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My dear sisters and brothers in Christ, 
 
 As we celebrate the birth of Christ, I pray that the joy and peace of our newborn 
Savior will fill your hearts and flourish in your families.  This Christmas, may Christ find 
hearts ready to receive Him and families eager to welcome Him in their homes! 
 
 What does Christ’s birth mean to us?  To answer this question in a meaningful 
way, we must look at the Scriptures and experience what His birth meant to those who 
welcomed Him on that first Christmas. 
 
 As we recount the events of Jesus’ birth, we hear the Angel announce the good 
news and tidings of great joy (CF Luke 2:10).  Shepherds go in haste to welcome the 
newborn Savior and they return praising God for all that they had heard and seen (CF 
Luke 2:20). When the Infant Jesus was brought to the Temple by his parents to be 
presented to the Lord (CF Luke 2:23), they met Simeon, an upright and devout man 
who, prompted by the Spirit, was in the Temple. They also met Anna who never left the 
Temple, serving God night and day with fasting and prayer (CF Luke 2:37).  When 
Simeon saw Jesus, he rejoiced that he had seen the salvation God had prepared for all 
people, a light for the pagans and the glory of Israel (CF Luke 2:30-32).  Anna gave 
thanks to God for Jesus and spoke of the child to all who were looking for the 
redemption of Jerusalem (CF Luke 2:38). 
 
 Wise-men came from the East to the Manger in Bethlehem.  They rejoiced 
exceedingly and worshipped Christ, giving Him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh 
(CF Matthew 2:10-11).  At the same time, the birth of God’s only begotten Son, 
threatened Herod who ordered the death of all male children two years old or under in 
Bethlehem and the surrounding area (Matthew 2:16). 
 
 In the events of that first Christmas, Christ’s birth transforms the hearts and fills 
with the joy of God’s love the souls of the shepherds, the wise-men, and of Simeon and 
Anna. For Jesus’ followers, the Savior’s birth is not only a feast that we celebrate each 
year, but it is also a renewal of an encounter with the Lord.  Christmas is the Holy 
Spirit’s invitation to make room for Jesus in our lives and to share Christ with others.  It 
is God’s call to embrace Christ, to cradle Him in our hearts, and to witness to Him in our 
words and deeds.  Christmas celebrates the Christ who lives in each of us through 
Baptism and the Christ who nourishes us in the Eucharist. Christmas reveals God’s love 
and mercy and the Christ who forgives our sins and raises us up to new life. Like the 
Angels on that first Christmas, we give glory to God and bring about peace among all 
people by joyfully living God’s love and mercy.  
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 In his Apostolic Exhortation, The Joy of the Gospel (Evangelii Gaudium), our 
Holy Father Pope Francis emphasizes the great danger in today’s world  when, caught 
up in self-interest, there is no longer room for others, no place for the poor. “God’s voice 
is no longer heard, the quiet joy of his love no longer felt, and the desire to do good 
fades.”   The Holy Father invites us to a renewed personal encounter with Jesus. “’No 
one is excluded from the joy brought by the Lord.  ‘ .… whenever we take a step 
towards Jesus, we come to realize that he is already there, waiting for us with open 
arms. ” In Christ’s birth, God lavishes His love on us.  The Lord empowers us to 
announce tidings of great joy by speaking words and doing deeds, laced with God’s 
love, that show our respect and love and caring for others.  
 

This Christmas, through prayer and meditation, draw near to Christ! Find Christ 
in others, especially in the needy.  Experience the joy of God’s love in your life. The 
Church throws open its doors in welcome to you; come, celebrate Christ’s Presence in 
the Eucharist with praise and thanksgiving in your hearts. Invite others to join with you. 
“Take a step towards Jesus,” into His open arms.   

 
At Christmas and in our daily prayer, we pray for our sisters and brothers in the 

Philippines whose lives and homes were devastated by the typhoon.  We pray, too, for 
all those in the military, especially those who are serving in harm’s way, and for all who 
are separated from their families and loved ones.  We remember in our prayers all who 
are struggling due to the economy, or illness. We remember in prayer those who are 
underemployed or unemployed as well as our sisters and brothers who are homeless 
and hungry.  Help them to experience the embrace of God’s love in Jesus’ open arms. 

 
 Merry Christmas to all!  May your New Year be filled with the choicest blessings 
of the newborn Savior and may you embrace each day as an opportunity to welcome 
Christ with joy in your hearts and home, and, as an opportunity to share Christ with 
others! May you have a blessed Christmas and a happy and holy new year! 
 
      Sincerely yours in Christ, 

      
      Bishop of Norwich 


