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My dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,  
 

Human life is sacred and must be defended from the moment of conception until 
natural death.  This January 22, 2017, marks the forty-fourth anniversary of the Supreme 
Court decision legalizing abortion on demand.  It is estimated that since that time 59 million 
abortions have been performed in the United States.  The numbers are staggering.  To voice 
a counter protest to this “culture of death” thousands upon thousands of young and old 
march in Washington, DC, to witness to the sanctity of human life.  This year’s march will be 
January 27.  Those marching represent hope and are heeding the call of Pope Francis in 
Amoris Laetitia who teaches us “that one of the most important tasks of families is to provide 
an education in hope.” 

 

As Catholic people of life, our faith is Eucharistic.  It stems from the self-giving of 
Jesus on the cross.  St. John Paul II, in Evangelium Vitae, notes: “It is upon meditating on the 
spectacle of the cross that we shall discover in this glorious tree the fulfillment and the 
complete revelation of the whole Gospel of Life.”  The self-giving love of Jesus on the cross 
is the model for our own self-giving and our own efforts to promote the culture of life.  This 
begins at home, in the family.  In Amoris Laetitia, Pope Francis notes, “The family is the 
setting in which a new life is not only born but also welcomed as a gift of God.”  In a 
catechesis, February 11, 2015, the Holy Father notes: “Children are a gift. Each one is 
unique and irreplaceable.” 

 

In Amoris Laetitia Pope Francis addresses a cultural line of thought seemingly at odds 
with the self-giving love of Jesus on the cross.  He notes: “Here I feel it urgent to state that, if 
the family is the sanctuary of life, the place where life is conceived and cared for, it is a 
horrendous contradiction when it becomes a place where life is rejected and destroyed.  So 
great is the value of human life, and so inalienable the right to life of an innocent child 
growing in the womb, that no alleged right to one’s body can justify a decision to terminate 
that life.”  Here we see a dramatic clash of philosophies.  One says, “This is my body” - a 
sacrificial gift offered up in love for all of us.  This is the love of Jesus. Another philosophy 
says, “This is my body. I have the right to choose.”  If we are to change hearts and minds in 
the abortion debate it will only be through Eucharistic (self-giving) love.  To that extent, the 
anniversary of Roe v. Wade is an opportunity for all of us to reflect on the hidden presence of 
Jesus in the lives of countless men and women who feel there is no choice. 

 

In the end, Pope Francis encourages each of us to “have a big heart” and to be the 
larger family of those in crisis situations.  “This larger family should provide love and support 
to teenage mothers, children without parents, and single mothers left to raise children.  
“Scripture tells us to “always be ready to give an account for the hope that lies within you.” (1 
Pet 3:15)  We are people of hope and the countless young men and women who are 
embracing “the Gospel of life” are a great sign of hope for our age.  Thank you for all that you 
do to build a culture of life in the Diocese of Norwich. 
 

       Sincerely yours in Christ, 

       
       Bishop of Norwich 

 


