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My dear sisters and brothers in Christ, 

 

 “Human life is sacred because from its beginning it involves the creative action of God and it remains 

forever in a special relationship with the Creator, who is its sole end. “ (CCC #2258) This quote from Donum 

Vitae underlines what has been the consistent teaching of the Catholic Church-the fifth commandment: You shall 

not kill. (Ex 20:13, Deut 5:17).  With ever increasing threats to human life it is important to clarify this simple 

truth. This January 22, 2015 marks the 42
nd

 anniversary of the United States Supreme Court decision legalizing 

abortion. Since that date 54, 559, 615 abortions have been performed according to data from the Centers for 

Disease Control and the Guttmacher Institute.  

 

 The Catholic Church has always been a prophetic witness to what Saint John Paul II called the “culture of 

life.” Pope Francis in his apostolic exhortation Evangelii Gaudium-The Joy of the Gospel, highlights one of the 

world’s greatest problems: individualism. He states: “The individualism of our postmodern and globalized era 

favors a lifestyle which weakens the development and stability of personal relationships and distorts family 

bonds. Pastoral activity needs to bring out more clearly the fact that our relationship with the Father demands and 

encourages a communion which heals, promotes and reinforces personal bonds.” Those words echo the opening 

sentence of the Catechism of the Catholic Church which states: “God, infinitely perfect and blessed in himself, in 

a plan of sheer goodness freely created man to make him share in his own blessed life.” (CCC 1) With the 

popularity of words like “choice” we have distorted the reality of what takes place in abortion: an unborn child is 

killed. 

 

 The use of language to distort meaning and intent has also crept into another of the world’s problems: 

relativism. In a poignant passage of Evangelii Gaudium Pope Francis notes: “while the church insists on objective 

moral norms which are valid for everyone, ‘there are those in our culture who portray this teaching as unjust, that 

is, opposed to basic human rights. Such claims usually follow from a form of moral relativism that is joined, not 

without inconsistency, to a belief in the absolute rights of individuals. In this view the church is perceived as 

promoting a particular prejudice and as interfering with individual freedom.’” As Catholics we have the right and 

moral obligation to live our lives in the public square. 

 

 Just as there have been threats to human life at its beginning, so too here in Connecticut there have been 

attempts to introduce Physician Assisted Suicide. National groups such as Compassion & Choices and death with 

Dignity have been lobbying hard to pass an Aid in Dying bill. The slogan my life, my death, my choice is a 

popular rallying cry. Individualism and relativism have led to a culture that believes this is acceptable. In an 

address to the Association of Italian Catholic Doctors this past November, Pope Francis stated: “in ancient 

thought and modern thought the word ‘kill’ means the same thing. The same evaluation applies to euthanasia: we 

all know that with so many old people, in this culture of waste, there is this hidden euthanasia…A sin against God 

the Creator! Think hard about this.” 

 

 With joy and conviction I encourage each of you to be bold witnesses to the Gospel of Life! 
 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

 
Bishop of Norwich 

 


