Madonna.  Arrive in Krakow.  

  Mon, July 25     To Auschwitz concentration camp. Later the Shrine for the Divine 

Mercy. 

           Welcome to Krakow dinner. 

  Tues, July 26     Explore the Stare Miastro of Krakow and visit the Cathedral. 

          Opening Mass in Blonia Park. 

 Wed, July 27     Morning catechesis followed by free time. 

 Thurs, July 28     Morning catechesis followed by arrival of the Holy Father. 

 Fri, July 29     Morning catechesis followed by the Stations of the Cross. 

 Sat, July 30     Mass for Archdiocese of Boston, followed by vigil. 

 Sun, July 31     Closing Mass.  Later the farewell evening dinner. 

 Mon, Aug 1     Return to USA/or extension trip to Zakopane/or extension to Rome  

 

 SEEKING YOUNG ADULTS AND YOUTH AGE 19 AND OLDER 
  Want to travel with minimal cost?     
  A multitude of Fundraising ideas and events are planned! 
  

 Contact:  Pamela Plasse        Office of Faith Events         
              Cell   (860) 333-4790            (860) 848-2237 ext 311 
                                                         pplasse@norwichdiocese.net    
  



  



 

 

Contact: Duane Hartley 
Office of Faith Events 
Phone 860-848-2237  X304 
dhartley@norwichdiocese.net 

199 Broadway 
Norwich, CT  06360 

Office of Faith Events 

Diocese of Norwich Pilgrimage 
 

              PHILADELPHIA, PA     September 24 – 27, 2015 
The Diocese of Norwich, Office of Faith Events is offering a Pilgrimage to participate in the Papal Visit, Mass 
and Canonization of Junipero Serra Ferrar. Tuesday, Sept. 24 – Sunday, Sept. 27.  

Travel Package includes: 

 Deluxe Motor Coach Transportation from Norwich to Philadelphia and back (4 days) 

 Hotel for 3 nights at the Comfort Inn North, Abescon, NJ (or similar) 

 Breakfast daily at the hotel 

 2 Dinners at Restaurants in Philadelphia Area 

 Luxury Motor Coach Transportation while in Philadelphia 

 Sight-seeing in Historic Philadelphia as well as visits to the various Shrines 

Per Person cost: $795 (double occupancy) 

       For further information please contact: 
       Duane Hartley, Assistant Coordinator of Faith Events  
       860-848-2237   X304 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 

Immaculata Retreat House 
289 Windham Road 
Willimantic, CT 06226 
(860) 423-8484 

 
 

HOLY WEEK RETREAT: Father Bill Mason, OMI will offer a Holy Week Retreat – “Sacred Time and Sacred 
Meaning,” beginning on April 1, 2015 and concluding on April 4, Holy Saturday, after Lunch.  The retreat will 
include the services of Holy Thursday and Good Friday.  Retreat fee is $250.00 per person.   

SENIOR RENEWAL DAY: Father Roger Couture, OMI invites all seniors to join him for this year’s series on 
the Parables. The next session – “Parable of the Prodigal Son” - is on Wednesday, April 15, from 9:00 AM 
to 1:00 PM.  Fee is $10.00 per person and it includes lunch.  Call (860) 423-8484 to register.   
 
ANNUAL FRENCH RETREAT:  Our Annual French (Bi-Lingual) Retreat will take place from April 17-19, 
2015.  This retreat has been held for the last 53 years, and is one of the highlights of our year.  Come and 
sing the French-Canadian songs of your youth.  The Retreat fee is $200.00 per person or $360 per couple.   
 
GARDENERS’ DAY OF RETREAT:  The Winter Day of Retreat was cancelled due to the blizzard.  Father 
Ron Meyer, OMI invites all gardeners, farmers, those who love to plant, to join in the Spring Day of Retreat 
with the theme of “Spring Delights” on April 28, 2015 from 9 AM –4 PM.  The fee of $25.00 per person 
covers the day and lunch.   
 

Holy Family Retreat Center, West Hartford  860-760-9705. www.holyfamilyretreat.org.   

Shawl Knitting Day Retreat: Saturday, Mar 28, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Hands to Work, Hearts to God, with Ruth 
Rolander. Join us as we knit, pray, share our faith journeys, and renew our sense of the presence of God in 
our lives. $65, includes lunch.  

http://860-760-9705/
http://www.holyfamilyretreat.org/


 

 
  



 


