
March 8, 2015 
Third Sunday of Lent 

†Masses and Intentions† 
 

 

Sat   Confession 3:30-4:00 pm  
Sat Mar 7,     4:30 pm Mass at St. Philip 
† Alvah Phillips by Magda Phillips 
Sun Mar 8,     9:00 am Mass at St. Jude 
For the Sick of Both of Our Parishes 

Sun Mar 8,   11:00 am Mass at St. Philip 
† Mary Waite by the McCutcheon Family 

Mon  No Mass  
Tues  No Mass  
Wed  Mar 11,   8:00 am Mass at St. Jude 
Thur Mar 12,   8:00 am Mass at St. Jude 
Thur Mar 12,   6:00 pm Mass at St. Philip 
Fri Mar 13,   8:00 am Mass at St. Philip 
† Catherine & Steve Muska by Memorial Mass Fund 

Adoration following Mass until 2:00 pm 
1:50 pm Divine Mercy Chaplet & Benediction 
7:00 pm Stations of the Cross at St. Philip 
 

Sat   Confession 3:30-4:00 pm  
Sat Mar 14,   4:30 pm Mass at St. Philip 
† Mary Edgerly, 3rd Anniversary by the Brndiar Family 
Sun Mar 15,   9:00 am Mass at St. Jude 
† Anne Huff by Howard Huff 
Sun Mar 15, 11:00 am Mass at St. Philip 
† Vincent & Rita Yulo by Ruth & Ralph Yulo 

 OUR OFFERING OF THANKS TO GOD LAST WEEK 

 St. Philip Weekly Offering  $4,281.00 
 St. Philip Additional Maintenance-Fuel   $   267.00 
 St. Jude Weekly Offering   $1,499.00 
 

MEMORIAL FUND TOTAL DONATIONS 
 St. Philip Memorial Fund Donated  $63,631.07 
     St. Philip Fund Balance  $  4,612.60 
 St. Jude Memorial Fund Donated  $14,975.00 
     St. Jude Fund Balance  $  5,831.78 
 

ATTENDANCE LAST WEEKEND 

Saturday 4:30 pm St. Philip          02/28/15     112 
Sunday   9:00 am St. Jude           03/01/15    119 
Sunday 11:00 am St. Philip          03/01/15    138 
                                                         Total:    369 

 
 

Office Closed Thursday, March 12th. 
 

STEWARDSHIP: “You shall not carve idols for 
yourselves in the shape of anything…” - Exodus 
20:4. How many “gods” do you put before God?    
“Idols” do not always take the shape of physical 
things, things we can touch and feel.   Those are 
easy to recognize.   Many times they take the form 
of things we cannot touch and are much harder to 
spot - pride, power, ego, comfort or health.   
 

To contact Father Greg in an 
emergency: 1-860-839-0664. 

St. Philip & St. Jude Choir Rehearsal Sunday, 
March 8th after the 11:00 am Mass at St. Philip's. 
 

Diocesan Choir Rehearsal for those singing 
at the Chrism Mass in Norwich, Sunday, 
March 15th after 11:00 am Mass. Meet in St. 
Philip’s parking lot for carpooling. 

  

PRAYER LIST: Gus Aiello, Elaine Fisher, Addie 
Specyalski, Robert Blain, Renee Delisle, Edward 

Sullivan, Mary Manning, John Ference, 
Victoria and Richard Santi, John Marcisin, 
Mikayla Wilcox, Rita Fogarty, Kenny 
Botting, Carol Davidge, Jacob Fletcher, 

Leslie Keeler, Margaret Pivonka, Vincent Aceto, 
Judd Kosakowski, Bill Karosi, Denise Beaudoin,  
Carolyn Tanajes, Carl Ringuette, Gianna Bergeron, 
Baby McCutcheon in Utero. Please let us know how 
people are, so we can update our list.  
 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: 
ST. PHILIP CCD Classes 9:30 am,         
Sunday, in the Parish Center.  
Confirmation: Sun, 6-6:45 pm in church. 

ST. JUDE classes Wednesdays: 
Grades 1-4 from 3:45-4:45 pm 
Grades 5-7 from 7:00-8:00 pm  
Confirmation: Grades 8 & 9, 7:00-7:45 pm 

 
 

WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY  
Wed, March 11, 10:00 am, St. Philip Rectory. 

