
  March 6, 2016 
The Fourth Sunday of Lent 

†Masses and Intentions† 
 

Sat   Confession: 3:30 – 4:00 pm  
Sat Mar 5,    4:30 pm Mass at St. Philip 
† Maria Louisa Urias by Joan & Donald Galenski 

Sun Mar 6,    9:00 am Mass at St. Jude 
† Pauline Plante by Janice Kneeland 
Sun Mar 6,  11:00 am Mass at St. Philip 
† Louise Cote Gundersen by The Cote Family 
 

Monday and Tuesday Penance Services 
Mon Mar 7,    7 p.m. Penance Service St. Jude 
Tue Mar 8,    7 p.m. Penance Service St. Philip 
 

Wed Mar 9,    8:00 am Mass at St. Jude 
For the Deceased Members of Both of Our Parishes  

Thurs Mar 10,  8:00 am Mass at St. Jude 
For the Sick of Both of Our Parishes 

Thurs Mar 10,  6:00 pm Mass at St. Philip 
For Our Parishes 

Fri  Mar 11,  8:00 am Mass at St. Philip 
† Catherine & Steve Muska by Memorial Mass Fund 

Adoration following Mass; Divine Mercy 
Chaplet  1:50 pm; Benediction 2:00 pm 

Fri     7:00 pm Stations of the Cross at St. Philip 
                        for both parishes. Please join us! 
Sat   Confession: 3:30 – 4:00 pm  
Sat Mar 12,   4:30 pm Mass at St. Philip 
† Mae S. Miller by R. Tamsin  

Sun Mar 13,   9:00 am Mass at St. Jude 
Sun Mar 13, 11:00 am Mass at St. Philip 
† Vincent & Rita Yulo by Ruth & Ralph Yulo 
 

OUR OFFERING OF THANKS TO GOD LAST WEEK 

 St. Philip Weekly Offering  $3,252.00 

 St. Philip Easter Flowers  $1,526.00 

 St. Philip Additional Maintenance/Fuel   $     35.00 

 St. Jude Weekly Offering   $1,048.00 

 St. Jude Easter Flowers  $   412.00 

 St. Jude Additional Maintenance/Fuel   $     20.00 
 

ATTENDANCE LAST WEEKEND 

Saturday 4:30 pm St. Philip          02/27/16  131 

Sunday   9:00 am St. Jude           02/28/16   98 

Sunday 11:00 am St. Philip          02/28/16 141 
                                                         Total: 370 

 

Stewardship: “No longer was there manna for the 
Israelites, who that year ate of the yield of the land 
of Canaan.”  (JOSHUA 5:12). Over the 40 years that 
the Israelites journeyed through the desert, God 
provided them with manna to eat.  As soon as they 
were able to enjoy the fruits of the Promised Land, 
the manna ceased.  Likewise, God’s blessings to us 
may change over the years but it is important to 
trust that God will always provide us with all that we 
need. 

St. Philip's & St. Jude's Choir Rehearsal  
Sunday, March 6th at 7:00 P.M. and Monday, March 
14th at 7:00 P.M. at St. Philip's. 

Choir members singing for the Chrism 
Mass in Norwich will meet Monday, March 
7th at 6:30 P.M. in St. Philip's parking lot to 
carpool to Norwich for rehearsal. 

 

PRAYER LIST: Gus Aiello, Karen Bergeron, John 
B, Robert Blain, Kenny Botting, Roland 
Cloutier, Francis Dagon, Carol Davidge, 
Raymond DeLorme, Rayna Desrosiers, 
Elaine Fisher, Jacob Fletcher, Rita 

Fogarty, Edward Foran-Cruz, Jackie Goble, Lisa 
Gorman, James H., Holly, Linda Joyal, Judd 
Kosakowski, Mary Manning, Charlotte Grace 
McCutcheon, Leo Passardi, Ann Pudelkiewicz, 
Victoria & Richard Santi, Marge Servedio, Carolyn 
Tanajes, George Tomecko.  
Please help keep our list up-to-date. 
 

PARISH MEETINGS: 
Prayer Shawl: Tues, Mar 8, 6:30 pm, Rectory.  
Knights of Columbus: Tues, Mar 8, 7 pm, Parish Ctr. 
Women’s Bible Study: Tues, Mar 15, 10 am, Rectory. 
Parish Council:  Tues, Apr 19, 7 pm, Rectory. 

WED BIBLE STUDY 10am St. Philip Parish Center. 
Studying Luke during Lent. Led by Ed Conlan.  
 

ADULT EDUCATION RELIGION CLASSES  
Sat, 11 am, St. Jude Church. Topic: Religions in 
America: Mar 12-Eastern Rite Catholics. Led by Ed 
Conlan.  All are Welcome. 
 

CCD CLASSES St. Philip grades 1-8 
and St. Jude grades 5-8 Sundays at 
9:30 am in St. Philip Center.   
St. Jude grades 1-4 Weds at 3:30 pm at St. Jude.  
 

