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My dear sisters and brothers in Christ, 
  
The theme of the 2015-2016 Respect Life Program, “Every life is worth living,” seems so obvious that it would 
need no further explanation.  Yet many in our society no longer cherish “the incomparable value of every 
human person.” (Pope John Paul II) 
 The annual Respect Life Program reaffirms that all human life is worthy of respect.  Life in every 
circumstance matters.  Babies waiting to be born and newborn babies, the frail elderly, the infirm, the dying, 
the downtrodden, the homeless, the unemployed and the underemployed, the young and the old and people of 
all ages and conditions – “Every life is worth living.” 
 But what is the origin of the value we place on human life?  The answer begins with creation.  As our 
Holy Father Pope Francis wrote in Laudato Si, (On Care For Our Common Home),   “The Creator can say 
to each one of us: ’Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you’ (Jeremiah 1:5).  We were conceived in the 
heart of God, and for this reason each of us is the result of a thought of God.  Each of us is willed, each of us is 
loved, each of us is necessary.”  NO. 65.  Human beings have inestimable value because we are conceived in 
the heart of God and are willed, loved, and necessary.  Acknowledging the sacredness of human life, Scripture 
puts it another way when it teaches that we are made in God’s image and likeness.  When we reverence life, 
we are paying homage to God Our Creator and Redeemer. 
 From a pre-born in his or her Mother’s womb to an adult, and in all the stages of life in between, human 
persons come forth from God’s unconditional love.  In His human nature, the Son of God, Jesus Christ, 
redeemed us.  In their human nature, the saints, down through the ages, have manifested the face of God by 
living the Gospel and responding to God’s call to follow His Son as His disciples.  In his recent encyclical, Pope 
Francis speaks of his patron saint, Saint Francis of Assisi, who “was particularly concerned for God’s creation 
and for the poor and outcast.”  Noting that he called all creatures “brother” or “sister”, the Holy Father observed 
that that approach to all creation and all creatures causes “care to well up spontaneously.”  Pope Francis 
points out that Saint Francis of Assisi’s “Poverty and austerity . . . . was a refusal to turn reality into an object 
simply to be used and controlled.“ 
 How do we prevent people from exploiting human beings and treating them as objects to be used for 
one’s pleasure, or greed, or selfish desires?  We must begin with prayer.  Both in private and public prayer, at 
home and at Church, we need to open our minds and hearts to God in prayer that people of good-will see life 
not as a commodity to be sold for profit or as a burden but as the precious gift that life is.   
 There are so many ways in which we glimpse God’s love and the beauty of human life.  The following 
are just a few:  Birthrights, Soup Kitchens, Catholic Charities, Medical Clinics, and Social Service centers, in 
legal aid services, apostolates that rehabilitate prisoners, and in those who care for the frail elderly.  These 
agencies deserve our support as we re-dedicate ourselves to respect human life not only by condemning what 
threatens life but by promoting what enhances it.  Witnessing to life’s value, we must treat others with respect 
and love in our hearts.  By being courteous, loving, and respectful of others, we change our world into God’s 
Kingdom of peace, justice, and love. 
 May our participation in the Respect Life Program awaken in us how crucial our need is to restore 
reverence for human life in all its stages of human existence.  Every life is worth living! 

 

     Sincerely yours in Christ, 

 
      Bishop of Norwich 

 