 
 

PARISH MEETINGS: 
Prayer Shawl: Tue, Mar 10, 6:30 pm, Rectory. 
Knights of Columbus: Tue, Mar 10, 7 pm, Parish Ctr. 
Women’s Bible Study: Tue, Mar 17, 10 am Rectory. 

 
 

ENVELOPES AND REGISTRATION FORMS 
If you are a new parishioner, please  
fill out a registration form and return 
it to the parish office. Forms are in the vestibule. 
 

GOOD FRIDAY PASSION WALK 
The Passion Walk will be held outdoors 
(weather permitting) on Good Friday, 
April 3rd, at 2:30 p.m. Please sign up to 
participate. Rehearsals will be held at 
St. Philip on Sundays, March 15th and 22nd at noon. 
They will be outdoors, if possible, if not they will be 
held in church. If you have any questions please call 
the office or Don Wojciechowski at 860-887-8154. 
 

MASS INTENTIONS 
The weekday Mass Stipend will 
now be $15.00. The Holy Day and 
weekend Mass Stipend will remain 
the same at $20.00. Please call 
the office to schedule a Memorial 
Mass for your loved one(s). 
 

tel:1-860-839-0664
tel:860-887-8154


DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME 
Remember to turn your clock ahead one 
hour on Saturday night, March 7. 
 

NEW MASS SCHEDULE AS FOLLOWS: 
Monday & Tuesday No Mass 
Wednesday 8 a.m. St. Jude 
Thursday     8 a.m. St. Jude 
Thursday     6 p.m. St. Philip 
Friday          8 a.m. St. Philip 
    Adoration until 2:00 pm 
    Stations of the Cross 7 pm during Lent. 
Monday and Tuesday will be Father Greg’s days off. 
 

CONFIRMATION CLASSES on Sunday and 
Wednesday evenings will now be 45 Minutes long. 
Parents please note that students will need to be 
picked up 15 minutes earlier. 
 
RIDE NEEDED: Pat Lockey is in need of a ride to 
church. If anyone is able to pick up Pat for the 11:00 
Mass on Sunday at St. Philip’s, please call the 
office: 860-429-2860. Thank you. 
 

ALTAR SERVERS NEEDED 
Father Greg is in need of Altar Servers. 
If you would like to become an Altar 
Server please call the office or speak 
with Father Greg. Thank you. 

 

PALM SUNDAY WEEKEND BAKE SALE  
March 28 & 29. It’s not too early to 
begin preparing. We will need all kinds 
of baked items: pies, cookies, breads, 
candies or your specialty, and we 
need people to help set up the sale. 
 

THE LENTEN CROSS at the front of the 
sanctuary is covered with small crosses 
with a Lenten practice printed on the 
reverse side. The yellow crosses are for 
children, violet for adults. Each week you 

are encouraged to remove a small cross in a spirit of 
reparation. Once you read the suggested practice, 
place the cross in the basket on the altar railing and 
during the week carry out the practice suggested. 
On the following week, when you have carried out 
the practice, place a paper flower, found at the altar 
railing, on the large Lenten cross. By the end of 
Lent, our Lenten Cross will have “blossomed” into a 
beautiful cross of flowers, a visual sign of our Lenten 
sacrifices, prayers and practices, offered in 
reparation for our sins and the sins of the world.  
 

St. Bernard School, Uncasville  
Entrance Exam: Sat, March 28, 8:30 am – 12:15 pm.  
Register at www.beasaint.us 860-848-1271, ext. 108. 

THE SOLEMNITY OF ST. JOSEPH 
Join the parishioners of St. Joseph Parish in North 
Grosvenordale as they celebrate St. Joseph. 
WHEN: Wednesday Night, March 18th 
TIME: Solemn Mass at 6:00 pm. 
Following Mass all are invited to a Dinner to Honor 
St. Joseph in the Church Hall. Please RSVP by 
calling 860-923-2361 no later than March 16th. 
 
 

THANK YOU TO OUR CLEANING ANGEL 
VOLUNTEERS AT ST. JUDE AND ST. PHILIP’S!  

You have been doing a wonderful job keeping the 
salt, sand and snow at bay these last 
weeks. Your hard work has not gone 
unnoticed! Now if the sun would 
cooperate we might even see spring 
arrive in a few short weeks. 

 

SATURDAY CHURCH CLEANING 
Thank you to those who have offered to clean St. 
Philip’s Church on Saturdays. If you would like to 
help out with this necessary task on Saturdays 
(especially this winter) please contact the office or 
Sue Harkness at 860-429-2822 and you will be put 
on the schedule. 
 