Confirmation students meet Thurs: 7:00-7:45 pm in 
St. Philip Center.  
 
 

PENANCE SERVICES There will be two 
Lenten Penance Services at our churches.  
St. Jude on Monday, March 7th at 7 p.m. 
St. Philip on Tuesday, March 8th at 7 p.m. 
 

HOLY HOUR FOR VOCATIONS 
On Thursday, Mar 31st, 2016, 6:00-7:00 pm, come 
join Bishop Cote in praying a Eucharistic Holy Hour 
for Vocations. This month the holy hour will be at St. 
Philp the Apostle Church, Ashford, CT. Come pray 
for those who are called to priestly or consecrated 
religious life. Pray for our seminarians and those in 
the process of applying to the Diocese. Join our 
Diocesan Prayer Team for Vocations by emailing 
the vocation office for more information at 
Vocations@NorwichDiocese.net and check out our 
website at god-calls.com. 
 

mailto:Vocations@NorwichDiocese.net
http://god-calls.com/


Good Friday Passion Walk at St. Philip's 2:30pm  
A costumed re-enactment of the Stations 
of the Cross. All are welcome to attend. 
Get involved: Rehearsals are Sundays, 
March 6th & 13th, at noon. (St. Philip)  
Sign-up sheet at both churches.  

 
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS AND READERS  
Please be sure to return your April 
availability sheets before March 15th to 
be included in next month’s schedule! 
 

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME 
Remember to turn your clock ahead one 
hour on Saturday night, March 12. 
 

YEAR OF MERCY  
Padre Pio wrote, “Let us ascend to Calvary 
carrying the cross, and be sure that our 
ascension will lead us to the Heavenly 
vision of our most sweet Savior.”    

 

Jesus, I trust in you!   Jezu, ufam Tobie! 
 
 

HOLY SATURDAY “BLESSING OF THE FOOD” 
The Blessing of the Easter Basket is an 
Eastern European tradition. Various 
countries and villages have slightly 
different traditions.  The basket 
typically contains a sampling of the 
foods to be eaten on Easter. The foods are placed 
in a wicker basket lined with a white linen or 
embroidered cloth.  It is often decorated with colorful 
ribbons and sprigs of greenery. Typical foods 
included are bread, Easter bread (babka), butter, 
horseradish, colored eggs, kielbasa, ham, bacon, 
sweet cheese, salt.   The basket is brought to the 
church to be blessed on Holy Saturday, March 26th 
at 11:00 am at the St. Philip Parish Center and 
the foods are to be eaten on Easter Sunday.  
 

PALM SUNDAY WEEKEND BAKE SALE 
Attention all St. Jude and St. Philip Parishioners!! 
Our annual Palm Sunday Bake Sale 
will be 9 am to 4 pm on Sat, March 19th 
& Sun, March 20th after Mass (if any 
items remain unsold). We need all 
kinds of baked items: ethnic items, 
pies, cookies, breads, candies or your specialty, and 
we need people to help set up the sale. Please 
contribute generously to this important fundraiser.  
We hope to use the money raised to purchase 
animal statues for our outdoor Crèche. 

 

12 VOLUNTEERS NEEDED for Holy 
Thursday to have their feet washed. 
 

ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL We are called by 
God to perform the Corporal and Spiritual Works of 
Mercy. By hearing and following the words of the 
Gospel, we can continue to do Christ’s work on 
earth by supporting the missions of our Diocesan 
ministries in conjunction with our everyday acts of 
Mercy. The father in the Gospel celebrating the 
return of his younger, prodigal son, told his older 
son: “My son, you are here with me always; 
everything I have is yours. But now we must 
celebrate and rejoice, because your brother was 
dead and has come to life again; he was lost and 
has been found.” (Lk 15:31-32) Likewise, we need 
to help members of our Diocesan communities find 
their way. Whether their struggle is financial, 
spiritual, or emotional, your support of the Annual 
Catholic Appeal, “MERCY – The Beating Heart of 
the Gospel” will help to breathe new life into their 
journey…helping them to continue to overcome their 
hardships. Please mail your pledge, place it in our 
offering basket next week, or pledge online 
at: www.norwichdiocesedevelopment.org. 
 
THE LENTEN CROSS Yellow crosses for 
children, violet for adults. When you have done the 
practice, place a flower on the large Lenten cross. 
By the end of Lent, our Cross will have “blossomed” 
into a beautiful cross of flowers, a sign of our Lenten 
sacrifices, prayers and practices, offered in 
reparation for our sins and the sins of the world.  
 

CAN YOU JOIN OUR SPONSOR ADVERTISERS? 
Mary Hoffman will be reserving advertising 
sponsorships for the St. Philip and St. Jude Church 
bulletin the week of March 7th. We are asking local 
business owners to please consider taking a new ad 
and current advertisers to once again renew their 
ads.  We appreciate your help since the revenue 
from these ads makes this bulletin possible. If 
you are interested or would like more info, please 
call Mary at 1-(860)-836-8486. We thank you in 
advance for your consideration and generous 
support of the weekly bulletin and its sponsors. 
 

