
  January 31, 2016 
  The Fourth Sunday 

  in Ordinary Time 

   †Masses and Intentions† 
 

Sat   Confession: 3:30 – 4:00 pm  
BLESSING OF THE THROATS 

Sat Jan 30,   4:30 pm Mass at St. Philip 
† For the Deceased Members of the Cardolino Family 
        By Mary Lavallee 
† John Marcisin by Jean & Peter Piecyk 
BLESSING OF THE THROATS 

Sun Jan 31,   9:00 am Mass at St. Jude 
Mass for the Sick of Both of Our Parishes  
BLESSING OF THE THROATS 

Sun Jan 31, 11:00 am Mass at St. Philip 
† John Marcisin by John & Jan Bartok 
 

Monday and Tuesday No Masses 
 

Wed Feb 3,    8:00 am Mass at St. Jude 
For the Sick of Both of Our Parishes  

Thurs Feb 4,    8:00 am Mass at St. Jude 
For the Deceased Members of Both of Our Parishes  

Thurs Feb 4,    6:00 pm Mass at St. Philip 
For Our Parishes 

Fri  Feb 5,    8:00 am Mass at St. Philip 
For the Deceased Members of Both of Our Parishes 

 Adoration following Mass; Divine Mercy 
Chaplet 1:50 pm; Benediction 2:00 pm 

Sat   Confession: 3:30 – 4:00 pm  
Sat Feb 6,    4:30 pm Mass at St. Philip 
† For the Deceased Members of the Cahill Family 
        By Mary Lavallee 
† John Marcisin by The Brndiar Family 
Sun Feb 7,    9:00 am Mass at St. Jude 
Sun Feb 7,  11:00 am Mass at St. Philip 
† Susan Martin, 12th Anniversary by Robert Martin 

OUR OFFERING OF THANKS TO GOD LAST WEEK 

 St. Philip Weekly Offering  $1,805.00 

 St. Philip Maintenance/Fuel Offering  $   812.00 

 St. Jude Weekly Offering   $   434.00 

 St. Jude Maintenance/Fuel Offering  $   271.00 
 
 

ATTENDANCE LAST WEEKEND 

Saturday 4:30 pm St. Philip          01/23/16    35 

Sunday   9:00 am St. Jude           01/24/16   44 

Sunday 11:00 am St. Philip          01/24/16 115 
                                                         Total: 194 

Stewardship: “Love is patient, love is kind.  It is not 
jealous, it is not pompous.”  (1 Corinthians 13:4) 
Do you get jealous?  Do you focus more on the 
things that other people have than on the gifts that 
God has given to you?  Are you pompous?  Do you 
acquire more possessions to impress others?  At 
times we are all guilty of these things.  Pray for more 
humility.  Pray to become less self-centered and 
more God-centered. 

PRAYER LIST: Gus Aiello, Karen Bergeron, John 
B, Robert Blain, Kenny Botting, Roland 
Cloutier, Francis Dagon, Carol Davidge, 
Raymond DeLorme, Rayna Desrosiers, 
Elaine Fisher, Jacob Fletcher, Rita 

Fogarty, Edward Foran-Cruz, Jackie Goble, Lisa 
Gorman, James H., Holly, Judd Kosakowski, Mary 
Manning, Charlotte Grace McCutcheon, Ann 
Pudelkiewicz, Victoria & Richard Santi, Marge 
Servedio, Carolyn Tanajes, George Tomecko. 
Please help keep our list up-to-date. 
 

PARISH MEETINGS: 
Women’s Bible Study: Tues, Feb 2, 10 am, Rectory. 
Prayer Shawl: Tues, Feb 9, 6:30 pm, Rectory.  
Knights of Columbus: Tues, Feb 9, 7 pm, Parish Ctr. 
Parish Council:  Tues, Feb 16, 7 pm, Rectory. 
 

WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY  
Studying  2 Samuel/2 Kings. Led by Ed Conlan.  
 
 

ADULT EDUCATION RELIGION CLASSES  
Sat, 11 am, St. Jude Church. Topic: Religions in 
America: Feb 6-Hinuism. Led by Ed Conlan.  All are 
Welcome. 
 
 

CCD CLASSES St. Philip grades 1-8 
and St. Jude grades 5-8 Sundays at 
9:30 am in St. Philip Center.   
St. Jude grades 1-4 Weds at 3:30 pm at St. Jude.  
 

