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My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
 In the Jubilee Year of Mercy, especially during Holy Week, we reflect on the Eucharist and 
priesthood.  We pray for our priests that they may always exemplify the love and mercy of Christ 
and that they may worthily carry on His ministry to reveal the image of God the Father and His 
merciful love for us.  Since the establishment of this Diocese in 1953, hundreds of faithful priests 
have given glory to God through the celebration of the Sacraments and the preaching of the 
Gospel.  In their priestly ministry, our priests are called to be merciful like our Heavenly Father.   
 

At Easter, we remember those retired priests who over the years have been an inspiration 
to us.  At this sacred time, I ask for your prayers for our priests, especially those who are ill and in 
need of our prayers and our financial support due to their infirmities.  For the past thirty-three (33) 
years, the Diocese has appealed to the faithful to remember in prayer the priests who serve them 
in the person of Jesus Christ.  We have special concern for their needs and we want to help them. 

 
 Annually, the Easter Collection is taken up for sick and retired priests of our Diocese.  In 
the fiscal year that ended on June 30, 2015, the Easter Collection amounted to $209,277.  The 
Diocese spent $289,447 for sick and retired priests.  The money was spent for medical insurance 
for sick and retired priests, medical costs not covered by insurance, such as special housing 
needs, the cost of necessary extended stays in nursing homes after surgery, convalescent home 
care, counseling, residential care, and monthly compensation for priests on sick leave. 
 
 Through your Easter gift, you help to provide security and support to these devoted priests.  
Please show your love and care for our retired and infirm priests by offering a generous gift for 
them in the special second collection at all Masses on Easter weekend. 
 
 May God bless your generosity to this appeal and may you have a blessed observance of 
Holy Week and a holy and happy Easter. 
 
       Sincerely yours in Christ, 

       
       Bishop of Norwich 

 


