
MARCH 2, 2014 
THE EIGHTH SUNDAY  

IN ORDINARY TIME 

†Masses and Intentions† 

Sat   Confession prior to 4:30 Mass  
Sat Mar 1,   4:30 pm Mass at St. Philip 
† Msgr. Willis West by Mary Michaud & Family 
Sun Mar 2,   9:00 am Mass at St. Jude 
† Emily Keeton by Howard Huff 
† Henry Krapf, 5th Anniversary by Ethel Krapf 
Sun Mar 2, 11:00 am Mass at St. Philip 
Baptism: Mary Kathleen McCutcheon 

Mon   NO MASSES 
Tues Mar 4,   8:00 am Mass at St. Jude 
Tues Mar 4,   6:00 pm Mass at St. Philip 
† Msgr. Willis West by the Parish 

Wed  Mar 5,   ASH WEDNESDAY 
      7:00 am St. Philip Ashes 
      9:00 am St. Philip Ashes 
      Noon  St. Philip Mass w/ ashes 
      1:00 pm  Ashford Sr. Center ashes          
      4:00 pm St. Philip Ashes 
      7:00 pm St. Jude Mass w/ashes 

Fri Mar 7,   8:00 am Mass at St. Philip 
† Catherine & Steve Muska memorial Mass  

Adoration following Mass until 5:00 pm 
4:50 pm Divine Mercy Chaplet & Benediction 
Stations of the Cross 7pm 

Sat   Confession prior to 4:30 Mass  
Sat Mar 8,    4:30 pm Mass at St. Philip 
† Al Phillips, 4th Anniversary by Magda Phillips  
Sun Mar 9,    9:00 am Mass at St. Jude 
† Emily Keeton by St. Jude & St. Philip Choir 
Sun Mar 9,  11:00 am Mass at St. Philip 
 OUR OFFERING OF THANKS TO GOD LAST WEEK 

 St. Philip Weekly Offering  $3,246.00 
 St. Philip Maintenance/Fuel Offering  $1,454.00 
 St. Jude Weekly  Offering   $1,103.00 
 

MEMORIAL FUND TOTAL DONATIONS 
 St. Philip Memorial Fund  $36,186.00 
 St. Jude Memorial Fund   $14,775.00 
 

ATTENDANCE LAST WEEKEND 

Saturday 4:30 pm St. Philip          02/22/14 120 

Sunday   9:00 am St. Jude           02/23/14 116 
Sunday 11:00 am St. Philip          02/23/14 146 

Total: 382 

STEWARDSHIP: “No one can serve two masters; for 
either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will 
be devoted to the one and despise the other. You 
cannot serve God and mammon (material wealth).” 
Matthew 6:24. Do you have other “gods” in your life 
(job, money, power, ego, possessions)? Do you put 
them before the Lord? A stewardship lifestyle means 
re-prioritizing and putting God first in all things!  
 
 

St. Philip & St. Jude Choir 
Rehearsals: Mondays, March 3rd and 
March 10th, 6:30 P.M. at St. Philip's. 
 

WHEN THE WEATHER is very bad 
and/or very cold, most Masses and 
events will be canceled. Please call the 

Rectory or Father Kennedy’s cell phone (860-334-
8925) to ask whether a Mass, Parish Education, or 
Meetings will be cancelled.  
 
 

You’re invited to participate in CRS Rice Bowl! 
Our parish will be participating in CRS Rice Bowl, 
Catholic Relief Services’ Lenten program, as a way 
to encounter Jesus through others, especially 
through the most vulnerable in our world. Please be 
sure to take home a Rice Bowl and use this fun and 
easy resource to deepen your family’s Lenten 
experience and make a difference in the lives of the 
poor. 75% of the proceeds will go overseas and 25% 
will stay in our diocese to help the needy poor. 
 
 

PRAYER LIST: Bruce Beaudoin, Denise Beaudoin, 
Marie (Beaudoin) Chace, Millie & Gus Aiello, Ed 
Kominski, Katie Phelps, Elizabeth Piecyk, Normand 
Ravenelle, Bernice Ravenelle, Elaine Fisher, Jacob 
Fletcher, Pablo Alayon, Karin Bergeron, Addie 
Specyalski, Robert Blain, Alesha Dagon, Mikayla 
Wilcox, Bob Mullarkey, John Bergeron, Michael 
Ernst, Domonic Arienzale, Joan Dumas, Elizabeth 
Borovicka, Edward Masse, Moriah Doyon, Patrick 
Falletti, George Tomecko, Herman Fersenheim. 
Please inform us of any updates.  
 