Confirmation students meet Thurs: 7:00-7:45 pm in 
St. Philip Center.  
 

MARCH FOR MERCY ON MARCH 19
TH

  YOUTH EVENT  

The Diocese of Norwich invites Grades 7–12 to the 
March for Mercy on Sat, March 19th, 10 am–3 pm.   
Youth are asked to raise a minimum of $10 and all 
donations above $10 will be donated to St. Vincent 
de Paul Place. The March will begin at St. Joseph’s 
in Norwich where we tour the soup kitchen, hear 
about homelessness, and then march to the 
Cathedral.  At the Cathedral, we will learn about the 
Door of Mercy, eat pizza for supper and continue 
our mission with national speaker and song writer 
Vince Nims.  If you are interested, please contact 
your Catechetical Leader or Liza Roach at  
lroach@norwichdiocese.net or (860)848-2237x 305. 
 

Diocesan Pro-Life Mass at the Cathedral of St. 
Patrick in Norwich on Sat, Feb 6th ~ 8:30 a.m.  
Please join us and our celebrant Rev. Martin Noe at 
Mass as we pray to end abortion and for the healing 
for those who have had an abortion. Following the 
Mass, the Rosary will be prayed both at the 
Cathedral and Planned Parenthood. A brunch in the 
Cathedral Hall will follow the Rosary this month. 
 
 

Pat Lockey needs a ride to 11:00 am Sunday Mass 
at St. Philip’s. Please call the office if you can help. 

mailto:lroach@norwichdiocese.net
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WHEN PLANNING YOUR ESTATE: 
Please consider putting St. Philip or St. 
Jude in your will. Leaving a donation is 
a wonderful way to be remembered 

while supporting the ongoing needs of the parish.  
Memorial Donation forms are on the parish website. 
 
END OF YEAR REPORT 
Registered parishioners should have 
received their End of Year Report for 2015 this 
week. Please call the office if you did not get yours. 
 
WORLD YOUTH DAY-CT Sat, July 23rd 1–5pm 
For Grades 7-12 at Xavier High School, Middletown, 
CT.  We will bridge youth to World Youth Day in 
Krakow, Poland through the theme of Mercy with 
speaker Cooper Ray, Praise Band Jerusalem 
Roads, Mercy Projects, and Mass with the Bishop of 
Norwich, The Most Reverend Michael Cote.  The 
cost is $10 and it is a day to rejoice with friends in 
CT, and all around New England.  If you are 
interested, please contact your Catechetical Leader 
or Liza Roach at (860)848-2237 x 305 or 
lroach@norwichdiocese.net. 
 
East Catholic High School will give a make-up 
entrance exam on Tues, Feb 16, at 9 a.m. to all 8th 
graders who were unable to take the preceding 
exams.  Pre-registration is recommended but not 
required.  A non-refundable fee of $25 is 
required.  ECHS continues to accept transfer 
students from other high schools.  Questions?   
Contact the Admissions Office at (860) 649-5336 
x6238 or x6456. 
 
Marriage Encounter Weekend ~ “We thought we 
had a great marriage, but now our love is so much 
deeper than anything we could have imagined!” 
Rediscover each other with a heart-to-heart 
Marriage Encounter. To register for the Feb. 26-28 
weekend in Manchester, CT or for information call 
860-376-0440 or visit www.wwmect.org. 
 
Visit St. Edward School's Whole Child Academy 
at our Catholic Schools' Week Open House, Thurs, 
Feb 4th, 6-7:30 PM.  Tour classrooms, visit with 
wellness vendors, shop our children's religious book 
sale, enjoy a cozy cocoa and cookies treat - witness 
the difference a whole child education can make!   
For info, call St. Edward School at 860-684-2600.   
Located at 25 Church St. in Stafford Springs,  
St. Edward School is accredited by the New 
England Association of Schools and Colleges and is 
recognized as exemplary in mission, comprehensive 
program, and experience of the student.   

ANNUAL WOMEN’S CONFERENCE- SAT. APRIL 9th 

8:30 am – 3:30 pm at St. Bernard’s High School  
Enhance your journey of faith and build community. 
The day begins with Mass celebrated by Bishop 
Michael Cote, followed by the talented author and 
blogger, Kathy Irr, a catered lunch, reconciliation, 
and adoration. Register today by contacting the 
Office of Faith Events – Marge Vanner at (860)848-
2237 ex. 312 orfaithevents@norwichdiocese.net . 
 

