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Catholic Schools Week:  January 26 – February 1, 2014- 

 Theme: Communities of Faith, Knowledge and Service 

 

“Education is integral to the Mission of the Church to proclaim the good news.  First and 

foremost, every Catholic institution is a place to encounter the Living God, who in Jesus Christ 

reveals His transforming love and truth.”  Pope Benedict at Washington, D. C., (2008) 

 

My dear friends in Christ: 

 

As your Bishop and pastor I am writing to you to share with you the words of Pope Benedict and provide 

you with an urgent message:  I need your help in preserving Catholic education.  One of the best ways of 

doing this is for Catholic parents to enroll their children in one of our twelve, Catholic elementary schools 

or three Catholic secondary schools. 

 

The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops in their document, Renewing our Commitment to 

Catholic Elementary and Secondary Schools in the Third Millennium (2005) stated, “…We must respond 

to challenging times with faith, vision and the will to succeed because the Catholic School’s mission is 

vital to the future of our young people, our nation, and most especially our Church.”  These are 

demanding times and I am convinced that in order to help our children respond appropriately they should 

be enrolled in a place where they can “encounter the Living God.”  

 

For forty years, the United Sates Conference of Catholic Bishops and the National Catholic Education 

Association have designated a week at the beginning of each new calendar year to celebrate the existence 

of Catholic Schools and showcase their accomplishments.  The goals for the week are to: 1. ask your 

prayerful consideration of each school’s Mission to evangelize Catholic children and young adults; and, 2. 

to encourage enrollment in our schools as the best way for parents to ensure their children have a Gospel-

based education. 

 

The Church needs our young people to be deeply rooted in the Gospels and to be knowledgeable, 

intentional, reflective and prayerful Catholics worshiping God, leading the faithful and providing service 

to those in need, now and into the future.  The best way to do this is through Catholic elementary and 

secondary schools.  

 

In the coming weeks you will read and hear about our Catholic schools in your area.  Please listen to the 

message and take the time to investigate through attendance at an open house, participating in a school 

visit, talking to Catholic school parents, reading the school literature and/or visiting each school’s 

website. 

 

I urge you and your child to respond to God’s call and my invitation to join in the life of the Church 

through our Catholic schools. 

 

      Sincerely yours in Christ, 

      
      Bishop of Norwich 

 