 

PARISH MEETINGS: 
Women’s Bible Study: Tues, Mar 4, 10 am. Rectory. 
Prayer Shawl: Tues, Mar 11, 6:30 pm, Rectory. 
Knights of Columbus: Tues Mar 11, 7 pm, Parish Ctr.  
Parish Council: Tues, Mar 18, 7 pm, Rectory.  
 
 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS  
 

St. Philip: CCD 9:30 am Sun. 

St. Jude:  CCD Wednesdays. 
 

     CONFIRMATION CLASSES 
St. Philip, Sundays, 6 pm. 
   

St. Jude,  Wednesdays, 7pm.  
 

St. Philip Parish Center,  Mondays 7:00 pm  
A new class in Catholic Teaching ~ Get Excited ~. 
 

Adult Ed with Fr. Kennedy, Ed Conlan Wed, 10-
12 noon, St. Philip Center.  

 

 

Daylight Savings: Remember to turn 
your clock forward 1 hour in the early 
hours of Sunday, March 9th, 2014. 



There are copies of “five minutes with the Word” 
Lenten booklets available for you at both 
churches. 
 
BIRTHRIGHT OF WINDHAM: Your donations 
provide a witness to our Catholic faith and our 
commitment to life as we continue to provide baby 

wash, lotion, shampoo, pampers (size 
1-4), baby wipes, receiving blankets, 
newborn gowns and clothing. Through 
these donations, our two churches 
make a major impact on this ministry 
for local mothers and their babies. 

 
REMEMBER THE NEEDY IN OUR COMMUNITY.  
The Ashford Food Bank thanks us for our continued 
support for struggling families in the Ashford 
Community. Food is collected all year, 
not just at the holidays.  Please bring 
non-perishable foods to the church for 
distribution. We cannot distribute 
opened or out-of-date food. 
 

The WILLINGTON FOOD PANTRY is open 2 days 
weekly: Mon, 4 pm - 6 pm, and Wed, 10 am - Noon. 
Patrons must be Willington residents and be 
screened by the social worker, Tara Bergeron. 
Customers can come once monthly (on the day of 
their choice) to select shelf-stable food for their 
household. To apply, contact: 
Tara Bergeron, Dir, Youth, Family & Social Serv., 
Town of Willington, 40 Old Farms Rd. Willington, CT 
06279. Phone: 860-487-3118; FAX: 860.487-3125 
Email: wyfss@willingtonct.org. 
 

 
Monsignor Willis W. West, 
former beloved pastor at St. Philip.  
 

LENTEN CROSS   
The Lenten Cross at the front of the 
sanctuary is covered with small crosses 
with a Lenten practice printed on the 
reverse side. The violet crosses are for 

adults, yellow for children. Each week you are 
encouraged to remove a small cross in a spirit of 
reparation. Once you read the suggested practice, 
place the cross in the basket on the altar railing and 
during the week carry out the practice suggested. 
On the following week, when you have carried out 
the practice, place a paper flower, found at the altar 
railing, on the large Lenten cross. By the end of 
Lent, our Lenten Cross will have “blossomed” into a 
beautiful cross of flowers, a visual sign of our Lenten 
sacrifices, prayers and practices, offered in 
reparation for our sins and the sins of the world.  

Gabriel Lipker and the Boy Scout Troop 92 from 
Ashford wish to thank St. Philip’s for 
the use of the Parish Center for their 
recent pancake breakfast.  Proceeds 
will help finance a trip to Gettysburg. 

 
ST BERNARD CHURCH-ROCKVILLE 

LENTEN MISSION 
Saint Bernard Church - Rockville 
will welcome nationally renowned 
Catholic Lay Evangelist Michael J. 

Cumbie at a Lenten Mission March 2-4, 7-8:30 pm. 
Everyone is welcome to attend these three 
inspirational evenings that are sure to inspire and 
inform, so mark your calendar today!  For more 
information go to: saintbernardchurch.org.   
 