BLESSING OF THROATS 
at all Masses this weekend. 

 

THE SIGN OF PEACE: Especially during the winter 
months, some parishioners are wary of shaking 
hands at the Sign of Peace. Just keep in mind that 
the “Sign” of Peace can be a handshake, a smile, a 
wave, a verbal greeting or any combination of these. 
The most important point is that whatever sign we 
use to greet one another during Mass, the intention 
to bestow peace and to live in peace with our 
neighbors must be heartfelt and sincere.  
 

Thank you! 
The Stations of the Cross at St. Philip’s 
have been repainted and refurbished 
by an anonymous donor. David Booma provided the 
paint, materials and his expertise free of charge. 
Father Greg and the parishioners of St. Philip wish 
to thank Booma Paint & Wallpaper, 30 Lafayette 
Square, Vernon, CT for this generous donation. 
 

A MERCY MEDITATION 
“Teacher, which commandment in the law is the 
greatest?”  He said to him, “You shall love the Lord, 
your God, with all your heart, with all your soul, and 
with all your mind. This is the greatest and the first 
commandment. The second is like it: You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself. The whole law and the 
prophets depend on these two commandments.” 
Matthew 22:36-40. (See also Mark 12:36-40.) 

Jesus, I trust in you!   Jezu, ufam Tobie! 

 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS AND READERS  
Your February schedule is on the parish 
website.  To be included in the March 
schedule, please return your Availability 
Sheet by February 15th.  

 

ASH WEDNESDAY February 10, 2016 Services: 
7:00 a.m.  St. Jude Mass with Ashes 
8:30 a.m.  St. Philip Mass with Ashes 
2:00 p.m.  St. Philip Ashes only 
3:30 p.m.  St. Jude Ashes for CCD Students 
6:00 p.m.  St. Philip Mass with Ashes 
7:30 p.m.  St. Jude Mass with Ashes 
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TRIP TO HAITI 
The Diocese of Norwich Outreach to Haiti is 
organizing cultural immersion trips to Haiti.  Typical 
places you would visit are schools, clinics, 
neighborhoods, the national museum, and Sunday  
Mass at a Haitian Church. Room, board and airfare 
would be in the $1,000 to $1,300 range (depending 
on the airfare you get). The dates being booked 
are: April 5-12, April 26 to May 3, or May 9-16. 
Contact Outreach at info@outreachtohaiti.org,  
or call 860-887-1019 x817. If you can't make these 
dates, you can contact Outreach as noted above, 
and have them put you on a list to be contacted as 
more trips are planned. 
 

REMEMBER THE NEEDY IN OUR COMMUNITY.  
Food is collected all year, not just at the 
holidays. Please bring non-perishable 
foods to the church or office. We cannot 
distribute opened or out-of-date food. 
 

GIFT CARDS ARE NEEDED Please consider 
donating gas cards from Cumberland Farms, and 
food cards from Big Y for requests that come from 
the needy in our community. Put them in an 
envelope marked "office" and place them in the 
collection basket. Thank you. 
 

The ASHFORD FOOD BANK distribution is usually 
the 4th Friday, from 7-9 am at the Living Proof 
Church of Ashford.  
 

The WILLINGTON FOOD PANTRY is open weekly: 
Mon, 4 - 6 pm, & Wed, 10 - Noon. Patrons must be 
Willington residents and be screened by the social 
worker. Folks can come once monthly (on the day of 
their choice) to select shelf-stable food for their 
household. To apply, contact: Dir, Youth, Family & 
Social Serv., Town of Willington, 40 Old Farms Rd. 
Willington, CT 06279. Phone: 860-487-3118; FAX: 
860.487-3125 Email: wyfss@willingtonct.org. 

 

Young Adults Event 
Fellowship, Adoration, and Mass – Feb. 11th 

Young Adults ages 18–39 are invited for Fellowship, 
Adoration and Mass, Thurs, Feb 11th starting at  
Crossroads, 106 Rt. 66 East, Columbia, with a light 
dinner. From Crossroads, Young Adults will travel to 
St. Thomas Aquinas, 46 North Eagleville Rd. Storrs 
for Adoration and Mass, 8 pm – 9:30 pm. The event 
is free and attendants are welcome to come for only 
the fellowship or Adoration or Mass.  For info 
contact Liza Roach at (860)848-2237 ext. 305 
or lroach@norwichdiocese.net  

 

ALTAR SERVERS NEEDED: St. Philip 
needs Altar Servers for both Masses. Please 
consider being trained as an Altar Server. 

