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Easter Collection Appeal:  On Easter Sunday, there is to be no other collection, in addition to the 
offertory and this special Diocesan Collection for Sick and Retired Priests.  +M.R.C. 
 
My dear sisters and brothers in the Lord, 
 
 Each year, on Easter, we remember in prayer and with our financial contributions the ill and retired 
priests who are not covered by our insurance or by the Diocesan Retirement Fund for Priests.  There is 
still a need for the appeal.  The proceeds are spent for medical insurance for sick and retired priests, 
medical costs not covered by insurance, special housing needs, costs of necessary extended stays in 
nursing homes after surgery, convalescent home care, counseling, residential care, and monthly 
compensation for priests on sick leave. 
 
 By your generosity to this appeal, you help provide security and support to these devoted priests 
who have served our diocese so well for many years.  In the course of their priestly ministry, they have 
brought scores of people to Christ and spiritually enriched them with the Sacraments and the Gospel.  
Now it is our turn to help them and to let them know that they are not forgotten.  Their needs are more 
than our concern.  They are our responsibility. 
 
 In the fiscal year that ended June 30, 2014, the Easter Collection amounted to $159,048.00.  The 
Diocese of Norwich spent $294,768.00, for sick and retired priests who are not covered by our insurance 
or by the Diocesan Retirement Fund for Priests. 
 
 Sharing in Christ’s Priesthood, our priests continue Jesus’ mission and ministry and nourish God’s 
life in us.  As we reflect on the events of Holy Week, we experience the depth of God’s eternal love for us 
and we are strengthened by the sacramental life of the Church that pours fourth from Jesus’ side as He 
hangs on the Cross.  The priesthood, while shared by men of faith with different personalities, gifts, ages, 
and abilities, always points to Christ.  It is our time to show our gratitude for the gift of sacramental 
ministry which our retired and infirm priests have for so long and so well offered us. 
 
 Please be generous in prayer and in your financial sacrifices for these priests who need our 
assistance and deserve our help. 
 
 May God bless you and reward your generosity to this appeal and may you have a blessed 
observance of Holy Week as well as a holy and happy Easter! 
 
 
      Sincerely yours in Christ, 

 
      Bishop of Norwich 

 

 


