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My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
 I know from our many conversations across the Diocese, that you are keenly aware of the 
continuing need for more priests to meet the demands of our active faith community. I deeply 
appreciate your encouraging a culture of vocations. 
 

 We all contribute by praying for our future priests and supporting them in every way 
possible. I thank you for your very generous response to the Annual Seminary Education Fund 
Appeal. This year's appeal takes place in your local parish the weekend of May 6 – 7th. The 
young men discerning a commitment to the priesthood thank you for being there for them. They 
feel your strong support. 
 

 At this time last year, we had eleven men studying for the diocese, all at different points of 
the journey through formation. Four of those men I was blessed to ordain to the priesthood last 
June 25th.  In turn, we are blessed by their service in the diocese. 
 

 Presently, we have two men who are in their philosophical studies, four in different years 
of major seminary, and two who are just now finishing up their two-year English programs before 
transitioning back to college undergraduate work and/or seminary work.  Please pray for Mr. 
Frank Gilbert as he prepares for ordination to the transitional diaconate on June 8, 2017, at St. 
Mary of Czestochowa in Middletown CT. 
 

 I ask you to please also join me in praying for the ten other men in the diocese discerning 
a call to priesthood, and for others you may know or think should also discern God’s call. Have 
you noticed priestly characteristics in a young man in your parish, your town community, or 
possibly even in your own son? If so, speak with them, pray for them and recommend them to 
your pastor. Our heavenly Father often chooses to “wake up” a call by using others as His 
instruments.  
 

 We look forward to many of these men responding generously to God’s call and to be 
welcomed into sponsorship one day in the Diocese of Norwich. As we accept new candidates to 
study for the diocese, we must be ready financially to give them the necessary support 
they need as they give themselves over to the Church for formation to the priesthood. Again, I 
thank you for your kindness and generosity. You may wish to consider increasing your gift this 
year to the Seminary Education Fund Annual Appeal. Our costs of education for the past two 
years reached $548,300.00. Our need continues to be significant.  
 

 Each year our seminarians return to the diocese during the first couple of weeks of May. 
Please keep them in your thoughts and prayers as they finish their academic, spiritual, pastoral 
and human formation for this year.  
 

 Your future priests know you are with them. May God bless you for your generosity, 
kindness, faithfulness and prayers. 
        

      Sincerely yours in Christ, 

        
        Bishop of Norwich  

 