St. Mary – St. Joseph School, 35 Valley St., 
Willimantic CT Registration for 2016-2017 is just 
around the corner!  We are a Pre-K (ages 3-5) 
through grade 8 school accredited by NEAS&C and 
the State of CT.  Before and after school childcare is 
available as well as numerous after school clubs 
and activities for students of all ages.  Schedule an 
appointment to visit us. The SMSJ School Faith 
Community is a dynamic place where faith and 
knowledge meet!  Please call Evelyn Denis at 860-
423-8479 with any questions, or to make an 
appointment to tour the school. 

http://www.norwichdiocesedevelopment.org/
tel:860-423-8479
tel:860-423-8479


St. Bernard School, Uncasville, CT (Grades 6-12) 
(860) 848-1271 www.saint-bernard.com. 
Come and visit. We emphasize developing the 
mind, body, and spirit of each student, constantly 
assessing what will have the greatest impact on the 
lives of our students. In a school where it is as 
important to be kind as it is to be a scholar or an 
athlete, confidence grows and lifelong success 
follows. No student is left behind. Placement Testing 
Saturday, March 19th at 8:30am. Expanded 
transportation routes and Financial Aid available. 
   
ENJOY A YEAR OF MERCY PILGRIMAGE TO ITALY  

12 DAYS    MAY 15-26, 2016 
Visit Rome and Florence’s Best Basilicas and 
Religious Art Museums, Daily Mass in the Holiest of 
Holies, Papal Audience with Pope Francis, Pass 
thru the Holy Door at St. Peter’s, And a Day at 
Padre Pio’s too ! Pilgrimage price is $3279/person, 
double occupancy. Includes Coach to Logan 
(departs Colchester), Airfare, 3 star hotels, most 
meals, all tips, taxes, and museum admissions. 
Organized by Father Brian Maxwell, Missionary of 
Mercy. For info, or to reserve your space on this 
wonderful pilgrimage, please contact Teena at Dube 
Travel: 800-879-3823 tdick@dubetravel.com 
 
The Immaculate Conception Spiritual Renewal 
Center, Putnam, CT offers free Tuesday evening 
programs 6:30-7:30 pm (860) 928-7955 ext. 105. 
March: Rediscovering Jesus, Matthew Kelly’s book.  
April: Year of Mercy: The importance of this 
extraordinary Jubilee. 
May: Mary Mother of God “today”. 
 

Catholic Charities, Diocese of Norwich 
Providing Help ~ Creating Hope since 1921 
Please join the Most Reverend Michael R. 
Cote, D.D. on Saturday, April 9th at the 
Mystic Marriott in Groton CT to celebrate 
Catholic Charities “95th Anniversary Gala. 

The evening begins at 6:00 PM with a Silent Auction 
and Dinner.  We will honor the following individuals: 
Humanitarian of the Year: Meg Gustafson;  
Community Servants of the Year:  Willimantic 
Advisory Board; Honoring our Heritage Award: 
Jacqueline Keller and Catholic Charities Employee 
of the Year: Therese Fontaine.  Tickets are $100 if 
purchased before March 18 ($125 after).  Proceeds 
from this event allows Catholic Charities to continue 
our mission of providing services for our neighbors 
most in need in Eastern Connecticut.  If you are 
interested in purchasing tickets, please contact: 
Christine Jackel 860-886-1928 x12 or via e-mail at 
cjackel@norwichdiocese.net. 
 

REMEMBER THE NEEDY IN OUR COMMUNITY.  
Food is collected all year, not just at the 
holidays. Please bring non-perishable 
foods to the church or office. We cannot 
distribute opened or out-of-date food. 
 

GIFT CARDS ARE NEEDED Please consider 
donating gas cards from Cumberland Farms, and 
food cards from Big Y for requests that come from 
the needy in our community. Put them in an 
envelope marked "office" and place them in the 
collection basket. Thank you. 
 

The ASHFORD FOOD BANK distribution is usually 
the 4th Friday, from 7-9 am at the Living Proof 
Church of Ashford.  
 

The WILLINGTON FOOD PANTRY is open weekly: 
Mon, 4 - 6 pm, & Wed, 10 - Noon. Patrons must be 
Willington residents and be screened by the social 
worker. Folks can come once monthly (on the day of 
their choice) to select shelf-stable food for their 
household. To apply, contact: Dir, Youth, Family & 
Social Serv., Town of Willington, 40 Old Farms Rd. 
Willington, CT 06279. Phone: 860-487-3118; FAX: 
860.487-3125 Email: wyfss@willingtonct.org. 
 