HOSPITAL AND NURSING HOME VISITS 
If your loved one is ill at home,  
hospitalized, or in a nursing 
home and would like Father Greg 
to visit them, please call the 
office or Father. Please provide their name, 
address, phone number and room number. 
 
CATHOLIC WOMEN’S CONF. DIOCESE OF NORWICH 

Sat, April 11th, St. Bernard High School, Uncasville, 
CT. 8:30 am-3:30 pm. Speaker: Genevieve Kineke: 
wife, mother of 5, convert and author. Office of Faith 
Events (860) 848-2237 Ext. 312. 
 

ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL 
Thank you for your past support of 
the 2014 Annual Catholic Appeal.  
Through your generous donations, 

many organizations were able to help needy people 
and programs throughout our Diocese, as well as 
supporting the Outreach to Haiti program.  
 
BIRTHRIGHT OF WINDHAM:  

Please continue your donations because 
the needs continue throughout the year. 
Suggested donations: 
Pampers size 1-4 and wipes, wash cloths, 
towels, baby wash, lotion, shampoo, 
receiving blankets, newborn gowns, 

onesies, snowsuits & hats size newborn to 2T.  

http://www.beasaint.us/
tel:860-923-2361
tel:860-429-2822
tel:%28860%29848-2237%2C%20Ext.%20312


REMEMBER THE NEEDY IN OUR COMMUNITY.  
Food is collected all year, not just at the 
holidays. Please bring non-perishable 
foods to the church for distribution. We 
cannot distribute out of date food. 
 

GIFT CARDS ARE NEEDED Please consider 
donating gas cards from Cumberland Farms, and 
food cards from Big Y for requests that come from 
the needy in our community. Put them in an 
envelope marked "office" and place them in the 
collection basket. Thank you. 
 
 

The ASHFORD FOOD BANK distribution is usually 
the 4th Friday, from 7-9 am at the Living Proof 
Church of Ashford.  
 

The WILLINGTON FOOD PANTRY is open 2 days 
weekly: Mon, 4 pm - 6 pm, and Wed, 10 - Noon. 
Patrons must be Willington residents and be 
screened by the social worker. Folks can come once 
monthly (on the day of their choice) to select shelf-
stable food for their household. To apply, contact: 
Director, Youth, Family & Social Serv., Town of 
Willington, 40 Old Farms Rd. Willington, CT 06279. 
Phone: 860-487-3118; FAX: 860.487-3125 
Email: wyfss@willingtonct.org. 
 
 

Operation Rice Bowl: 

What you give up for Lent changes lives 
Lent is a time of opportunity for us to 
strengthen our faith through prayer, fasting, 
and almsgiving. These practices bring us 
closer to God and demonstrate our solidarity 

with those in need at home and around the world. This 
Lent make your sacrifices become opportunities to feed 
the hungry poor. Please participate in CRS Operation 
Rice Bowl and let the sacrifices you make for the hungry 
poor nourish them and may these sacrifices witness to 
the love that disciples of Christ have for all people, 
especially for the least of the Lord’s sisters and brothers. 
 

RELIGIOUS FREEDOM: The Catholic Church invests in 

the common good, for instance, by establishing and 
running schools, hospitals, universities, charities and 
social services. Our government and society have long 
relied on them for help and taken advantage of the vast 
network that churches and religious institutions provide 
to aid people in need and to help form good citizens. But, 
when we are told we’ve got to stop being who we are, to 
put aside our beliefs, or plainly go against our 
conscience in order to be allowed to contribute to the 
common good, we must speak out. If you haven’t done 
so already, please voice your opposition to the abortion 
and contraception mandate by calling President Obama 
at the White House at 202-456-1111 or U.S. Secretary of 
Health and Human Services Sylvia Mathews Burwell at 
202-205-5445. You may clarify that the mandate is in 
violation of our First Amendment right to religious 
freedom at: www.whitehouse.gov/contact. 
 

SHARE YOUR JOY! If you or a loved one are 
celebrating a special event let us know so we can 
celebrate with you. 
 

SHOW YOUR SUPPORT FOR LIFE! 
“Choose Life” License Plates 
with smiling faces are promoting 
adoptions and traveling everywhere 

as a witness to Life and Love. Give a gift that keeps 
on giving, it’s so easy! Go to www.fund-adoption.org 
for info or to download an application form. This 
helps fund agencies such as Catholic Charities. 
 

