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EASTER MESSAGE 2016 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
 Joyous and blessed Easter to you! 
 
 In this season, which presents to us the very heart of our faith, we certainly have reason 
to be filled with joy!  In the resurrection of Christ, light has overcome darkness, life has 
overcome death and mercy has overcome sin. 
 In the resurrection of Christ, light has overcome darkness.  On Holy Saturday at the 
Easter Vigil, the liturgy began with the lighting of the “new fire.” The flame of that fire was then 
used to light the Paschal Candle.  From the Paschal Candle the flame was spread to all the 
people gathered for the celebration. The antiphon sung during the procession was “Christ our 
Light” and the response, “Thanks be to God!”   
 This procession brings out the true function of liturgy as sign and symbol.  The 
participants see and even feel the transformation from darkness into light, beginning with the 
small flame of the new fire and concluding with the illumination of the whole church.  This 
experience of the senses is sign and symbol of the reality that Jesus’ resurrection overcomes 
the darkness of life with light of faith. 
In the resurrection of Christ, life has overcome death.  The prayers of the Church remind us so 
often, but especially at Easter, that as Jesus was raised from the dead, so shall we also be 
raised.  Yes, Jesus suffered and died, but death was not the end.  Rather, he rose to new life, 
and so shall we.   As a prayer from the Easter Sunday Mass tells us, “Through Him the 
children of light rise to eternal life ... His death is our ransom from death” (Preface II of Easter). 
 In the resurrection of Christ, mercy has overcome sin. Especially in the Jubilee Year of 
Mercy, we are called to reflect on this great truth.  As Pope Francis said in proclaiming the 
Year of Mercy, mercy is the bridge that connects us to God and opens our hearts to the hope 
of being loved forever, despite our sinfulness.  Surely, in this Easter Season, we are 
encouraged to turn to God, knowing with certainty that whatever our sins and failings, they are 
no obstacle to the power of God’s mercy. 
 As the resurrection of Jesus from the dead fills our hearts with light, life and mercy, let 
us strive to share these gifts with others, both now during the Easter Season, and throughout 
the year.  When there is such tension in the world from so many sources, may each of us 
strive to bring light, life and mercy to all whom we encounter in our daily lives.  It is only in 
sharing the gifts of God that we truly show to God our gratitude.  

Oh, sons and daughters let us sing! The King of heaven, our glorious King, 
O’er death today rose triumphing.  Alleluia! 

 
 May the peace and joy of Easter be with you and your families. 
 
       Sincerely yours in Christ,  

          
       Bishop of Norwich 

 