THANKS TO OUR SPONSOR ADVERTISERS 
CAN YOU JOIN THEM? 

Mary Hoffman will be reserving advertising 
sponsorships for the St. Philip and St. Jude Church 
bulletin the week of March 7th. We are asking local 
business owners to please consider taking a new ad 
and current advertisers to once again renew their 
ads.  We appreciate your help since the revenue 
from these ads makes this bulletin possible. If 
you are interested or would like more info, please 
call Mary at 1-(860)-836-8486. We thank you in 
advance for your consideration and generous 
support of the weekly bulletin and its sponsors. 

 

SNOW SHOVELERS NEEDED 
If you have been shoveling St. Philip & St. 
Jude’s sidewalks and plan to continue this 
year -- Thank You!  We still need 2 or 3 people at 
St. Philip’s who can assist or be a backup. The 
sidewalks would need to be shoveled out in the 
morning. 860-429-2860 or stphilipstjude@gmail.com 

 
PRAY FOR OUR SEMINARIANS/POSTULANTS  
Take a Post Card from the vestibule for any or all of 
our seminarians/postulants. Pray, write a brief note 
if you choose and drop it in the mail. Let your future 
priests/sisters know you are supporting them and 
ask them to pray for you. May God continue to send 
us shepherds after his own heart. 
 
MASS INTENTION ENVELOPES 
To make it easy to order a Mass for your beloved 
dead or for any occasion like an anniversary, 
birthday, etc., please pick up a Mass Intention 
envelope in the vestibule at St. Philip's or next to 
the bulletins on the table at St. 
Jude’s. You can fill it out and place it 
in the collection basket.  Weekend 
and Holy Day Masses are $20; 
weekday Masses are $15. 
 
JUBILEE YEAR OF MERCY PILGRIMAGE to 
Paris, Lourdes, the Saints of Provence, Pisa, Siena, 
Orvieto & Rome. May 29 – June 11, 2016 (14 days). 
$3,299 + tax from JFK. $500 deposit due by Feb 15, 
2016. Contact: Fr. Paul Ramen, 350 Pond Hill Rd., 
Moosup, CT 06354.  (860) 564-9767. 
pframen@att.net. 
 
HOSPITAL AND NURSING HOME VISITS  
If your loved one is ill at Home, hospitalized, or in a 
nursing home and would like Father Greg to visit 
them, please call the office or 
Father. Please provide their name, 
address, phone # and room #. 
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Eucharistic Adoration: two adorers are needed 
each hour after Mass on Fridays at St. Philip 
9am to 2pm. We need people who can 
commit to one hour, as well as people able 
to substitute when necessary. All are invited.  

 
NEW ADDRESS OR PHONE NUMBER?   
Are you Moving Out of the Area? No Longer Using 
Envelopes? Please inform the office of any changes 
in your membership or envelope status. If you or a 
loved one is planning a move to a nursing home or 
out of the area and you/they will no longer be a 
member of St. Philip or St. Jude parishes, please let 
the office know.  If your, or a loved one's 
financial circumstances change and you/they will no 
longer be using envelopes, please inform the 
office. Also, please notify the office of a new 
address or phone number if you are moving but will 
remain a parishioner here. This will allow us to keep 
our records accurate and up to date. Thank you! 
 

THE CLEANING ANGELS do a beautiful job 
keeping our church sparkling clean and you are so 
appreciated. We are still looking for someone to 
coordinate their schedule on a quarterly basis. 
 
WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS Please make 
yourself at home. If you would like to make St. Philip 
or St. Jude your parish, please put a registration 
form in the collection basket. 
 
RESTROOMS AT ST. PHILIP CHURCH are locked 
when office/church is closed for security. We are 
sorry for any inconvenience. Thank you. 
 