Do you or someone you know need a Prayer 
Shawl? Contact: Carolann Hernberg: 860- 
487-0449, chernberg01@snet.net.  
 

PARISH MISSION OF RENEWAL & HEALING   
Please note change of dates due to weather. “Come 
and be Refreshed!” is the Theme of the Mission.   
March 8-10, 7:00 pm at St. Joseph Church in 
Chester co-sponsored with Our Lady of Sorrows, 
Essex. Presented by Fr. Ray Introvigne and Mrs. 
Judith Hughes, Co-Directors, Spiritual Renewal 
Services, Diocese of Norwich. We will pray for 
spiritual, emotional, psychological and physical 
healings. Those attending will receive a Papal 
Blessing. All are welcome! The following Saturday,  
March 14, there will be a One Day Life in the Spirit 
Seminar at St. Joseph Church Hall from 9:00 am to 
4:00 pm with a Mass.  If possible, please call Mike 
Berdensey at (860) 304-6839 to register for the 
Seminar. 
 

Mass of Healing – Spiritual Renewal Center, 11 
Bath St., Norwich, CT @2:00 pm. Mondays, March 
9 & 23. All are welcomed. Mass is on the 1st floor. 
  
 

Leaders and Prayer Group Members Meeting, 
Part II:  Saturday, March 14 from 9:00a.m.-3:00 p.m. 
Spiritual Renewal Center, Norwich, CT. Please bring 
your lunch. Great teaching and fellowship. 
 

INTERESTED IN LEARNING ABOUT ADOPTION?  
Catholic Charities provides services for all members 
of the adoption triad:  Infant adoption placements, 
domestic and international home studies and 
adoption searches. 860-889-8346 ext.282 or 
susansedensky@ccfsn.org for more info. 
Catholic Charities Adoption Program will hold 
monthly meetings for couples who are waiting to 
adopt or who want to learn about adoption. Catholic 
Charities Adoption Program will also be holding 
weekly Birth Mother Support Group meetings every 
Tues at 9:30 am at the Catholic Charities Office, 331 
Main St., Norwich. For info please call our Adoption 
Program  at 860-889-8346 ext. 282.  

http://thechildrenfirst.org/ctform.htm
mailto:wyfss@willingtonct.org
http://www.whitehouse.gov/contact
http://www.fund-adoption.org/
http://us.mc839.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=chernberg01@snet.net
tel:%28860%29%20304-6839
mailto:susansedensky@ccfsn.org


 RACHEL’S VINEYARD RETREAT WEEKENDS  
If you are silently grieving after an abortion; healing, 
forgiveness and peace can begin with a Rachel’s 
Vineyard Retreat. “Project Rachel” is also a 
Diocesan outreach for anyone in need of healing. 
Priests in “Project Rachel” can help you through 
healing and forgiveness. Priests in Project Rachel 
ministry are there for you with God’s Grace and 
Mercy. Retreat March 13-15 in RI call 401-421-7833 
ext.118.  
Retreat April 24-26 in CT call 203-631-9030.  
Call 860-889-8346 ext. 283 or 800-554-5173. 
Confidential. www.rachelsvineyard.org.  
 

Marriage Encounter Weekend~ “We thought we 
had a great marriage, but now our love is so much 
deeper than anything we could have imagined!” 
Rediscover each other with a heart-to-heart 
Marriage Encounter. To register or for information 
call 860-376-0440.Email: meweekend@gmail.com. 
Website: www.wwme.org.  
 

MARRIAGE PREP CLASS FOR ENGAGED COUPLES 

“God’s Plan for a Joy-filled Marriage” 
March 13, 20, 27, 2015   6:30 pm-9:00 pm at Our 
Lady of Lourdes, Gales Ferry. 
April 10, 17, 24, 2015   6:30 pm-9:00 pm at St. 
Francis of Assisi, Middletown. 
To register for the 3 session class call: 
The Office of Family Life at 860-889-8346 ext. 283 
 

MARRIAGE BUILDING AND REPAIR: Is your 
marriage tearing you apart, little or no 
communication, considering separation or 
divorce? Retrouvaille is a lifeline. A Retrouvaille 
weekend provides tools to heal, re-establish 
communication, and gain new insight into your 
marriage. A series of 6 sessions follows the 
weekend phase. Retrouvaille is Catholic in origin but 
open to all, helps to repair and build a stable, loving 
marriage. For info 413-525-1634. 
www.retrouvaille.org. Call confidentially 1-800-
470-2230, email 3001@retrouvaille.org or website 
www.helpourmarriage.com for info/registration. 
 