 
HOLY FAMILY PASSIONIST RETREAT CENTER, 
West Hartford, CT 
Nothing Less than Everything 
Holy Family's retreat team invites you to experience 
a dynamic weekend retreat which explores the 
meaning and the potential of love to transform our 
lives. Love is our source and our destination. Christ 
gave us nothing less than complete love on the 
cross, and we, in turn, are called to love one 
another. The Retreat begins with a buffet 
dinner Friday from 6 to 8 PM and ends with brunch 
at noon on Sunday. Call 860-760-9705 for 
information or register at www.holyfamilyretreat.org. 
Men’s Retreat Date: March 21-23, 2014. 
Women’s Retreat: May 30–Jun 2.  
I will be joining men from our parish on the Holy 
Family Retreat Center Men’s retreat on March 

21-23. Father Kennedy 
 
 
 

 FINANCES AS OF FEBRUARY 26 2014 

ST. PHILIP ACCOUNTS    MONTHLY EXPENSES 

Main Checking   23,787 Insurance   3,399 

Mem. Fund Bal   36,186 Miscellaneous   1,271 

Furnace Sav.   10,708 Payroll   4,187 

Cemetery Ck.   12,260   

Cemetery CD   42,074                 TOTAL              8,857 

Cemetery Cert.     5,209      

 

ST. JUDE ACCOUNTS MONTHLY EXPENSES 

Main Checking    5,655 Insurance 1,250 

Savings  10,351 Miscellaneous    563 

Mem. Fund Bal.    8,575 Payroll 2,138 

                  TOTAL 3,951 

 

mailto:wyfss@willingtonct.org
http://saintbernardchurch.org/
tel:860.760.9705
http://www.holyfamilyretreat.org/


ST. ED'S QUARTER AUCTION Sat, March 8, 2014, 
at 25 Church St., Stafford Springs.  Doors open at 5 
P.M.  Bidding starts at 6 P.M. Children  
are welcome (must pay admission fee) and need to 
be seated during auction and supervised. Childcare 
not provided. Pay $10 for your entrance fee, a ticket 
for one paddle, and an all you can eat Mexican 
Buffet. Bring your own quarters (no nickels or dimes 
allowed) or for $10 you can purchase a roll (while 
supplies last). Bring a friend, and some QUARTERS 
(about $20 worth) and be ready to bid on lots of 
great items from Tastefully Simple, Origami Owl, 
Thirty-One Gifts, Mary Kay, The Magic Guy, Scarlet 
Scarves, Fibi & Clo, Tupperware, Jamberry Nail 
Wraps, PartyLite and so much more!! Reservations 
for tables of 6 or more can be made by calling the 
school office at (860)684-2600.  
We hope to see you there!!! 
 

ST. PHILIP & ST. JUDE 
CONFIRMATION 
Bishop Cote wrote to us, 
"Dear Father Kennedy,  
With great pleasure, I am happy to tell 

you that I will be coming to your parish for 
Confirmation in 2014."  Confirmation is scheduled 
for Tuesday, May 20, 2014 at 7:00 pm. 
 

CONFIRMATION RETREAT Saturday, April 26, 
9am-2pm. Parents, sponsors and parishioners 
are invited.  

FIRST COMMUNION for both 
St. Philip and St. Jude will be 
Sunday, May 4th, 2014 during 
Mass.  
Please mark your calendars! 

 
Do you or someone you know need a Prayer 
Shawl? Contact: Carolann Hernberg: 860- 
487-0449, chernberg01@snet.net. 
 

 
 

FOOD ASSISTANCE: Distribution is always on a 
Friday morning, usually the 4th Friday of the month, 
from 7-9 am at the United Baptist Church of 
Ashford. We have applications and food distribution 
schedules in our office or you may visit the website: 
http://www.ashfordchurch.org/COMMUNITY_OUTR
EACH/Ashford_Food_Bank/. 
 

GIFT CARDS ARE NEEDED Please consider 
donating gas cards from Cumberland Farms, and 
food cards from Big Y for requests that come from 
the needy in our community. Put them in an 
envelope marked "office" and place them in the 
collection basket. Thank you. 
 

