
       Diocese of Norwich 
Office of the Bishop 

 201 Broadway 
Norwich, Connecticut  06360 

(860) 887-9294 
      MOST REVEREND 
   MICHAEL R. COTE, D.D.      
         January 6, 2014 
 

 
My dear sisters and brothers in Christ, 
 

The 41st annual March for Life will be held in Washington D.C. January 22, 2014. This 
annual event marks the anniversary of the Roe v. Wade decision legalizing abortion in the 
United States. In his latest apostolic exhortation, Evangelii Gaudium, (The joy of the Gospel), 
Pope Francis is calling the church to a joyful proclamation of the gospel. What better way to 
witness to the dignity of human life than to march on behalf of those whose lives are most 
vulnerable. 

In the opening paragraphs of the letter, Pope Francis develops the theme of the danger 
of a “throw away culture”. This prevailing attitude also extends to our views of human life. He 
states: “The great danger in today’s world, pervaded as it is by consumerism, is the desolation 
and anguish born of a complacent and covetous heart, the feverish pursuit of frivolous 
pleasures, and a blunted conscience. Whenever our interior life becomes caught up in its own 
interests and concerns, there is no longer room for others, no place for the poor.” Do you not 
see how this prevailing attitude can extend to our view of unborn life? What if a family receives 
a pre-natal diagnosis that the child has Down Syndrome? If the parents do not see the child as 
a gift of God they may choose to abort-a decision many choose. 

Later in the same document Pope Francis specifically mentions the issue of unborn 
children. Because of the richness of the text I will quote it at length: “Among the vulnerable for 
whom the Church wishes to care with particular love and concern are unborn children, the 
most defenseless and innocent among us. Nowadays efforts are made to deny them their 
human dignity and to do with them whatever one pleases, taking their lives and passing laws 
preventing anyone from standing in the way of this. Frequently, as a way of ridiculing the 
Church’s effort to defend their lives, attempts are made to present her position as ideological, 
obscurantist and conservative. Yet this defense of unborn life is closely linked to the defense of 
each and every human right. It involves the conviction that a human being is always sacred 
and inviolable, in any situation and at every stage of development. Human beings are ends in 
themselves and never a means of resolving other problems. Once this conviction disappears, 
so do solid and lasting foundations for the defense of human rights, which would always be 
subject to the passing whims of the powers that be. Reason alone is sufficient to recognize the 
inviolable value of each single human life, but if we also look at the issue from the standpoint 
of faith, ‘every violation of the personal dignity of the human being cries out in vengeance to 
God and is an offence against the creator of the individual.’” 

To be a sign of contradiction to the “throw away culture” that Pope Francis speaks about 
we need to joyfully proclaim the Gospel of Life to a culture that is hurting and wounded. Be 
people of life, people who cherish life in all its fullness and we will bring the light of Christ into 
the darkness of the world. Peace be with you. 

With every best wish, I am 
 
      Sincerely yours in Christ, 

      
      Bishop of Norwich 

 


