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My dear friends in Christ, 
 
 For over forty years the National Catholic Education Association (NCEA) has utilized “Catholic Education 
Week” to bring the good news of Catholic Schools to the attention of the nation.  This year, the seven days inclusive of 
Sunday, January 25 and Saturday, January 31, 2015, will be utilized by our schools and parishes to share information, 
answer questions and provide opportunities to visit our schools in order to help parents form and shape good 
decisions about the education of their children in our Catholic Schools. 
 
 The current theme for Catholic Education Week is Faith, Knowledge, Service.  Children leaving our schools 
will be deep in their faith, strong in their knowledge and prepared to live a life that gives service to those in need.  In 
the best of all worlds, every Catholic would want this for his/her children. 
 
 As your bishop, I am writing to you in support of Catholic Education Week, anticipating that your pastor, as well 
as our Catholic school principals, teachers, parents and students will share with you the value of our Catholic schools 
through a variety of meaningful communications. I encourage all parents to explore and choose our schools to partner 
with them and their parish to provide for the moral development of their children. 
 
 More specifically, in this very complex and materialistic world we live in, every week should be Catholic 
Education Week so that the re-occurring theme of Faith, Knowledge, Service resonates consistently through your 
parish community with leadership from your pastor.  Our children need: a school that brings to light and life every day 
each child’s prayerful nature; a school that provides a Gospel-based religion program that demonstrates how to live a 
Christian life; and, a school that shows how to live a sacramental life that will carry into adulthood.  Today’s young 
people are the future of our Catholic Church.  Christian life and values cannot be lost to television, movies and the 
internet.  I believe Catholic schools are the best educational option and if finances are a concern, they should not be 
an impediment to enrollment.  Financial aid is available to families that need tuition assistance.  
 
 As parish communities across the diocese, please join me in weekly prayer that parents, as they model a 
Christian life for their children, are open to this message and consider a faith formation school for their children that 
will help them find salvation through Jesus Christ, our Savior.  
 

 

      Sincerely yours in Christ, 

 
      Bishop of Norwich 

 



 