A parishioner from All Saints Church in Somersville 
is creating a "Book of Memories" in honor of Father 
Roland Cloutier's 50th Anniversary 
of Ordination. You are invited to 
share your memories with/about him 
in this book. Just to let you know: this 
book is only for Father Roland so your 
message, picture, or memories will be 
seen only by him - unless he decides 
to share them. Please consider being part of this 
"Book of Memories". We hope to include as many 
memories and greetings as possible from his 50 
years! You may mail messages, pictures or 
memories to: 
All Saints Church, ATTN: Michele 
PO Box M, Somersville, CT  06072-0913  or 
email them to alstchurch@yahoo.com. 
 
Eucharistic Adoration: two adorers are needed 

each hour after Mass on Fridays at St. 
Philip 9am to 5:50pm. Please call 
Sandra Mullarkey: 860-429-0322. We 
need people who can commit to one hour, 
as well as people able to substitute when 

necessary. All are invited.  

 
Natural Family Planning Classes ~ For Married 
and Engaged. (NFP) is the safe and loving 
alternative to the dangerous chemical and synthetic 
hormonal side-effects of contraception and birth 
control. NFP is scientific and 99% effective for 
conceiving or responsibly postponing your baby. 
NFP can also help with fertility problems. Call the 
Schantz’s at 860-464-1184 or the Collison’s 860-
399-8625. Register for class on line at 
www.ccli.org . Home Study and online available.  
 
LIGHTHOUSE CATHOLIC CDS: There are new 
CDs with good Catholic teaching 
and some excellent testimonies of 
individuals and their faith walk.  
Thank you for all your donations, 
they help to keep the program 
going. If you have questions or requests contact 
Donna Vertefeuille at 860-429-4508 or email 
donna@vertefeuille.org. 
 

Due to recent thefts in the Ashford area, 
including one in St. Philip’s parking lot, please 
lock your cars when you park at the Church. 
 

Where are our shut-ins?  Please call the rectory if 

you have a loved one in the hospital 

or in a nursing home so we can visit, 

bring the Eucharist and keep in touch.  

http://us.mc839.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=chernberg01@snet.net
http://www.ashfordchurch.org/COMMUNITY_OUTREACH/Ashford_Food_Bank/
http://www.ashfordchurch.org/COMMUNITY_OUTREACH/Ashford_Food_Bank/
mailto:alstchurch@yahoo.com
http://www.ccli.org/
mailto:donna@vertefeuille.org


MEMORIAL MASSES: To remember your loved 
ones in Masses once or yearly, please call the office 
or stop in MTW&F 9:30 AM – 2:30 PM. 
 

RELIGIOUS FREEDOM  
The present administration has shown flexibility in 
implementing a number of provisions of the 
Affordable Care Act, issuing numerous delays and 
exemptions for many employers and individuals.  
The Catholic Church is asking that the same 
consideration be extended to the faithful who are 
awaiting judicial relief so that they can live by their 
religious beliefs without facing government penalties 
for doing so.  
If you haven’t done so already, please voice your 
opposition to the mandate by calling President 
Obama at the White House at 202-456-1111 or 
Secretary of Health and Human Services Kathleen 
Sebelius at 202-205-5445. Let them know that the 
mandate is in violation of our First Amendment right 
to religious freedom. 
 

 “Donation Angel” ~ Donate any type of vehicle: 
cars, boats, etc. running or not. Donation Angel 
raises funds to support our Catholic Charities of 
Norwich and its mission to respond to Christ’s call to 
care for those in need by providing services for 
individuals and families. Click or call now for free 
quick removal of your unwanted vehicle and receive 
a tax deduction. For info call Ray at: 866-434-
1131or www.donationangel.org/ccfsn. 
 

INTERESTED IN LEARNING ABOUT ADOPTION?  
Catholic Charities provides services for all members 
of the adoption triad:  Infant adoption placements, 
domestic and international home studies and 
adoption searches. Contact our Adoption 
Coordinator at: 860-889-8346 ext.282 or 
susansedensky@ccfsn.org for more info. 
 