RELIGIOUS FREEDOM: In early January, the 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops filed 
an amicus brief with the U.S. Supreme Court 
supporting Little Sisters of the poor and other 
ministries challenging the HHS mandate. The brief 
claims that the government is violating federal law 
by speaking for the sisters in saying that the 
accommodation provided is the mandate is 
compatible with their religious beliefs.  If you haven’t 
done so already, please voice your opposition to the 
abortion and contraception mandate by calling 
President Obama at the White House at 202-456-
1111 or U.S. Secretary of Health and Human 
Services Sylvia Mathews Burwell at 202-205-5445. 
You may clarify that the mandate is in violation of 
our First Amendment right to religious freedom at: 
www.whitehouse.gov/contact.  
 

PLUMBERS NEEDED: Both parishes need 
plumbers to volunteer their time and talent for a few 
repairs. Church will supply all materials. Thank you! 

LIGHTHOUSE CATHOLIC CDS: There are CDs 
with orthodox Catholic teaching and some 
excellent testimonies of individuals and 
their faith walk. Thank you for all your 
donations. They help to keep the program 

going. If you have questions or requests contact 
Donna Vertefeuille at 860-429-4508 or email 
donna@vertefeuille.org. There is a new CD titled: 
The Four Last Things: Death, Judgment, 
Heaven, Hell. Fr. Mike Schmitz is one of the leading 
Catholic speakers in the Church today. Fr. Mike 
tackles four very difficult topics in this exceptional 
presentation: Death, Judgement, Heaven, and Hell. 
Listen to this talk and finally get the answers to the 
question: "What Happens When I Die?" 
 
MARRIAGE PREP CLASS FOR ENGAGED 
COUPLES “God’s Plan for a Joy-filled Marriage: 
offered by the Office of Family Life. To register for 
the 3-session class please call 860-848-2237x306. 
Date:        Fridays, February 5, 12, 19, 2016 
Time:       6:30 – 9 P.M. 
Location: Our Lady of Lourdes Church Hall, Route 
12, Gales Ferry 
Cost:        $60 per couple 
 

SHOW YOUR SUPPORT FOR LIFE! 
“Choose Life” License Plates with smiling faces 
are promoting adoptions and traveling everywhere 

as a witness to Life and Love. Give a 
gift that keeps on giving, it’s so easy! 
Go to www.fund-adoption.org for info 

or to download an application form. This helps fund 
agencies such as Catholic Charities.  
 

Do you or someone you know need a Prayer 
Shawl?   Contact: Carolann Hernberg:  
860- 487-0449, chernberg01@snet.net.  
 

Marriage Encounter Weekend ~ Give your 
marriage a spiritual boost. Come back refreshed 
and full of energy. A Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter Weekend will help you enjoy life with a 
new closeness to each other and with God. Email: 
meweekend@gmail.com.  Website: www.wwme.org.  
 
RACHEL’S VINEYARD RETREAT WEEKENDS “I 
did not think the sorrow and wounds from my 
abortion, could be healed.”  Healing and forgiveness 
begins with a Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat.  
rachelsvineyard.org “PROJECT RACHEL” is our 
Diocesan ministry for anyone seeking healing and 
forgiveness. Priests in Project Rachel ministry are 
there for you with God’s Grace and Mercy. Call 860-
889-8346 ext.283. All inquiries are confidential. 
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RETROUVAILLE OF CT If your marriage has 
become troubled, stressed, unloving or uncaring; if 
you are divorced or separated but want to try again, 
the Retrouvaille program can provide tools to 
communicate better, resolve conflicts fairly, and re-
discover why you fell in love. For info, call 1-800-
470-2230, email 3001@retrouvaille.org or go to our 
website www.helpourmarriage.com.  
 
 

INTERESTED IN LEARNING ABOUT ADOPTION?  
Catholic Charities provides services for all members 
of the adoption triad:  Infant adoption placements, 
domestic and international home studies and 
adoption searches. 860-889-8346 ext.282 or 
susansedensky@ccfsn.org. Monthly meetings for 
couples waiting to adopt or to learn about adoption 
and  weekly Birth Mother Support Group meetings 
every Tues 9:30 am at the Catholic Charities Office, 
331 Main St., Norwich. For info 860-889-8346 x 282. 
 
Love one another as I have loved you. As you do 
unto the least of your brothers, you do unto me. 
Familiar words – How can we put them into action? 

Ministering to the sick and elderly is a 
good beginning. St. Joseph’s Living 
Center, The ONLY Catholic 

healthcare facility in the Norwich Diocese, is 
seeking volunteers to join our chapel team assisting 
during 11 am daily Mass ESPECIALLY on the 
weekends. We also need volunteers to join our Vigil 
Team as we accompany our residents on their 
journey to eternal rest. If you hear God calling, 
please call Sarah Perry at 860-465-1107 ext. 124. 
 

