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My dear sisters and brothers in Christ, 
 
 In Sacred Scripture, the beautiful Christmas narrative begins the account of God’s unfathomable, 
unyielding love for us.  By the gift of His Only Son, God embraces the whole world with the mantle of His merciful 
love.  Mary’s Child is the Son of God, Christ the Lord.  Saint Luke notes that this is news of great joy to be shared 
by all the people.  In Bethlehem, the town of David, a Savior has been born. Jesus’ birth gives glory to God and 
the song of the multitude of angels announces the peace that only Jesus brings to this world.  
 

From generation to generation, we remember the events of that holy night and we celebrate His Nativity.  
Recounting Jesus’ Birth, we rejoice in our Churches, in our families, and in our communities. At the coldest, 
darkest time of the whole year, God’s love warms our hearts and illuminates our journey in this world.  

 
However, the message and meaning of Christmas have been clouded by ever growing distractions that 

take our focus off the Nativity of Our Savior. Christmas’ real significance has been diminished and for some it has 
been lost, truly forgotten. 

 
 In the Christmas narrative, we find a statement that is prophetic. “There was no room for them at the inn.” 
(Luke 2:8)  Those stinging words to Mary and Joseph, as they sought shelter, speak to us today of those who 
have no time, no room, for God in their lives. Thus Jesus is born in a stable and laid in swaddling clothes in a 
manger, a feeding trough for animals.  
 
 In our day, there are several for whom there is no room in their lives for God, for His Son, for the Holy 
Family.   There is no room in the inn of their lives for Jesus.  Rather, we should follow the example of the 
disappointed child who wanted to play Joseph in a Christmas pageant and instead was given the part of the 
innkeeper.  This caused him turmoil and distress. But, you can imagine the “distress” he caused his teacher when 
in the actual production of the pageant, the youngster-innkeeper instead said, “Mary, Joseph come right in, I have 
been expecting you!” 
 
 That is our sentiment as we prepare for Christmas.  Come Lord Jesus, I have been expecting you.  Not 
only at Christmas, but every day, we welcome Mary, Joseph, and the Child Jesus.  
 

Admittedly, those who have no room or time for God’s Son and whose love for God has grown cold may 
not read or hear these words.  But you have read them. Through you, those who have turned away from the 
practice of their faith can hear them. How?  By your invitation to join you at Christmas Mass, by your kindnesses 
and love, by your good deeds and thoughtfulness, by your compassion and understanding, by your prayers and 
Christmas greeting, you can be that angel who announces Jesus’ Birth, who shares the good news that a Savior 
has been born for all of us. Help them to remember God’s love that grips our world in an embrace of eternal love 
and peace.  Help them to remember and make time for Jesus in their lives. The Church welcomes home those 
who have left the practice of their faith. God loves them and we, too, invite them to be one with us in His love. 

 
Our focus is clear. We give praise and thanksgiving to God for the gift of His Son.  By our words and 

deeds, by our example, we share Jesus with others.   Join me in welcoming Jesus this Christmas!  In the words of 
the pageant innkeeper, “Mary, Joseph, I have been expecting you!  Come Lord Jesus into our hearts and homes!”  
As we welcome Jesus at Christmas, we celebrate the true meaning of Christmas, the Birth of Our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. May the power of Jesus’ love and mercy abide with you throughout the New Year!   Merry 
Christmas!  

 
       Sincerely yours in Christ, 

        
       Bishop of Norwich 

 