RACHEL’S VINEYARD RETREAT WEEKENDS  
If you are silently grieving after an abortion; 
healing, forgiveness and peace can begin with a 
Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat. Retreat March 14-
16 in Stockbridge, MA call 413-452-0661. 
Retreat March 28-30 in Hamden, CT call 203-
631-9030. Retreat March 28-30 in RI call 401-
421-7833 ext.118. “Project Rachel” is also a 
Diocesan outreach for anyone in need of 
healing. Priests in “Project Rachel” can help you 
through healing and forgiveness. Call 860-889-
8346 ext. 283 or 800-554-5173.  Confidential. 
www.rachelsvineyard.org.  
 
 
 
 

SHOW YOUR SUPPORT FOR LIFE! 
“Choose Life” License Plates 
with smiling faces are promoting 
adoptions and traveling 
everywhere as a witness to Life 

and Love. Give a gift that keeps on giving, it’s so 
easy! Go to www.fund-adoption.org for info or to 
download an application form. The license plate  
helps fund agencies such as Catholic Charities. 
 

Home Buyers and Foreclosure Prevention 
Classes: For help with purchasing a home, fallen 
behind on mortgage payments or help with 
budgeting or filling out applications for EMAP. All 
services are provided free at Catholic Charities, 
a HUD approved Counseling Agency. The Free 
ongoing Foreclosure Prevention and 8 hour 
Home Buyers Education Classes are offered by 
Catholic Charities in Norwich, New London and 
Plainfield locations. Info: 860-889-8346 ext. 271.  
 
ST. JOSEPH’S LIVING CENTER in Windham, CT 
is looking for volunteers to assist during daily Mass. 
Contact Jo-Ann Hay in Pastoral Care 860-456-1107.  
 
CATHOLIC CRUISE TO ALASKA Aug 1-8, 2014 
Come and sail away on a 7-night Catholic Alaska 
Cruise with Father Jose Chacko, on Royal 
Caribbean’s Rhapsody of the Seas out of Seattle, 
Washington. Ports of Call: Tracy Arm Fjord, 
Skagway, Juneau, Alaska Inside Passage, Victoria, 
(B.C. Canada). Prices begin at $2142 including all 
port fees and taxes. Daily Mass and Rosary offered. 
Deposits of only $350/person will reserve your 
cabin. Space is limited. Deadline: 2/16/2014. For 
further info or to register, contact Doug at 860-399-
1785 or Doug@CatholicCruisesandTours.com. 
 

DIOCESE OF NORWICH VOCATION OFFICE: We 
have 9 seminarians studying this year. Please keep 
them in your prayers. 
Marriage Encounter Weekend~ “We thought we 
had a great marriage, but now our love is so much 
deeper than anything we could have imagined!” 
Rediscover each other with a heart-to-heart 
Marriage Encounter. Upcoming dates: March 7-9, 
July 11-13, November 7-9, 2014.For information call 
860-376-0440. Email: meweekend@gmail.com. 
Website: www.wwme.org.  
 

REGISTRATION: If you are new to our parish or  
your registration is not current, please fill in a form 
with up-to-date information. Also, your pledge and 
use of the parish envelopes helps us plan our 
budget and provides you with a tax record.  
 

http://thechildrenfirst.org/ctform.htm
http://www.donationangel.org/ccfsn
mailto:susansedensky@ccfsn.org
http://www.rachelsvineyard.org/
http://www.fund-adoption.org/
mailto:Doug@CatholicCruisesandTours.com
mailto:meweekend@gmail.com
http://www.wwme.org/


Pregnant? Need help? CATHOLIC CHARITIES 
Pregnancy and Adoption Programs provide 
concrete help & answers. Call 1-800-BABYDUE, 
even if you simply want to talk.  
 

 

ST.  PHILIP AND ST. JUDE MEMORIAL FUNDS 
If you are making your donation in 
installments, please contact the office if you 
would like payment coupons. 

 
PARENTS DIVORCING AND/OR RESOLVING 
CHILD CUSTODY ISSUES – participate in the court 
suggested Parent Education Program. Are you 
concerned about the effects of divorce, separation 
or family disruption on your children? Catholic 
Charities offers ongoing, monthly one day 
Parenting Education Classes in Norwich, 
Rockville and Middletown. A monthly 2- part 
Spanish/bilingual parenting education class is 
held in Willimantic. Attendance at both sessions in 
the Willimantic class is required for the certificate of 
completion. Fees apply and are determined by the 
State of CT. Please call 1-860-889-8346 ext. 260 for 
registration and monthly class locations and dates.   
 
