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Dear Parents, Grandparents, Friends in Christ, 
 
 I write to you every year at this time to bring to your attention that Catholic Schools 
Week is scheduled for January 31, 2016, through February 6, 2016. We highlight this 
special week to emphasize the fact that Catholic education is the center of our efforts to bring 
the Good News of Jesus Christ to the young people of our diocese and to encourage you to 
join us in one of our 12 PreK-8 Catholic schools or one of our 5 Catholic high schools.  Your 
children and grandchildren are the future of the Catholic Church.  Together we must do all we 
can to guide them into the fullness of the Gospels, the power of the sacraments and the 
richness of our Catholic traditions. 
 
 I am well aware that the first priority of parenting is the health and safety of each child.  
Immediately after that, however, comes education because, we all know, education is the key 
to opportunity and opportunity opens the door to the possibility of a healthy, successful and 
fulfilling life.  From my perspective as bishop, Catholic education raises the experience for 
each child and young adult to an even higher level because it allows us to partner with parents 
and grandparents to bring prayer, religious education, the sacraments and a moral framework 
for each child to find his/her path to salvation.  Character does matters and so does civic 
virtue.  Our schools excel in producing students who exhibit both of these qualities. 
 
 It is true:  Catholic education is not a tuition free experience as it was years ago.  There 
have been major demographic and sociological changes in society and the Church and tuition 
is one reality that we have to deal with that creates an added burden for parents who wish to 
send their children to a Catholic school. The good news is that the fullness of the Church, 
through parish contributions and donations, provides a subsidy to help reduce tuition costs and 
other generous benefactors, who know the value of Catholic education, contribute to support 
our Mission through financial aid. 
 
 For activities and programs during Catholic Schools Week please check your church 
bulletin, take note of information on church posters and/or check the school, parish or diocesan 
websites.  
 
 Nothing would make me happier than to know that we are blessed by God’s grace with 
having every seat in our schools filled by students whose parents and grandparents are eager 
to join our Mission. 
 
       Sincerely yours in Christ, 

       
       Bishop of Norwich 

 