Vacancy:  Superintendent of Schools, Diocese 
of Norwich, CT Interested/qualified applicants 
please submit a cover letter & resume by April 1, to:  
Edward J. Shine, Ed. D., Superintendent of Schools 
Please attach the letter and resume to an email and 
send to Nicholas Graziano, Administrative Assistant 
to Dr. Shine at adminasstdso@norwichdiocese.net 
Resumes will be accepted until the position is filled.  
 

Principal Vacancy:  St. John Paul II Regional, 
Diocesan PreK-8 School, Middletown, CT 
A practicing Catholic with an understanding of and a 
commitment to the mission of Catholic education, a 
record of successful teaching, a master’s degree 
and CT State Certification, (English/Spanish) 
fluency is preferred.  The principal will possess the 
ability to work effectively with teachers, parents and 
pastors and should possess superior written and 
oral communication skills. The full job description 
can be found on the diocesan website:  
www.norwichdiocese.org. To apply, send a cover 
letter, current resume, 3 references and certification 
info to: superintendentdso@norwichdiocese.net 
 

WORKSHOP Life is Changed, Not Ended:   
How to Prepare a Funeral 
Sat, Apr 9, at St. Catherine of Siena Parish, 243 
Route 164  Preston, CT  06365 
Registration at 8:45 AM.  Program 9:15 to 1 PM. 
Fee: $10. For info www.norwichdiocese.org 
Or call 860-848-2237 ext. 203. 

http://www.saint-bernard.com/
tel:800-879-3823
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MARCH FOR MERCY ON MARCH 19
TH

 YOUTH EVENT  

The Diocese of Norwich invites Grades 7–12 to the 
March for Mercy on Sat, March 19th, 10 am–3 pm.   
Youth are asked to raise a minimum of $10 and all 
donations above $10 will be donated to St. Vincent 
de Paul Place. The March begins at St. Joseph’s in 
Norwich touring the soup kitchen, hearing about 
homelessness, then marching to the Cathedral to 
learn about the Door of Mercy, eat pizza for supper 
and continue our mission with national speaker and 
song writer, Vince Nims.  Contact Liza Roach at  
lroach@norwichdiocese.net or (860)848-2237x 305. 
 

QUIET CORNER CAREGIVER’S SUPPORT SERVICE 

St. Philip’s Episcopal Church, 59 Grove St, Putnam, 
CT. (Downstairs at rear of church). Tuesdays: 
3/1/16 – 5/31/16. 6:30 pm Refreshments. 7-8:30 pm 
Program. Positive Self-care Training, Support Group 
Participation, Resource Information, Network 
Development. Come the weeks you can. Free 
Service – all are Welcome. 860-928-3510.  
 

WORLD YOUTH DAY-CT Sat, July 23rd 1–5pm 
For Grades 7-12 at Xavier High School, Middletown, 
CT.  We will bridge youth to World Youth Day in 
Krakow, Poland through the theme of Mercy with 
speaker Cooper Ray, Praise Band Jerusalem 
Roads, Mercy Projects, and Mass with the Bishop of 
Norwich, The Most Reverend Michael Cote.  The 
cost is $10 and it is a day to rejoice with friends in 
CT, and all around New England.  If you are 
interested, please contact your Catechetical Leader 
or Liza Roach at (860)848-2237 x 305 or 
lroach@norwichdiocese.net. 
 
THE SIGN OF PEACE: Especially during the winter 
months, some parishioners are wary of shaking 
hands at the Sign of Peace. Just keep in mind that 
the “Sign” of Peace can be a handshake, a smile, a 
wave, a verbal greeting or any combination of these. 
The most important point is that whatever sign we 
use to greet one another during Mass, the intention 
to bestow peace and to live in peace with our 
neighbors must be heartfelt and sincere.  
 
DIOCESE OF NORWICH OUTREACH TO HAITI 
You are invited to our 9th Annual Gala, to be held 
April 23, 2016 at Great Neck Country Club, 
Waterford, CT.  Reception at 6:00pm followed by 
dinner (4 menu options).  Live and silent 
auction!  MC's will be  Fox 61 personalities John 
Charlton and Lorenzo Hall. Live entertainment 
during reception.  For more details or to order 
tickets, see our website atwww.outreachtohaiti.org, 
or call 860-887-1019 x817. 

HOLY FAMILY PASSIONIST RETREAT CENTER, 
West Hartford, CT  www.holyfamilyretreat.org   
860.760.9705  Men’s Retreat Date:  April 1-3, 2016 
Retreat Theme: Into the Heart of Mercy - Join Holy 
Family and the Catholic community around the 
world as we celebrate the Year of Mercy as 
courageously proclaimed by Pope Francis. This 
retreat will examine the Seven Spiritual Works of 
Mercy and explore ways of cultivating mercy amid 
life’s inevitable challenges, identifying practical ways 
of integrating mercy into our daily lives. The retreat 
includes: home-cooked meals, inspirational liturgies, 
uplifting music, free time, and workshops.  The 
retreat begins with dinner at 6 pm on Friday evening 
and concludes with Sunday brunch at noon.  
 