PARENTS DIVORCING AND/OR RESOLVING CHILD 
CUSTODY ISSUES – participate in the court suggested 
Parent Education Program. Are you concerned about the 
effects of divorce, separation or family disruption on your 
children? Catholic Charities offers ongoing, monthly 
one day Parenting Education Classes in Norwich, 
Rockville and Middletown. A monthly 2- part 
Spanish/bilingual parenting education class is held 
in Willimantic. Attendance at both sessions in the 
Willimantic class is required for the certificate of 
completion. Fees apply and are determined by the State 
of CT. Please call 1-860-889-8346 ext. 260 for 
registration and monthly class locations and dates.  

Pregnant? Need help? CATHOLIC CHARITIES 
Pregnancy and Adoption Programs provide 
concrete help & answers. Call 1-800-BABYDUE, 
even if you simply want to talk.  
 

Natural Family Planning Classes ~ For Married 
and Engaged. (NFP) is the safe and loving 
alternative to the dangerous chemical and synthetic 
hormonal side-effects of contraception and birth 
control. NFP is scientific and 99% effective for 
conceiving or responsibly postponing your baby. 
NFP can also help with fertility problems. Home 
Study and online are available. Classes are ongoing 
in our diocese, you also have the opportunity, if 
taking the CCLI Home Study course, to call our 
instructors with any questions or attend a class for 
free. Call the Collison’s 860-399-8265. 
www.ccli.org. Virtual Online and Home Study 
Course in English and Spanish also available. 
 
 

Eucharistic Adoration: two adorers are 
needed each hour after Mass on Fridays at 
St. Philip 9am to 2pm. We need people who 
can commit to one hour, as well as people 
able to substitute when necessary. All are invited.  
 

Home Buyers and Foreclosure Prevention 
Classes: For help with purchasing a home, fallen 
behind on mortgage payments or help with 
budgeting or filling out applications for EMAP. All 
services are provided free at Catholic Charities, 
a HUD approved Counseling Agency. The Free 
ongoing Foreclosure Prevention and 8 hour 
Home Buyers Education Classes are offered by 
Catholic Charities in Norwich, New London and 
Plainfield locations. Info: 860-889-8346 ext. 271.  
 

Love one another as I have loved 
you. As you do unto the least of 
your brothers, you do unto me. 

Familiar words – How can we put them into action? 
Ministering to the sick and elderly is a good 
beginning. St. Joseph’s Living Center, The ONLY 
Catholic healthcare facility in the Norwich 
Diocese, is seeking volunteers to join our chapel 
team assisting during 11 am daily Mass 
ESPECIALLY on the weekends. We also need 
volunteers to join our Vigil Team as we accompany 
our residents on their journey to eternal rest. If you 
hear God beckoning you, please call Sarah Perry at 
860-465-1107 ext. 124.  
 

ST. PHILIP AND ST. JUDE MEMORIAL FUNDS 
For easy access, Memorial Donation forms 
are now available on the parish website, and 
can be downloaded and printed.  

http://www.rachelsvineyard.org/
mailto:meweekend@gmail.com
http://www.wwme.org/
http://www.retrouvaille.org/
mailto:3001@retrouvaille.org
http://www.helpourmarriage.com/
http://www.ccli.org/


61ST U.S. NATIONAL PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES 
June 28-July 7, 2015. Accompanied by a medical 
staff, clergy and volunteers to assist the needs of 
the pilgrims. Register by Mar 25, 2015.Contact Fr. 
Joseph Allen, O.P., email: allenop@opfriars.org or 
the Lourdes Pilgrimage office: 1-877-276-7279, 
Email: lourdespilgrimageoffice@comcast.net.  
Website: www.lourdes-pilgrimage.com.  
 

EnCourage Support Group ~ EnCourage is the 
Catholic spiritual support group for the family 
members of loved ones with same-sex attraction. 
For more information on the support group meetings 
held the first Tuesday of the month at 6:30pm at St. 
John Church, Montville, please call the Family Life 
Office at: 860-889-8346 ext. 283.  
 
 LIGHTHOUSE CATHOLIC CDS: There are NEW 

CDs with orthodox Catholic teaching and 
some excellent testimonies of individuals 
and their faith walk. Thank you for all 
your donations, they help to keep the 

program going. If you have questions or 
requests contact Donna Vertefeuille at 860-429-
4508 or email donna@vertefeuille.org. 
 