SHARE YOUR JOY! If you or a loved one are 
celebrating a special event let us know so we can 
celebrate with you. 
 
MARRIAGE PREP CLASS FOR ENGAGED COUPLES 

“God’s Plan for a Joy-filled Marriage”. To register for 
a 3-session class call the Family Life Office at: 
860-889-8346 ext. 283.  
Upcoming classes: 
Fri. Mar. 7, 14, 21, * 6:00pm-8:30pm at St. Francis 
Church, Middletown. 
Sat. Mar. 15, 22, 29, 9:30am-12:00pm at St. 
Matthew Church, Tolland. 
Fri. April 4, 11, 25,   6:30pm-9:00pm 
at Our Lady of Lourdes, Gales Ferry. 
 
MARRIAGE BUILDING AND REPAIR: Is your 
marriage tearing you apart, little or no 
communication, considering separation or 
divorce? Retrouvaille is a lifeline. Retrouvaille 
provides tools to heal, re-establish communication, 
and gain new insight into your marriage. A series of 
6 sessions follows the weekend phase. Couples 
come to Retrouvaille, which is Catholic in origin but 
open to all, with a sincere desire to repair and build 
a stable, loving marriage. For information call 413-
525-1634.  www.retrouvaille.org. For information 
or to sign up for the next weekend on April 25-27 in 
Hartford area call 413-525-1634. 
 

 

St. Edmund’s Retreat 
Mystic, Ct.  

P O Box 399 
Mystic, CT   06355 

860-536-0565 
www.endersisland.com 

EVENING  OF  RECOLLECTION 
Tuesday, March 4, 2014 

6:00  PM – 8:30 PM 

MARDI GRAS DINNER 
“ON LOOKING FORWARD WITH HOPE” 

with Sr. Eugenia Brady, SJC 
Come spend an evening enjoying 

companionship, good food 
 and some spiritual nourishment before Lent 

begins.  
DAY   OF  RECOLLECTION 

Wednesday, March 5, 2014 
10:00 AM – 3:30  PM 

ASH WEDNESDAY  
“Repent & Believe the Good News” 

With Sr. Eugenia Brady, SJC 
What is that Good News we hear so much about from 

Pope Francis?  
Come gather, see and hear.  

Please call 860-536-0565 to pre-register 
$50  Per Person – Per Event 

http://www.retrouvaille.org/
tel:860-536-0565
http://www.endersisland.com/


 

                                                          Diocese of Norwich 

Office of the Bishop 
201 Broadway 

Norwich, Connecticut  06360 
(860) 887-9294 

 
       MOST REVEREND 
      MICHAEL R. COTE, D.D.      

 
Lenten Message 2014 

 
 

My dear sisters and brothers in the Lord, 
 
 As Jesus’ disciples, we begin our journey to Easter on Ash Wednesday.  All who 
wish to live in a deeper union with Jesus are welcome on this journey to experience 
God’s mercy and to become instruments of His love.  Through our fasting, prayer, 
almsgiving, and the Sacraments, we seek to renew our faith and our love. And so, we 
journey with Jesus through His passion and death to share in the new life of His 
Resurrection. Our journey’s destination is Easter. On that solemnity of the Lord’s 
Resurrection from the dead, we will renew our Baptismal promises by renouncing sin 
and affirming our belief in God, and our desire to live as members of His family. 
 
 The days of Lent begin with Jesus’ call to turn away from sin and to embrace the 
Gospel.  Often the root of our sinfulness is selfishness, pride, and greed.  Sin is an 
obstacle to our union with the Lord and to our solidarity with others.  Sin impoverishes 
us morally and spiritually and it deafens us to Jesus’ call to repent and to embrace the 
Gospel. We turn to the Church for the guidance that we need to live a meaningful and 
fruitful Lent. Pope Francis provides much valued help to living a good Lent. 
 
 In his Lenten Pastoral, Our Holy Father offers “helpful thoughts” for our 
conversion.  His message is inspired by the words of Saint Paul, “For you know the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ that though He was rich, yet for our sake, He became 
poor, so that by His poverty you might become rich” (2 Cor. 8:19).  Reflecting on this 
verse, the Holy Father writes, “God’s becoming man is a great mystery!  But the reason 
for all this is His love, a love which is grace, generosity, a desire to draw near, a love 
which does not hesitate to offer itself in sacrifice for the beloved.” The Holy Father 
noted that Saint Paul’s message encourages us to be generous in helping those 
persons in need. 
 