ANNUAL WOMEN’S CONFERENCE- SAT. APRIL 9th 

8:30 am – 3:30 pm at St. Bernard’s High School  
Enhance your journey of faith and build community. 
The day begins with Mass celebrated by Bishop 
Michael Cote, followed by the talented author and 
blogger, Kathy Irr, a catered lunch, reconciliation, 
and adoration. Register today by contacting the 
Office of Faith Events – Marge Vanner at (860)848-
2237 ex. 312 orfaithevents@norwichdiocese.net . 
 

TRIP TO HAITI 
The Diocese of Norwich Outreach to Haiti is 
organizing cultural immersion trips to Haiti.  Typical 
places you would visit are schools, clinics, 
neighborhoods, the national museum, and Sunday  
Mass at a Haitian Church. Room, board and airfare 
would be in the $1,000 to $1,300 range (depending 
on the airfare you get). The dates being booked 
are: April 5-12, April 26 to May 3, or May 9-16. 
Contact Outreach at info@outreachtohaiti.org,  
or call 860-887-1019 x817. If you can't make these 
dates, you can contact Outreach as noted above, 
and have them put you on a list to be contacted as 
more trips are planned. 
 

WHEN PLANNING YOUR ESTATE: 
Please consider putting St. Philip or St. Jude in your 

will. Leaving a donation is a wonderful 
way to be remembered while supporting 
the ongoing needs of the parish.  

Memorial Donation forms are on the parish website. 
 
PRAY FOR OUR SEMINARIANS/POSTULANTS  
Take a Post Card from the vestibule for any or all of 
our seminarians/postulants. Pray, write a brief note 
if you choose and drop it in the mail. Let your future 
priests/sisters know you are supporting them and 
ask them to pray for you. May God continue to send 
us shepherds after his own heart. 

mailto:lroach@norwichdiocese.net
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ALTAR SERVERS NEEDED: St. Philip 
needs Altar Servers for both Masses. Please 
consider being trained as an Altar Server. 
 

MASS INTENTION ENVELOPES 
To make it easy to order a Mass for your 
beloved dead or for any occasion like an 
anniversary, birthday, etc., please pick 
up a Mass Intention envelope in the 
vestibule at St. Philip's or next to the bulletins on the 
table at St. Jude’s. You can fill it out and place it in 
the collection basket.  Weekend and Holy Day 
Masses are $20; weekday Masses are $15. 
 
HOSPITAL AND NURSING HOME VISITS  
If your loved one is ill at Home, hospitalized, or in a 
nursing home and would like Father 
Greg to visit them, please call the 
office or Father. Please provide their 
name, address, phone # and room #. 
 

Eucharistic Adoration: two adorers are needed 
each hour after Mass on Fridays at St. Philip 
9am to 2pm. We need people who can 
commit to one hour, as well as people able 
to substitute when necessary. All are invited.  

 
 

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS Please make 
yourself at home. If you would like to make St. Philip 
or St. Jude your parish, please put a registration 
form in the collection basket. 
 

THE CLEANING ANGELS do a beautiful job 
keeping our church sparkling clean and you are so 
appreciated. We are still looking for someone to 
coordinate their schedule on a quarterly basis. 
 

NEW ADDRESS OR PHONE NUMBER?   
Are you Moving Out of the Area? No Longer Using 
Envelopes? Please inform the office of any changes 
in your membership or envelope status. If you or a 
loved one is planning a move to a nursing home or 
out of the area and you/they will no longer be a 
member of St. Philip or St. Jude parishes, please let 
the office know.  If your, or a loved one's 
financial circumstances change and you/they will no 
longer be using envelopes, please inform the 
office. Also, please notify the office of a new 
address or phone number if you are moving but will 
remain a parishioner here. This will allow us to keep 
our records accurate and up to date. Thank you! 
 
 

RESTROOMS AT ST. PHILIP CHURCH are locked 
when office/church is closed for security. We are 
sorry for any inconvenience. Thank you. 
 

 

RELIGIOUS FREEDOM: After promising that the 
Little Sisters’ religious beliefs would be protected, 
the government created a new regulation requiring 
the Little Sisters to change their healthcare plan to 
offer services that violate Catholic teaching. But 1 in 
3 Americans do not have a plan that is subject to the 
mandate HHS is fighting so hard to force the Little 
Sisters of the Poor to follow.  Exxon, Chevron, and 
Pepsi -- as well as other large corporations -- are 
exempt from the mandate, because they never 
changed their plans and are grandfathered. And the 
government is not even requiring our own US 
military to provide these services through their 
family insurance. The government is arguing that 
since it has offered to reimburse the costs of the 
services it wants the Little Sisters to provide, they 
should have no moral objection to offering 
them.  The Little Sisters are saying this is not about 
money, but conscience, and whether they should be 
forced to change their healthcare plan to offer 
services they have a moral objection to when those 
services could be provided more effectively through 
the government’s healthcare exchange.  
If you haven’t done so already, please voice your 
opposition to the abortion and contraception 
mandate by calling President Obama at the White 
House at 202-456-1111 or U.S. Secretary of Health 
and Human Services Sylvia Mathews Burwell at 
202-205-5445. You may clarify that the mandate is 
in violation of our First Amendment right to religious 
freedom at: www.whitehouse.gov/contact.  
 