Pregnant? Need help? CATHOLIC CHARITIES 
Pregnancy and Adoption Programs provide 
concrete help & answers. Call 1-800- BABYDUE, 
even if you simply want to talk. 
 

PARENTS DIVORCING AND/OR RESOLVING 
CHILD CUSTODY ISSUES – participate in the court 
suggested Parent Education Program. Are you 
concerned about the effects of divorce, separation 
or family disruption on your children? Catholic 
Charities offers ongoing, monthly one day 
Parenting Education Classes in Norwich, 
Rockville and Middletown. A monthly 2- part 
Spanish/bilingual parenting education class is 
held in Willimantic. Attendance at both sessions in 
the Willimantic class is required for the certificate of 
completion. Fees apply and are determined by the 
State of CT. Please call 1-860-889-8346 ext. 260 for 
registration and monthly class locations and dates.  

Natural Family Planning Classes ~ For Married 
and Engaged. (NFP) is the safe and loving 
alternative to the dangerous chemical and synthetic 
hormonal side-effects of contraception and birth 
control. NFP is scientific and 99% effective for 
conceiving or responsibly postponing your baby. 
NFP can also help with fertility problems. Home 
Study and online are available. Classes are ongoing 
in our diocese. Call the Collison’s 860-399-8265. 
www.ccli.org. Virtual Online and Home Study 
Course in English and Spanish also available.  
 

Home Buyers and Foreclosure Prevention 
Classes: For help with purchasing a home, fallen 
behind on mortgage payments or help with 
budgeting or filling out applications for EMAP. All 
services are provided free at Catholic Charities, 
a HUD approved Counseling Agency. The Free 
ongoing Foreclosure Prevention and 8 hour 
Home Buyers Education Classes are offered by 
Catholic Charities in Norwich, New London and 
Plainfield locations. Info: 860-889-8346 ext. 271.  
 

If you need a Gluten-free host, please 
request one during communion. 
 
CATHOLIC ALASKAN EXPLORER CRUISE  
7-night Cruise w/ Fr. William Gold. July 23-30, 2016 
on Holland America’s Westerdam from Seattle, WA. 
Ports of Call: Juneau, Alaska, Glacier Bay National 
Park, Sitka, Alaska, Ketchikan, Alaska, Victoria, 
British Columbia. Prices begin at $2677 for two 
passengers which includes all port fees and taxes. 
Daily Mass offered. Deposits of $350 per person will 
reserve your cabin. Space is limited. For further info 
or to register, contact Doug or Eileen at 860-399-
1785 or Doug@CatholicCruisesAndTours.com. 
 
MASS OF HEALING at Spiritual Renewal Center, 
11 Bath St Norwich, CT on Mon, Jan Feb. 8th & 
22nd at PM. Fr. Ray is the Celebrant, healing prayer 
by Judith. 860-887-0702. 
 

CHARISMATIC PRAISE, PRAYER AND WORSHIP 
every Tues at 2 PM at Spiritual Renewal Center. 
 

Seven Week Life in the Spirit Seminar  begins 
Wed, Feb 17th 2-4 pm  - for information call Spiritual 
Renewal 860-887-0702. 
 