Sacred Scripture teaches us that through Jesus’ poverty, “He emptied Himself to 
assume the condition of a slave and became as men are and becoming as all men are, 
he was humbler yet, even to accepting death, death on a Cross” (Philippians 2:7-8).  
For in Jesus’ sacrifice we see our own need to give of ourselves without counting the 
cost.  In imitation of Jesus, we are motivated by our fidelity to the Father’s Will.  We 
respond to God’s eternal love by giving of ourselves. In short, we are to love others as 
God loves us –“a love which does not hesitate to offer itself in sacrifice for the beloved.” 

 

 



 Pope Francis’ words focus on the very heart of Jesus’ mission and his message 
helps us to see Christ more clearly. “In the poor and outcast, we see Christ’s face; by 
loving and  
helping the poor, we love and serve Christ”.  The moral and spiritual poverty of our day 
leads to a culture of violence and death.  The Lord’s way is love and His love brings 
about peace and it gives life. It is by Christ’s sacrifice that we are strengthened and 
become rich in His love. “It is His way of loving us, His way of being our neighbor…. 
Jesus is rich in the same way as a child who feels loved and loves its parents without 
doubting their love and tenderness for an instant.” 
 
 The Holy Father calls us “to confront the poverty of our brothers and sisters, to 
touch it, to make it our own and to take practical steps to alleviate it.”  In our Diocesan 
Church we have several opportunities “to touch the poverty of our brothers and sisters” 
and to help make their lives better.  How real the face of Christ is in the poverty and 
need of those fed in our diocesan Soup Kitchens and Pantries in Norwich and in 
Middletown. We see Christ in those helped by our diocesan Catholic Charities agency 
and globally we touch the poor through our support of Operation Rice Bowl and our 
Diocesan Outreach to Haiti.  Our Diocesan Housing Initiative repurposes vacant or 
unused diocesan buildings to help the homeless-poor and elderly, and it creates 
housing to help those who have no place to live. 
 

While a labor of love, the personal price of feeding, clothing, sheltering, and 
helping the impoverished is our commitment, dedication, our energies, and zeal. We 
spend ourselves in imitation of Christ. It is our way of life. The steps we take to alleviate 
moral or physical poverty require sacrifice and prayer, self-denial and almsgiving, the 
Sacraments and penitential practices.   The Holy Father writes, “I distrust a charity that 
costs nothing and does not hurt.” In short, we need Lent! 

 
 This Lent, open your hearts to the Father’s love. To see Christ in our brothers 
and sisters, to alleviate their poverty and need, we must be freed from the slavery of sin 
by turning to the Lord and receiving the warm embrace of His merciful love in the 
Sacrament of Penance. Our parish Churches are once again open in welcome to you to 
experience the refreshing and renewing graces of the Sacrament of Penance.  The 
Light is on for you!  In our parishes, special times will be available so that you can 
celebrate the Sacrament of Penance.  In that Sacrament, you receive the richness of 
God’s grace and you are cleansed of sin. In experiencing the mercy of God by the 
forgiveness of our sins, we breathe the refreshing air of new life and know the beauty of 
the gift of God’s love. 
 
 With our Holy Father, I pray that the journey we begin on Ash Wednesday will be 
fruitful for the Church, for those in need of our love and our help, and for each of us.  
May this Lenten journey strengthen us to walk with Jesus in newness of life as we 
renew our birth by water and the Holy Spirit at our Baptism!         
 