 

LIGHTHOUSE CATHOLIC CDS: There are CDs 
with orthodox Catholic teaching and some 
excellent testimonies of individuals and 
their faith walk. Thank you for all your 
donations. They help to keep the program 

going. If you have questions or requests contact 
Donna Vertefeuille at 860-429-4508 or email 
donna@vertefeuille.org.  
 

Do you or someone you know need a Prayer 
Shawl?   Contact: Carolann Hernberg:  
860- 487-0449, chernberg01@snet.net.  
 

 

SHOW YOUR SUPPORT FOR LIFE! 
“Choose Life” License Plates with smiling faces 
are promoting adoptions and traveling everywhere 

as a witness to Life and Love. Give a 
gift that keeps on giving, it’s so easy! 
Go to www.fund-adoption.org for info 

or to download an application form. This helps fund 
agencies such as Catholic Charities.  
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RACHEL’S VINEYARD RETREAT WEEKENDS  
If you are grieving or suffering from an abortion, 
experience the healing love of Jesus Christ on a 
Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat weekend. March 11-13 in 
Stockbridge, MA, call 413-452-0661; in Rhode 
Island, April 8-10 in Spanish call 401-742-1510 or 
visit the website at www.rachelsvineyard.org.  
“PROJECT RACHEL” is our Diocesan ministry for 
anyone seeking healing and forgiveness. Priests are 
there for you with God’s Grace and Mercy. Call 
confidentially 860-848-2237, ext 306.  
 

RETROUVAILLE OF CT If your marriage has 
become troubled, stressed, unloving or uncaring; if 
you are divorced or separated but want to try again, 
the Retrouvaille program can provide tools to 
communicate better, resolve conflicts fairly, and re-
discover why you fell in love. For info, call 1-800-
470-2230, email 3001@retrouvaille.org or go to our 
website www.helpourmarriage.com.  
 

INTERESTED IN LEARNING ABOUT ADOPTION?  
Catholic Charities provides services for all members 
of the adoption triad:  Infant adoption placements, 
domestic and international home studies and 
adoption searches. 860-889-8346 ext.282 or 
susansedensky@ccfsn.org. Monthly meetings for 
couples waiting to adopt or to learn about adoption 
and  weekly Birth Mother Support Group meetings 
every Tues 9:30 am at the Catholic Charities Office, 
331 Main St., Norwich. For info 860-889-8346 x 282. 
 

MARRIAGE PREP CLASS FOR ENGAGED 
COUPLES “God’s Plan for a Joy-filled Marriage: 
offered by the Office of Family Life. To register for 
the 3-session class please call 860-848-2237x306. 
Marriage Encounter Weekend ~ Give your 
marriage a spiritual boost. Come back refreshed 
and full of energy. Learn to enjoy life with a new 
closeness to each other and with God. Email: 
meweekend@gmail.com.  Website: www.wwme.org.  
 
 

Love one another as I have loved you. As you do 
unto the least of your brothers, you do unto me. 
Familiar words – How can we put them into action? 

Ministering to the sick and elderly is a 
good beginning. St. Joseph’s Living 
Center, The ONLY Catholic 

healthcare facility in the Norwich Diocese, is 
seeking volunteers to join our chapel team assisting 
during 11 am daily Mass ESPECIALLY on the 
weekends. We also need volunteers to join our Vigil 
Team as we accompany our residents on their 
journey to eternal rest. If you hear God calling, 
please call Sarah Perry at 860-465-1107 ext. 124. 
 

Pregnant? Need help? CATHOLIC CHARITIES 
Pregnancy and Adoption Programs provide 
concrete help & answers. Call 1-800- BABYDUE, 
even if you simply want to talk. 
 

PLUMBERS NEEDED: Both parishes need 
plumbers to volunteer their time and talent for a few 
repairs. Church will supply all materials. Thank you!  
 
PARENTS DIVORCING AND/OR RESOLVING 
CHILD CUSTODY ISSUES – participate in the court 
suggested Parent Education Program. Are you 
concerned about the effects of divorce, separation 
or family disruption on your children? Catholic 
Charities offers ongoing, monthly one day 
Parenting Education Classes in Norwich, 
Rockville and Middletown. A monthly 2- part 
Spanish/bilingual parenting education class is 
held in Willimantic. Attendance at both sessions in 
the Willimantic class is required for the certificate of 
completion. Fees apply and are determined by the 
State of CT. Please call 1-860-889-8346 ext. 260 for 
registration and monthly class locations and dates.  
 