Eucharistic Holy Hour for Vocations:  
Sunday, Jan 31st 6-7 pm. Our Lady of Lourdes 
Catholic Church, 1650 Route 12, Gales Ferry, CT. 
Exposition, Adoration, Rosary, Confession and 
Benediction.
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UPCOMING EVENTS www.holyfamilyretreat.org. 
HOLY FAMILY RETREAT CENTER, W. Hartford 
FEBRUARY 
Friday-Sunday, Feb 5-7. Holy Family Retreat 
Center, West Hartford. Men’s Weekend 
Retreat:  “Into the Heart of Mercy.” Explore ways of 
cultivating mercy amid life’s inevitable challenges. 
$295 – more if you can, less if you can’t. 860-760-
9705. www.holyfamilyretreat.org 
Tuesday, Feb 9 (also Feb 16, 23, Mar 1, 8, 
15), 10:30 a.m.-noon. Holy Family Retreat Center, 
West Hartford. Discovering the Heart of Music, with 
Fr. David Cinquegrani. This six-week course will 
include a thorough study of the music of the 
Classical, Romantic and Twentieth Century periods. 
$300.  
Wednesday, Feb 10, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. or 6-9 p.m. 
Holy Family Retreat Center, West Hartford. Ash 
Wednesday Retreat: Responding to Pope Francis’ 
Message, with Fr. David Cinquegrani. How can we 
bring the message of God's love to the poor and 
sinners and make the Gospels come alive among 
family and friends and in our broken world? $40, 
includes meal.  
Friday-Sunday, Feb 12-14. Holy Family Retreat 
Center, West Hartford. College Weekend Retreat: 
“Into the Heart of Mercy.” Explore ways of cultivating 
mercy amid life’s inevitable challenges. $75 
Friday-Sunday, Feb 12-14. Holy Family Retreat 
Center, West Hartford. Couples Weekend Retreat: 
“Into the Heart of Mercy.” Explore ways of cultivating 
mercy amid life’s inevitable challenges. Includes 
gourmet Valentine’s dinner on Saturday night. $650 
per couple, more if you can, less if you can’t.  
Saturday, Feb 13, 6 p.m. Holy Family Retreat 
Center, West Hartford. Hearts and Wine: Valentine’s 
Gourmet Dinner. Couples and singles welcome. 
$150 per couple, $75 per person.  
Friday-Sunday, Feb 19-21. Holy Family Retreat 
Center, West Hartford. Men’s Weekend 
Retreat:  “Into the Heart of Mercy.” Explore ways of 
cultivating mercy amid life’s inevitable challenges. 
$295 – more if you can, less if you can’t.  
Friday-Sunday, Feb 26-28. Holy Family Retreat 
Center, West Hartford. Men’s Weekend 
Retreat:  “Into the Heart of Mercy.” Explore ways of 
cultivating mercy amid life’s inevitable challenges. 
$295 – more if you can, less if you can’t.  
MARCH 
Tuesday, Mar 1, 9:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Holy Family 
Retreat Center, West Hartford. Praying Our Broken 
World with Mary, led by Andree Grafstein. We will 
look to Mary, Our Lady of Sorrows, for guidance on 
being present to and praying with brokenness. $65, 
includes lunch.  

Thursday, Mar 3, 7-8:30 a.m. Holy Family Retreat 
Center, West Hartford. Your Faith at Work: Doubt, 
Mother Teresa, and My Best Pajamas, with Dr. 
Brandon Nappi. Mass at 7 a.m. followed by 
breakfast and stimulating conversation. $25 
Friday-Sunday, Mar 4-6. Holy Family Retreat 
Center, West Hartford. Women’s Weekend 
Retreat:  “Into the Heart of Mercy.” Explore ways of 
cultivating mercy amid life’s inevitable challenges. 
$295 – more if you can, less if you can’t.  
Saturday, Mar 5, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Holy Family 
Retreat Center, West Hartford. Knitting Retreat: The 
Spirituality of Working with our Hands, with Rachel 
Valente. Explore the spiritual fruits of the ancient 
crafts of knitting and crochet and their history. 
Please bring a simple project to work on. $65, 
includes lunch.  
Friday-Sunday, Mar 11-13. Holy Family Retreat 
Center, West Hartford. Men’s Weekend 
Retreat:  “Into the Heart of Mercy.” Explore ways of 
cultivating mercy amid life’s inevitable challenges. 
$295 – more if you can, less if you can’t.  
Wednesday, Mar 16, 6-9 p.m. Holy Family Retreat 
Center, West Hartford. Women’s Evening Retreat: 
Life Stages: Taking Care at Every Age, with Sr. 
Mary Ann Strain. The evening will focus on what 
women of every age can do to create a rich and 
fulfilling future for themselves. $40, includes dinner.  
Friday-Sunday, Mar 18-20. Holy Family Retreat 
Center, West Hartford. Men’s Weekend 
Retreat:  “Into the Heart of Mercy.” Explore ways of 
cultivating mercy amid life’s inevitable challenges. 
$295 – more if you can, less if you can’t.  
Saturday, Mar 19, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Holy Family 
Retreat Center, West Hartford. A Journey With 
Jesus through the Gospel, with Mahri Leonard-
Fleckman. On the cusp of Holy Week, come walk 
with Jesus through the Gospel of Luke. $65, 
includes lunch.  
Thursday-Saturday, Mar 24-26. Holy Family 
Retreat Center, West Hartford. The Path of 
Transformation: Holy Week Triduum Retreat. Enter 
deeply into the most sacred days of the Christian 
year. $295, through Saturday brunch; $325, through 
Saturday dinner and Easter Vigil.  
 
