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My dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,  
 
 On Italy’s Day for Life in 2015, our Holy Father Pope Francis encouraged Christians to be 
faithful to their commitment to life and called all who embrace the mission of pro-life to “a 
renewed esteem of the human person and a more adequate care of life, from conception to 
natural death.” Referring to the killing of unborn children, Pope Francis said that abortion is the 
result of “the selfishness of a culture that does not love life.” Reaffirming the Church’s position on 
reverence for all human life, Pope Francis noted the Church will never compromise on its 
opposition against abortion.  “I want to be completely honest in this regard. This is not something 
subject to alleged reforms or modernizations. It is not ‘progressive’ to try to resolve problems by 
eliminating human life.”   
 
 Time after time, with the authority given it by Jesus Christ, the Church has reiterated its 
teaching that all human life is sacred and must be reverenced from conception to natural death. 
In its teachings and its witness, the Church embraces defenseless children waiting to be born as 
well all who inhabit this world with the tenderness of God’s love. The Church preaches the 
Gospel of care and service, the Gospel of the works of mercy and compassion. “The works of 
mercy are the visible sign of our confession that the Son of God became flesh: visiting the sick, 
feeding the hungry, taking care of those who are abandoned: works of mercy…. The reason is 
because each of our brothers and sisters whom we must love is the flesh of Christ.” (Pope 
Francis, January 7, 2016). 
 
 In this Great Jubilee of Mercy, works of mercy renew in us an awareness of God’s 
presence in our lives and in the lives of our brothers and sisters, born and unborn. They not only 
express our love for God but also for those whom He has called to life. Today we live in a culture 
that denies the right to life to the most vulnerable among us, the defenseless unborn. We know 
all too well that similarly, the denial of the right to life for the frail elderly and the terminally ill 
threatens the very fiber of our society. The practice of the works of mercy is an effective means 
of bringing about change in our anti-life culture by changing the hearts of those who have grown 
callous and disregard the dignity and sacredness of all human life.  
 
 During this Jubilee of Mercy, as we approach the forty-third (43) anniversary of the 
legalization of abortion in our country, may we make the works of mercy a part of the practice of 
our faith and an example of our life in Jesus Christ, who came to us so that we might have life in 
abundance. May our witness to life make visible the merciful love of God Whose only begotten 
Son gave His life for us and for our salvation. Through the intercession of Mary Virgin and 
Mother, may our words and our works speak of our resolve to protect, defend, and nurture all 
human life, born and unborn. 
 
       Sincerely yours in Christ, 

       
       Bishop of Norwich      

 