Natural Family Planning Classes ~ For Married 
and Engaged. (NFP) is the safe and loving 
alternative to the dangerous chemical and synthetic 
hormonal side-effects of contraception and birth 
control. NFP is scientific and 99% effective for 
conceiving or responsibly postponing your baby. 
NFP can also help with fertility problems. Home 
Study and online are available. Classes are ongoing 
in our diocese. Call the Collison’s 860-399-8265. 
www.ccli.org. Virtual Online and Home Study 
Course in English and Spanish also available.  
 

Home Buyers and Foreclosure Prevention 
Classes: For help with purchasing a home, behind 
on mortgage payments or help budgeting or filling 
out applications for EMAP. All services are 
provided free at Catholic Charities, a HUD 
approved Counseling Agency. The Free ongoing 
Foreclosure Prevention and 8 hr Home Buyers 
Education Classes are offered by Catholic 
Charities in Norwich, New London and Plainfield 
locations. Info: 860-889-8346 ext. 271.  
 

MASS OF HEALING at Spiritual Renewal Center, 
11 Bath St Norwich, CT on Mon, March 7th and 21st 
and 28th at 2:00 PM. Fr. Ray is the Celebrant, 
healing prayer by Judith. 860-887-0702. 
 

CHARISMATIC PRAISE, PRAYER AND WORSHIP 
every Tues at 2 PM at Spiritual Renewal Center. 
 

 
 
 

http://www.rachelsvineyard.org/
mailto:3001@retrouvaille.org
http://www.helpourmarriage.com/
mailto:susansedensky@ccfsn.org
tel:860-848-2237%20ext.%20306
mailto:meweekend@gmail.com
http://www.wwme.org/
http://www.ccli.org/


UPCOMING EVENTS www.holyfamilyretreat.org. 
HOLY FAMILY RETREAT CENTER, W. Hartford 
MARCH 
Friday-Sunday, Mar 11-13. Holy Family Retreat 
Center, West Hartford. Men’s Weekend 
Retreat:  “Into the Heart of Mercy.” Explore ways of 
cultivating mercy amid life’s inevitable challenges. 
$295 – more if you can, less if you can’t.  
Wednesday, Mar 16, 6-9 p.m. Holy Family Retreat 
Center, West Hartford. Women’s Evening Retreat: 
Life Stages: Taking Care at Every Age, with Sr. 
Mary Ann Strain. The evening will focus on what 
women of every age can do to create a rich and 
fulfilling future for themselves. $40, includes dinner.  
Friday-Sunday, Mar 18-20. Holy Family Retreat 
Center, West Hartford. Men’s Weekend 
Retreat:  “Into the Heart of Mercy.” Explore ways of 
cultivating mercy amid life’s inevitable challenges. 
$295 – more if you can, less if you can’t.  
Saturday, Mar 19, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Holy Family 
Retreat Center, West Hartford. A Journey With 
Jesus through the Gospel, with Mahri Leonard-
Fleckman. On the cusp of Holy Week, come walk 
with Jesus through the Gospel of Luke. $65, 
includes lunch.  
Thursday-Saturday, Mar 24-26. Holy Family 
Retreat Center, West Hartford. The Path of 
Transformation: Holy Week Triduum Retreat. Enter 
deeply into the most sacred days of the Christian 
year. $295, through Saturday brunch; $325, through 
Saturday dinner and Easter Vigil.  
 
If you need a Gluten-free host, please 
request one during communion. 
 
CATHOLIC ALASKAN EXPLORER CRUISE  
7-night Cruise w/ Fr. William Gold. July 23-30, 2016 
on Holland America’s Westerdam from Seattle, WA. 
Ports of Call: Juneau, Alaska, Glacier Bay National 
Park, Sitka, Alaska, Ketchikan, Alaska, Victoria, 
British Columbia. Prices begin at $2677 for two 
passengers which includes all port fees and taxes. 
Daily Mass offered. Deposits of $350 per person will 
reserve your cabin. Space is limited. For further info 
or to register, contact Doug or Eileen at 860-399-
1785 or Doug@CatholicCruisesAndTours.com. 
 
The Groton-Ledyard Parish Cluster invites you 
to join (by DVD) bishop Fulton J. Sheen. 
Wednesdays at 7 pm. Mar 16: Love is Eternal at 
Our Lady of Lourdes, Gales Ferry. Mar 23: Good 
Friday Special at Sacred Heart, Groton. 

HOLY FAMILY SUMMER CAMP 2016 
Theme: Ocean of Mercy 
The Sisters of Charity of our Lady Mother of the 
Church are having their annual Summer Camp from 
July 28-July 31 located at Holy Family Motherhouse 
in Baltic, CT. The Camp is for girls from ages 11-15.  
Come join us for a wonderful spiritual experience 
and lots of fun! Contact Sister Mary Kathleen, 
SCMC 860 423-5122 srmarykathleen@gmail.com 
or Sister Rafael, SCMC: 860-822-8241. All forms 
are on our Website:   www.sistersofcharity.com 
God bless you and we hope that the Ocean of 
Christ’s Mercy fills you with peace and joy! 
 