ALL WELCOME: the Hungarian Social Club 
would like to cordially invite the public on Sunday, 
March 22th, 2015 from 12:00 noon to 3:00 p.m. 
Hungarian Dinner, Music, & short Commemorative 
program following dinner. This is a great after 
Church activity. Limited Walk-in tickets available at 
door. Come enjoy homemade chicken and stuffed 
cabbage like Grandma used to make! 
A Hearty Dinner will include European favorites like 
Stuffed Cabbage, Baked Paprika Chicken, potato, 
and prune pastries. Adults $20 donation. Children 
under 12 eat FREE. A limited number of dinner 
tickets will be available at the door. To ensure you 
get a ticket, a dinner reservation is advisable. 
Please contact Iren Muzsi (860) 375-3390 33 Gottier 
Drive, Vernon, CT 06066, or send a check by March 
14, 2015 to guarantee in advance your Meal will be 
available.  
The Tradition: Hungarian Freedom Day celebrates 
the Hungarian people’s demands in March 1848 for 
Freedom of Religion, Freedom of press, a national 
bank, and abolition of feudal conditions. 

Faustina: Messenger of Divine Mercy,  St. Luke 
Productions’ newest one-woman live performance, 
is based on the life and message of Saint Maria 
Faustina Kowalska (1905-1938),  a Polish visionary 
whose personal encounters with Jesus have 
inspired a devotion to Christ’s Divine Mercy.  A 
parallel modern story within the drama offers 
audiences a compelling personal connection to the 
current moral issues of our times. (PG-13)  Starring 
professional actress Maria Vargo, this live drama 
includes technological artistry in the form of a 
majestic orchestral soundtrack, theatrical lighting, 
and a video backdrop that sets the story in a 
historical yet relevant context. 
Tuesday, April 7, 2015, 7:00 pm  
Cathedral of St. Patrick, 213 Broadway, Norwich CT   
06360 
Admission payable at the door:  
$12 Adults, $8 Students, $25 Maximum family fee 
Divine Mercy Sunday (1st Sunday after Easter) was 
named by Pope John Paul II at the canonization of 
St. Faustina on April 30, 2000.  Then, it was officially 
decreed by the Vatican. Available for sale this 
evening are Faustina books, videos and other 
Divine Mercy items. Sponsored by the Office of 
Faith Events: contact Pamela Plasse (860) 848-
2237 ext. 311 or    pplasse@norwichdiocese.net 
 

CATHOLIC PILGRIMAGE TO ROME June 8 – 20, 
2015, with Papal General Audience, the Shrines of 
Italy including Montecassino, Padre Pio, Assisi, 
Lanciano, Padua, Exposition and viewing of The 
Shroud of Turin & The Passion Play in Sordevelo, 
Italy. Nonstop air from JFK. For more info or a flyer 
please call Michael Milano at 1-800-773-2660. 
 

  

mailto:allenop@opfriars.org
mailto:lourdespilgrimageoffice@comcast.net
http://www.lourdes-pilgrimage.com/
mailto:donna@vertefeuille.org
mailto:pplasse@norwichdiocese.net
tel:1-800-773-2660


 
  



    

                                              Diocese of Norwich 

                                Office of the Bishop 
                                201 Broadway 

                                  Norwich, Connecticut  06360 
                                (860) 887-9294 

 
       
          MOST REVEREND 
       MICHAEL R. COTE, D.D.      
        
 
       January 26, 2015 
 
 
My dear sisters and brothers in Christ, 
 
 As we begin these forty days of Lent, Jesus instructs us on how we should live this holy 
season.  “This is the time of fulfillment.  The Kingdom of God is at hand.  Repent and believe in 
the Gospel.” (Mark 1:15)  The message, while familiar, strikes at the very heart of how we are to 
live Lent and how we are to live as Jesus’ disciples. 
 
 Time is not to be wasted.  It is a precious gift. Now is the time of fulfillment.  In time, Jesus 
became flesh and lived among us and, in time, Jesus died for us and rose again from the dead. It 
is in time that we receive God’s grace and, through the power of the Holy Spirit, we become His 
daughters and sons. The Kingdom of God is at hand. We must be attentive to Christ and learn 
how to live.  
 