The Groton-Ledyard Parish Cluster invites you 
to join (by DVD) bishop Fulton J. Sheen. 
Wednesdays at 7 pm. Feb 3: Love is Truth at Our 
Lady of Lourdes, Gales Ferry. Feb 17: Love is Faith 
at Our Lady of Lourdes, Gales Ferry. Mar 2: Love is 
Hope at St. Mary, Mother-of-the-Redeemer, Groton. 
Mar 16: Love is Eternal at Our Lady of Lourdes, 
Gales Ferry. Mar 23: Good Friday Special at Sacred 
Heart, Groton.

http://www.holyfamilyretreat.org/
http://www.holyfamilyretreat.org/


 

                                                                                      Diocese of Norwich 

Office of the Bishop 
 201 Broadway 

Norwich, Connecticut  06360 
(860) 887-9294 

 
      MOST REVEREND 
   MICHAEL R. COTE, D.D.      

 
 
       January 8, 2016 
 
Dear Parents, Grandparents, Friends in Christ, 
 
 I write to you every year at this time to bring to your attention that Catholic Schools Week is 
scheduled for January 31, 2016, through February 6, 2016. We highlight this special week to emphasize 
the fact that Catholic education is the center of our efforts to bring the Good News of Jesus Christ to the 
young people of our diocese and to encourage you to join us in one of our 12 PreK-8 Catholic schools or 
one of our 5 Catholic high schools.  Your children and grandchildren are the future of the Catholic Church.  
Together we must do all we can to guide them into the fullness of the Gospels, the power of the sacraments 
and the richness of our Catholic traditions. 
 
 I am well aware that the first priority of parenting is the health and safety of each child.  Immediately 
after that, however, comes education because, we all know, education is the key to opportunity and 
opportunity opens the door to the possibility of a healthy, successful and fulfilling life.  From my perspective 
as bishop, Catholic education raises the experience for each child and young adult to an even higher level 
because it allows us to partner with parents and grandparents to bring prayer, religious education, the 
sacraments and a moral framework for each child to find his/her path to salvation.  Character does matters 
and so does civic virtue.  Our schools excel in producing students who exhibit both of these qualities. 
 
 It is true:  Catholic education is not a tuition free experience as it was years ago.  There have been 
major demographic and sociological changes in society and the Church and tuition is one reality that we 
have to deal with that creates an added burden for parents who wish to send their children to a Catholic 
school. The good news is that the fullness of the Church, through parish contributions and donations, 
provides a subsidy to help reduce tuition costs and other generous benefactors, who know the value of 
Catholic education, contribute to support our Mission through financial aid. 
 
 For activities and programs during Catholic Schools Week please check your church bulletin, take 
note of information on church posters and/or check the school, parish or diocesan websites.  
 
 Nothing would make me happier than to know that we are blessed by God’s grace with having every 
seat in our schools filled by students whose parents and grandparents are eager to join our Mission. 
 
       Sincerely yours in Christ, 

       
       Bishop of Norwich 
 
  

 



 
 

 
 

The Quiet Corner Chapter of the Disabled American Vets 
Are you a veteran who is either combat or has a service related disability, and have filed or need assistance with filing for 

Veterans Administration Benefits? Are you interested in learning more?  We are looking for you. 
Contact: 

Rocky Daigle   860 – 918-0532 
Barry Bernier   860 – 830-5443 

Mark Rivard   860 – 933 – 6877   or    mlrivard@charter.net 
The mission of the Disabled American Veterans is dedicated to a single purpose; empowering Veterans to led high quality lives 
with respect and dignity. We accomplish this by making sure Veterans and their families can access the full range of benefits 

available to them; fighting for interest of Americas injured heroes on Capitol Hill and educating the public about the great sacrifices 
and needs of veterans back to civilian life. 

     
  

http://www.frugal-cafe.com/public_html/frugal-blog/frugal-cafe-blogzone/2012/01/09/how-to-peeve-ahmadinejad-us-navy-rescues-15-iranians-from-somali-pirates-in-persian-gulf/


 



 
 


