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       April 19, 2016 
 
My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
 The annual diocesan Seminarian Education Fund Collection is an invitation for you to 
participate again this year in the education of our future priests, who are our “hope for the 
future.” 
 
 The mission of the priest is to bring us to Jesus, and to bring Jesus to us.  Today, we 
are blessed to have more seminarians preparing for the priesthood than we have seen in 
many years in the Diocese.  Eleven seminarians in all, four of whom are preparing to be 
ordained to the priesthood in June.  This is a testament to the faith and prayers of our people, 
the strength of our families, the witness of our priests and religious, and especially to the 
goodness and mercy of God.  We join together as a Diocese dedicated to the support of our 
seminarians.  This is why we are asking for your continuing prayers and assistance.  
 
 Seminary costs now average $28,000 a year per student.  Our expenses this year to 
assist our seminarians with tuition, room and board and health care are an estimated 
$308,000.  Because the number of seminarians is increasing, so is our need to pay it forward 
by helping them with a generous contribution to the Seminarian Education Fund Collection, 
the weekend of April 30 – May 1, 2016.  Your prayers and generosity will make a huge 
difference now — and for the future of our Church. 
 
 Our seminarians will be completing their seminary year early this May.  Please keep 
them in your prayers as they come back to the diocese for a brief rest before heading to their 
various summer assignments around the diocese.  Deacons Jeff Ellis, Peter Langevin, Tom 
Griffin and Juan Aguirre are preparing to be ordained to the Holy Priesthood on June 25, 
2016, at the Cathedral of St. Patrick in Norwich.  Please join us for this momentous occasion 
if you can.  
 
 Thank you, again, for what you prayerfully decide you can do to help defray the 
seminarians’ education expenses for the coming year.  May God bless each of you 
throughout this Easter Season and always for your many sacrifices and kindnesses.  May He 
continue to call young men to His priesthood and both men and women to serve His Church 
in consecrated life.  
 
       Sincerely yours in Christ, 

       
       Bishop of Norwich 

 