 “You know the time has come: you must wake up now; our salvation is nearer than it was 
when we were converted.” (Romans 13:11)  In a sense, Lent is our wake-up call to repent for our 
sins and to embrace the Gospel.  The mandate to repent requires that we root out sin from our 
lives.  Selfishness, often the root of sin, blinds us from seeing Christ and it deafens us from 
hearing the Gospel.  Once the veil of selfishness clouds our vision, we have begun to close the 
door to Christ.  For those who are so turned in on themselves, the needs of others – the hungry 
poor, the homeless, the elderly, the infirm – hold no importance. 
 
 As disciples of Jesus, the vocation to serve others, without counting the cost, or 
calculating the risks, or minding the inconvenience, comes from our love for Christ and our desire 
to be like Him.  Embracing Christ as our Brother and our Savior strengthens our willingness to 
serve the least of His brothers and sisters. Christ opens our eyes to our need for repentance for 
sin.  
 
 Lent is not only our preparation for Easter; it is also our preparation for life in Jesus Christ.  
Prayer, fasting, almsgiving are good Lenten practices and they are also the staples of life with 
Christ.  They are the means to change our lives, to turn away from selfishness, to repent, and to 
embrace the Gospel of Christ. 
 
 Prayer helps us to hear God’s voice and to deepen our awareness of God’s Presence in 
our lives.  Fasting strengthens our need for God as it reminds us that the Lord nourishes and 
sustains us. It is not by bread alone that we live. Almsgiving aids us in rooting out the sin of 
selfishness as we share with the needy by realizing that God’s blessings are meant to be shared 
with others. 
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 Our Lenten practices should become part of our daily lives. Prayer, fasting, almsgiving, the 
frequent reception of the Sacraments of the Eucharist and Penance coupled with  the reading of 
Sacred Scripture, the Rosary, and the Way of the Cross prepare us for Easter and for life.   
 

Lent is a time of fulfillment.  We must wake up now.  The Kingdom of God is at hand. We 
are citizens of that Kingdom, a Kingdom of peace, justice, and love. “Repent and believe in the 
Gospel.” 

 
May our Lenten journey strengthen our love for Christ and for one another so that His 

peace may be ours and our lives may be His.  
 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

 
Bishop of Norwich 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Diocese of Norwich will travel to Krakow in July, 2016 for 11 days with 
the Archdiocese of Boston.  The Norwich Diocesan group will follow the 
Young Adult catechesis track, appropriate for those college age and older. 

 
Proposed Itinerary  

  Friday, July 22    Depart Boston, overnight flight. 

  Sat, July 23     Arrive in Warsaw.  Tour of city and tomb of Fr. Jerzy Popieluszko. 

  Sun, July 24     Depart for Teresin, Basilica for St. Maximilian Kolbe. 

                                        Head for Czestochowa, the Black Madonna.  Arrive in Krakow.  

  Mon, July 25     To Auschwitz concentration camp. Later the Shrine for the Divine Mercy. 

           Welcome to Krakow dinner. 

  Tues, July 26     Explore the Stare Miastro of Krakow and visit the Cathedral. 

          Opening Mass in Blonia Park. 

 Wed, July 27     Morning catechesis followed by free time. 

 Thurs, July 28     Morning catechesis followed by arrival of the Holy Father. 

 Fri, July 29     Morning catechesis followed by the Stations of the Cross. 

 Sat, July 30     Mass for Archdiocese of Boston, followed by vigil. 

 Sun, July 31     Closing Mass.  Later the farewell evening dinner. 

 Mon, Aug 1     Return to USA/or extension trip to Zakopane/or extension to Rome  

 

 SEEKING YOUNG ADULTS AND YOUTH AGE 19 AND OLDER 
  Want to travel with minimal cost?     
  A multitude of Fundraising ideas and events are planned! 
  

 Contact:  Pamela Plasse        Office of Faith Events         
              Cell   (860) 333-4790            (860) 848-2237 ext 311 
                                                         pplasse@norwichdiocese.net    
  





  



 

 

Contact: Duane Hartley 
Office of Faith Events 
Phone 860-848-2237  X304 
dhartley@norwichdiocese.net 

199 Broadway 
Norwich, CT  06360 

Office of Faith Events 

Diocese of Norwich Pilgrimage 
 

              PHILADELPHIA, PA     September 24 – 27, 2015 
The Diocese of Norwich, Office of Faith Events is offering a Pilgrimage to participate in the Papal Visit, Mass and 
Canonization of Junipero Serra Ferrar. Tuesday, Sept. 24 – Sunday, Sept. 27.  

