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My dear sisters and brothers in the Lord, 

 
With Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem, we enter into a time made sacred by the Lord’s 

Passion, Death, and Resurrection. Jesus suffered willingly for us sinners and accepted unjust 
condemnation to save the guilty. His Death has cleansed us of our sins and by His Resurrection 
we are given a share in His life. (CF Pam Sunday Preface)  
 On the night before He died, so that we may share in the fullness of God’s life, the Lord 
gave us the gift of Himself in the Eucharist, the banquet of His love. In this memorial of His 
sacrifice on the Cross, the Lord washed the feet of His Apostles and commanded that we do 
likewise. “If I, your Lord and Master have washed your feet, how much more should you wash 
each other’s feet?” (CF John 13:14)    
 On that sacred night, gathered with His disciples in the Upper Room, Jesus instituted two 
great Sacraments. With the Eucharist, the Sacrament of His Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity, the 
Lord also gave us the Priesthood of the New Covenant.  His Priesthood is the means by which the 
Church, by the power of the Holy Spirit, carries on His ministry and continues to make present, 
under the sacramental signs of bread and wine, Christ’s Risen Presence. 
 By these two Sacraments, God’s love and mercy are made present for all who believe and 
are born again by water and the Holy Spirit in the Sacrament of Baptism. With faith in Jesus’s 
presence in the Eucharist, we “learn to find Jesus in the faces of others, in their voices, in their 
pleas” and we learn “to suffer in the embrace of the crucified Jesus…” (Pope Francis, The Joy of 
the Gospel, para 91) And, as if our own, we experience the needs, sufferings, and poverty of 
others. 
 During Holy Week, we pray for those by whose priestly ministry the Gospel has been 
preached and Christ has been made present in the Eucharist on our Altars and in our 
Tabernacles. Annually, in our Diocese, for the past thirty-one (31) years, my predecessors and I 
have brought to your attention the needs, sufferings, and poverty of some of our ill and retired 
priests whose special needs are not covered by insurance or by the Retirement Fund for priests. 
With your characteristic charity, you have supported them by your generous contributions.  

The Easter Collection is taken up for their needs: medical insurance for retired priests, 
counseling, compensation for priests on sick leave, residential care, special housing needs, and 
much more. 

Last year (2013), the Easter Collection amounted to $166,409.00. Yet, expenditures for 
the care of the sick priests of this Diocese – expenses not covered by the Retirement Fund for 
Priests – totaled $324,692.00. That is $158,283.00 over what was received in last year’s appeal.  

Through your Easter gift to this appeal, you help to provide security and support for those 
devoted priests who have served our Diocese so well for so long. They, who have so often in the 
past helped us, now turn to you for your help in their time of need. 

May God bless your generosity to our infirm and retired priests and may the Lord reward 
your goodness. May this Holy Week be a time of renewal of faith and a rebirth of love for the Lord! 

 
      Sincerely yours in Christ, 

 
   Bishop of Norwich 

 