Sincerely yours in Christ,  

 
Bishop of Norwich 



 
  

HOLY FAMILY PASSIONIST RETREAT CENTER 
303 Tunxis Road, West Hartford, CT 06107-3119 

Phone: 860-521-0440   |  FAX: 860-521-1929 
 

 
Wednesday, Mar 5, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. and 6-9 p.m.   Ash Wednesday Day or Evening Retreat: 
Journeying to Salvation through the Lenten Responsorial Psalms, with Sr. Kathleen Harmon, 
SNDdeN, Ph.D.  Viewing our Lenten journey through the lens of the Responsorial Psalms will 
open a way to pray and sing these psalms with deeper understanding of their purpose and 
power.  $40, includes lunch or dinner. 860-760-9705 
 
Wednesday, Mar 19, 6-9 p.m.  Women’s Evening Retreat: The Sacred Art of Conversation, 
with Sr. Elaine Betoncourt, C.S.J.  Participants will come to understand that the sacred art of 
conversation is about becoming aware of the sacred presence alive in all human 
communication.  $40, includes dinner. 860-760-9705 
 
Friday-Sunday, March 21-23, 2014. Men’s Retreat Date: Father Kennedy and Men from St. 
Philip & St. Jude are attending this retreat. Nothing Less than Everything.  $295, more if you 
can; less if you can’t. 860-760-9705 
 
Thursday, Mar 27, 9 a.m.-2 p.m.  From Surviving to Thriving: A Day of Reflection for Parish 
Ministers, with Liza Peters and Janine Cote. Join us as we share the challenges and triumphs 
of parish ministry and discuss best practices in parish religious education and sacramental 
preparation programs. $40 (includes continental breakfast, Mass and lunch).  860-760-9712.  
  
Saturday, Mar 29, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Knitting Retreat Day: The Mindful Art of Knitting and 
Crochet, with Beth Malley. Together we will examine how our craft can become a more 
meaningful spiritual experience.  Please bring your current project to work on, as well as an 8” 
completed square made from your favorite yarn in your favorite color using your favorite stitch. 
$65, includes lunch. 860-760-9705 
 
Thursday-Saturday, Apr 17-19, The Path of Transformation: Holy Week Triduum Retreat for 
Men and Women. This silent retreat led by Holy Family’s retreat team offers solitude and 
peace to enter deeply into the most sacred days of the Christian year.  Centering on the 
liturgical celebration of the Paschal Mystery of Christ’s death and resurrection, it will include 
presentations, time for private prayer and reflection, and the opportunity for the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation. $295.  Retreatants are welcome to stay through Saturday dinner and 8 p.m. 
Easter Vigil Mass. 860-760-9705 
  

tel:860-760-9712


 

Immaculata Retreat House 
289 Windham Road 
Willimantic, CT 06226 
(860) 423-8484 

 
SENIOR RENEWAL DAY:  Father Roger Couture, OMI, continues his monthly series on 
World Religions, Wednesday, March 12, beginning at 9:00 AM.  This month’s topic is Islam.  
The fee for the day, lunch included, is $10.  To register, call Immaculata at (860) 423-8484. 
 
MARRIED COUPLES’ RETREAT:  We invite married couples to join us from March 14-16, 
2014, for a blend of presentations on “Sacred Moments—Sacred Movement,” given by 
married couples and an Oblate staff member.  The focus is on the graces and experiences of 
living the marriage vows.  The retreat fee is $340.00 per couple 
 
HOLY WEEK RETREATS:  Come and spend Holy Week on the Hill!  Father Bill Sheehan, 
OMI (Palm Sunday to Holy Thursday afternoon), and Father Ron Rolheiser, OMI (Holy 
Thursday afternoon through Easter Sunday Mass) will be offering retreats.  Each Retreat 
offering is $275.00.  “Preparing for and Celebrating the Paschal Mystery”  are the themes 
for the retreats.  For more information, please contact Immaculata at (860) 423-8484. 
 
FRENCH RETREAT: Immaculata will conduct its annual French (bi-lingual) retreat from April 
11-13, 2014.  The theme is: “For God so Loved the World…” (John 3:16).  Many people 
remember the “old days” at Immaculata when much of the retreat programming was in French.  
We invite you to come and join in this retreat and rejoice in French-Canadian prayer, song and 
culture.  The retreat fee is $200 per person.  Call (860) 423-8484 to register. 
 
RECOVERY RETREAT:  Come and join us from April 11-13, 2014. This retreat, open to men 
and women, offers a safe anonymous environment to people recovering from any addictions, 
and those who journey with persons in recovery.  No matter what relationship you have with an 
addiction, you will meet others who share your journey and learn a better way of life.  The 
retreat fee is $200.00.  Call (860) 423-8484 to register. 
 



  



 