Travel Package includes: 

 Deluxe Motor Coach Transportation from Norwich to Philadelphia and back (4 days) 

 Hotel for 3 nights at the Comfort Inn North, Abescon, NJ (or similar) 

 Breakfast daily at the hotel 

 2 Dinners at Restaurants in Philadelphia Area 

 Luxury Motor Coach Transportation while in Philadelphia 

 Sight-seeing in Historic Philadelphia as well as visits to the various Shrines 

Per Person cost: $795 (double occupancy) 

       For further information please contact: 
       Duane Hartley, Assistant Coordinator of Faith Events  
       860-848-2237   X304 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



  

 

 

 

 

Diocese of Norwich 
Office of the Bishop 

201 Broadway 
Norwich, Connecticut  06360 

(860) 887-9294 
 

             MOST REVEREND 
        MICHAEL R. COTE, D.D.      

       
 
 
      January 15, 2015 
 
 
 
Dear Father, 
 
 This year’s flu outbreak is cause for concern and is likely to escalate. In view of this significant 
public health concern, I am recommending the following diocesan-wide precautions be taken when 
celebrating Mass. 
 

 Parishioners should refrain from shaking hands and/or embracing in favor of a nod or bow to those 
around them. 

 Distribution of the Precious Blood should be suspended for the present. 

 Priests as well as Ministers of Holy Communion should continue to observe appropriate sanitary 
measures in distributing the Eucharist. Hand-sanitizing liquid should be generously available. 

 When the flu danger has subsided, the restoration of the customary practices concerning the sign 
of peace and the distribution of the Precious Blood are decided at the discretion of the Pastor. 

 
 As we continue to pray for all the sick, let us remember those who suffer from the flu and their 
caregivers and healthcare workers.  
  
 With every best wish, I am 
 
      Sincerely yours in Christ, 

 
Bishop of Norwich 

  

 



 

Immaculata Retreat House 
289 Windham Road 
Willimantic, CT 06226 
(860) 423-8484 

 
 
SENIOR RENEWAL DAY:   Father Roger Couture, OMI invites all seniors to join us for this year’s series on 
the Parables. The next session – “Parable of the Tenants” - is on Wednesday, March 18 from 9:00 AM to 
1:00 PM. Fee is $10.00 per person and it includes lunch. Call (860) 423-8484 to register.  
  
MARRIED COUPLES RETREAT:  We invite married couples to come, from March 13-15, 2015, to spend a 
wonderful weekend entitled “Sacred Movement: Sacred Moment.”  The weekend is facilitated by three 
married couples and Father Ron Meyer, OMI. Retreat fee is $340.00 per couple. Grace is unlimited, but 
space is limited, so register early at (860) 423-8484. 
 
HOLY WEEK RETREAT:  Father Bill Mason, OMI will offer a Holy Week Retreat – “Sacred Time and 
Sacred Meaning,” beginning on April 1, 2015 and concluding on April 4, Holy Saturday, after Lunch. The 
retreat will include the services of Holy Thursday and Good Friday. Retreat fee is $250.00 per person.  
 

GARDENERS’ DAY OF RETREAT:  The Winter Day of Retreat was cancelled due to the blizzard.  Father 
Ron Meyer, OMI invites all gardeners, farmers, those who love to plant, to join in the Spring Day of Retreat 
with the theme of “Spring Delights” on April 28, 2015 from 9 AM – 4 PM. The fee of $25.00 per person 
covers the day and lunch.   
 
HOLY WEEK RETREAT:  Father Bill Mason, OMI will offer a Holy Week Retreat – “Sacred Time and 
Sacred Meaning,” beginning on April 1, 2015 and concluding on April 4, Holy Saturday, after Lunch.  The 
retreat will include the services of Holy Thursday and Good Friday.  Retreat fee is $250.00 per person.   
 

Holy Family Retreat Center, West Hartford  860-760-9705. www.holyfamilyretreat.org.   

Women’s Evening Retreat: Wednesday, Mar 18, 6-9 p.m. What Would You Have Me Do For You? with Sr. 
Eileen Dooling and Joan Linley. This evening of reflection will focus on the healing that is the gift of self-
compassion, and our personal response to Jesus’ question to the blind man, “What would you have me do 
for you?” $40, includes dinner. 
  
Shawl Knitting Day Retreat: Saturday, Mar 28, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Hands to Work, Hearts to God, with Ruth 
Rolander. Join us as we knit, pray, share our faith journeys, and renew our sense of the presence of God in 
our lives. $65, includes lunch.  

http://860-760-9705/
http://www.holyfamilyretreat.org/


 

 
  



 


