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Dear Friends in Christ, 

 

 Every year, on the third weekend of September, we celebrate Catechetical Sunday in our 

Diocese and across the nation.  The theme for this year’s celebration on September 20, 2015, is 

Safeguarding the Dignity of Every Human Person. This is a wonderful opportunity to reflect on 

the role that each person plays, by virtue of their Baptism, in handing on the faith and being a 

witness to the Gospel.  
 

The dignity of human persons is initially rooted in our creation by God in his 

image and likeness.  The divine image is present in every person.  The Father has 

created human beings in Christ, and in Christ we come to know ourselves and our 

exalted vocation.  Our redemption in Christ intensifies our inherent dignity. (NDC 

#41) 

 

 All of us, as members of the Church community, are called to grow in our knowledge of 

the faith, and at the same time to communicate that faith to others through our actions. On this 

Catechetical Sunday, I acknowledge the essential role of parents as the primary educators of their 

children.  Children learn about dignity and respect for others by watching and imitating the 

actions and teachings of their parents.  

 

 In a special way, Catechists take on this role of education for the children of your parish.  

May their efforts enlighten the children with the knowledge of God’s love for them and how 

special He has made each one of them.   

 

 Mindful of my role as Chief Catechist of the Diocese of Norwich, I express my deep 

gratitude to those who have been designated by their communities to serve as catechists. 

 

 In closing, I call on each of you to celebrate Catechetical Sunday as an opportunity to 

rededicate yourselves to the mission of preaching the Gospel through the actions of your daily 

lives. 

 

 May the Lord bless all who educate our youth in the ways of faith and keep them in His 

love and care! 

 

     Sincerely yours in Christ, 

 
      Bishop of Norwich 

 