  

http://www.holyfamilyretreat.org/
mailto:Doug@CatholicCruisesAndTours.com
mailto:srmarykathleen@gmail.com
http://www.sistersofcharity.com/


 
 

 

                                                                   Diocese of Norwich 

Office of the Bishop 
201 Broadway 

Norwich, Connecticut  06360 
(860) 887-9294 

 
             MOST REVEREND 

        MICHAEL R. COTE, D.D.        January 22, 2016 
 
My dear sisters and brothers in the Lord, 
 
 During the Jubilee of Mercy, in the season of Lent, the Church is called to give even greater witness to the 
merciful face of the Father.  Lent helps us to live the gift of God’s mercy as it prepares us for the Paschal Mystery 
of Jesus’ Passion, Death, and Resurrection.  In God’s mercy, we find the very essence of being a Christian, to be 
merciful like our Heavenly Father.  Our late Holy Father Pope Pius XII summed up our responsibility to live the 
gift of God’s mercy when he reminded us that the faithful are to be the living pages of the Gospel. 
 By means of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving, Christ’s followers are strengthened to turn away from sin, to 
embrace the Gospel, and to witness to God’s mercy.  Prayer opens the door to our rebirth in Christ.  It is our 
conversation with God in which we open our hearts to listen to His Word.  In the Gospel, we hear His mandate to 
love, to forgive, to serve; in short, to be the gift of the Father’s mercy. 
 By fasting, we live in solidarity with the hungry poor and homeless.  Our symbolic hunger deepens our 
sensitivity to the deprivation experienced by the least of Christ’s sisters and brothers in their need for food and 
shelter.  Finally, almsgiving, no matter how small our gift, strengthens our imitation of Christ who came to give 
His life as our ransom.  By offering even a token of our treasure, we reflect the generosity of God and His 
merciful love. 
 Prayer, fasting, and almsgiving lead to repentance for sin and a rejection of evil in our lives.  They make 
visible the mercy of God and help us to become the living pages of Christ’s Gospel.  Their impact on our lives 
brings about a hunger for selfless love, genuine compassion, and sincere forgiveness – all qualities of God’s 
merciful love. 
 A well-lived Lent brings us from death to life, from Calvary to the empty tomb, from a rebirth of our life in 
Christ to a realization of how much God loves us in Jesus Christ.  Faithful to the Gospel, we must live the gift of 
God’s mercy and daily give concrete testimony to His love.  As Pope Francis writes, “The mercy of God is not an 
abstract idea, but a concrete reality with which he reveals his love” like that of a Father or Mother “moved to the 
very depths out of love for their child.” (Misericordiae Vultus, No 6) 
 “It is my burning desire that, during the Jubilee, the Christian people may reflect on the corporal and 
spiritual works of mercy . . . (it is) a way to reawaken our conscience too often grown dull in the face of poverty.”  
(Pope Francis, Misericordiae Vultus, No 15.) 
 Drawing upon the Gospel, the Church teaches us the Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy as the 
concrete means to enrich our lives, the life of our Church, and our world with God’s love. By embracing the works 
of mercy, we will live more fully our vocation to be the living pages of the Gospel.  By feeding the hungry, clothing 
the naked, welcoming the stranger, healing the sick, visiting the imprisoned, and burying the dead, we make our 
God visible.  In the same way, the Spiritual Works of Mercy show forth our life in Christ, by counseling the 
doubtful, instructing the ignorant, admonishing the sinner, comforting the afflicted, forgiving offenses, bearing 
patiently those who do us ill, and praying for the living and the dead. 
 This Lent, we embrace the Gospel and unite ourselves to Christ by living the mandate of the works of 
mercy.  Lent, well-lived, will help us to reject sin and live the message of the Gospel.  Each day, we will know the 
power of Jesus’ Resurrection from the dead, the power to embrace His life, and to be faithful to the Gospel. 
 
       Sincerely yours in Christ,  

            
       Bishop of Norwich 

 

 



 

 
 

The Quiet Corner Chapter of the Disabled American Vets 
Are you a veteran who is either combat or has a service related disability, and have filed or need assistance with filing for 

Veterans Administration Benefits? Are you interested in learning more?  We are looking for you. 
Contact: 

Rocky Daigle   860 – 918-0532 
Barry Bernier   860 – 830-5443 

Mark Rivard   860 – 933 – 6877   or    mlrivard@charter.net 
The mission of the Disabled American Veterans is dedicated to a single purpose; empowering Veterans to led high quality lives 
with respect and dignity. We accomplish this by making sure Veterans and their families can access the full range of benefits 

available to them; fighting for interest of Americas injured heroes on Capitol Hill and educating the public about the great sacrifices 
and needs of veterans back to civilian life. 
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