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My dear friends in Christ, 
 
 Catholic Schools week is an annual national celebration of Catholic schools.  This year 
this special week will be held from January 29 - February 4, 2017.  Catholic schools in our 
diocese and across the country schedule special open houses and events, which emphasize 
the value Catholic education provides and its contribution to our church, communities, and our 
country.  The theme for Catholic Schools Week 2017 is “Catholic Schools: Communities of 
Faith, Knowledge and Service.”  I would like to expound upon this theme as it relates to the 
schools in the Diocese of Norwich. 
 
 Faith:  Our schools begin and end each school day with prayer.  Moral values, honesty, 
humility, and respect are woven into class time and social time. It is who we are as Christians, 
how we want to prepare our children for life.  Though we are Catholic schools, not all of our 
students are Catholic.  This inclusiveness stems from the belief that there is one loving God.  It 
is our mission to teach and reinforce the faith-based values that Christians hold dear.  It is not 
uncommon for conversions to Catholicism to take place in families as a direct result of our 
Catholic schools.  In many instances, evangelization of parents through the children also 
occurs.  
 
 Knowledge:  A high quality Catholic education is critically important for our schools, 
where high academic standards are combined with equally high moral values.  Our strong 
teachers and administrators bring experience, discipline, and understanding into the 
classroom, and strive for nothing less than high achievement. Our goal is to inspire our 
children to be all that they can be. 
 
 Service:  We believe that teaching religious faith is not enough without demonstrating 
how to put our faith into action.  Our students perform community service on the local and 
global level.  They raise money, goods, and awareness for the poor in our neighborhoods and 
internationally.  A very important community service that often gets overlooked is prayer.  
Every day, our schools pray for all special intentions for those who need prayers and those 
who have nobody to pray for them. 
 
 Thank you for supporting our Catholic schools.  Please spread the word about the 
important ministry of Catholic education in the Diocese of Norwich and pray for our children 
and all involved in nurturing them.  They give us much hope for a future inspired by the Gospel 
of Our Lord, Jesus Christ.  
 
 With every best wish, I am 
 
       Sincerely yours in Christ, 

        
       Bishop of Norwich 

 


