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My brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 

This coming November 6 – 12, our diocesan family will be celebrating National Vocation 
Awareness Week. We all know that each individual vocation is both a gift from God our Father 
who created us for a very specific purpose here on earth and ultimately to share in eternal life 
with Him, His Son, and The Holy Spirit. 

Through the efforts of our Diocesan Vocation Office, every parish has been sent 
excellent materials to be ordered/used, by parish families throughout this particular week. It is 
a great time for our priests to speak about their “vocation stories” and for the religious sisters 
and brothers who serve here in the diocese to do the same.  
As a diocese we have been working hard to build a “culture of vocations” over the last several 
years. I enjoy so much and am very inspired when I visit a parish each month to lead our 
Monthly Holy Hour for Vocations. I especially enjoy seeing the young people who come out to 
pray with us for vocations and the young families also. Also, I know that the efforts of the 
Catholic Community of students and several of our diocesan priests have worked together the 
last several years at praying for vocations and growing as disciples of our Lord at St. Thomas 
Aquinas parish on the campus at UCONN.  
 Just this past June, I ordained four new priests for service in our diocese and two new 
permanent deacons were ordained in July. We presently have eight seminarians who are all at 
different junctures along the way of studies towards ordination to priesthood. These are all 
wonderful signs of the Harvest Master answering our prayers but we must continue. 
Remember that ultimately every vocation is born from the family. It is important for those who 
are parents to gather the family regularly in continued learning of the faith, and in sharing the 
sacramental life of the church regularly.  
 Though our weekly schedules can be overloaded with activities that include school, 
sports, work, study and other necessities, we must work at always taking time to be open to 
the Lord. He might be calling your son to the priesthood, or your daughter/son to religious life. 
He might be asking you to identify that in your children or to encourage someone else you may 
see such a call in.  
 Therefore, this coming November take time during this special week of prayer and 
awareness to open your heart, re-commit to searching or guiding someone else who may be 
searching to know their purpose in this world. Can you help them see what God is asking of 
them? Thank you as always for keeping all of our religious sisters/brothers, our diocesan 
priests and me your unworthy servant in your prayers. God, continue to bless our diocese with 
many more strong vocations to serve in your vineyard.  
 
 With every best wish, I am 
 
      Sincerely yours in Christ, 

      
      Bishop of Norwich  

 


