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My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
 Thank you for your generous assistance again last year with our annual Seminarian Education 
Fund appeal which raised $79,713.00, 26.8 percent of our total cost. 
 
 The weekend of May 2 and 3, I again ask your support of the Seminarian Education Fund Appeal. 
It is very possible that by the beginning of August the number of seminarians we will be educating will 
have grown to TWELVE! This is an answer to the many prayers we all have been offering during these 
past years which are now bearing fruit. 
 
 Of course as more men respond generously to the call to study for the priesthood, the cost of 
educating them also goes up.  In 2014, our total cost for seminarians was $297,228.28, which included 
tuition, room and board, testing, insurance, stipends, taxes, travel and other miscellaneous expenses 
incurred. The need is great and your help is needed more than ever. 
 
 This June I will be ordaining three of our seminarians to the Transitional Diaconate and God willing 
a fourth sometime early next winter. We could be ordaining four men to the priesthood then in 2016!  The 
vocation office is presently working with the Spanish ministry office to bring four men from Medellin, 
Colombia, who are willing to begin their studies of English and then finish their seminary studies here for 
the diocese as well. We have one other candidate who has sent in his application and may begin 
seminary this fall as well. 
 
 Therefore I ask you to please prayerfully consider what you are able to do by way of a gift to the 
Seminarian Education Fund this year. It is very possible that we will be looking at an education expense 
of $300,000.00, for the coming year. This is both a burden and also a joy to know that more men are 
responding to the call of the Lord.  
 
 Our seminarians will be completing their seminary year early this May. Please keep them in your 
prayers as they come back to the diocese for a brief rest before heading to their various summer 
assignments around the diocese. Pray especially for Jeff Ellis, Peter Langevin and Tom Griffin as they 
prepare for their Transitional Diaconate Ordination on June 6, 2015 at St. Patrick Cathedral in Norwich 
and for Juan Aguirre, Frank Gilbert, Deacon Ron Blank and Michael Bovino as they continue forward.  
  
 Thank you again for whatever you prayerfully decide to do to help defray the seminarian education 
expenses for the coming year. May God bless each of you throughout this Easter Season for your many 
sacrifices and kindnesses. May He continue to call young men to His priesthood and both men and 
women to serve His Church in consecrated life.  
 
      Sincerely yours in Christ, 

      
      Bishop of Norwich 

 


