
 

Diocese of Norwich 
Office of the Bishop 

201 Broadway 
Norwich, Connecticut  06360 

(860) 887-9294 
      MOST REVEREND 
     MICHAEL R. COTE, D.D.         

 

 

 

 

 

The Year of Faith 
 

My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

 On October 11, 2011, our Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI, issued an Apostolic 

Letter entitled, Porta Fidei, (The Door of Faith).  In this letter, the Holy Father 

announced a Year of Faith, beginning on October 11, 2012, the Fiftieth Anniversary of 

the opening of the Second Vatican Council, and the Twentieth Anniversary of the 

publication of the Catechism of the Catholic Church.  The Year of Faith will conclude on 

the Solemnity of Christ the King, November 24, 2013. 

 

 The Pope also noted that the theme of the General Assembly of the Synod of 

Bishops convoked by the Holy Father, for October 2012, is “The New Evangelization for 

the Transmission of the Christian Faith.“  The Holy Father commented that this year of 

grace will “usher the whole Church into a time of reflection and rediscovery of faith. “ 

The door of faith is our entry into a life of communion with God and His Church.  

 

 In the Diocese of Norwich, we join with the Church Universal in this special 

observance to experience anew the joy of believing. Our first observance will be a 

Diocesan Pilgrimage to the Holy Land, October 9-19, 2012.  During the Year of Faith, 

we will also celebrate two Jubilees: on August 6, 2013, the Sixtieth Anniversary of our 

establishment as a Diocese by our late Holy Father, Pope Pius XII, and, on May 14, 2013, 

the Tenth Anniversary of my Installation as Bishop of Norwich.  Our diocesan theme for 

these special observances is Sixty Years of Faith with Charity and Love. 

 

 With the Year of Faith, these Jubilees will be observed in a diocesan celebration 

on July 27, 2013, at 10:30 a.m., in the Cathedral of Saint Patrick.  Since early spring 

2012, a committee of Diocesan Personnel has been at work on these observances. It is my 

hope that the various activities being planned, will give vibrant witness to the faith we 

embrace and the Lord, whom we love. 

 

 Gifted by God with faith, we must witness to the joy of believing.  We need to 

take time to renew that joy by rediscovering the importance and centrality of our faith 

 



and by living it in the words and deeds of our lives.  To help us achieve that goal, the 

Holy Father calls on us to celebrate and to profess our faith in our Cathedral and 

Churches and in our homes and families so all will know our faith better and pass on this 

timeless gift to future generations.  This special year must reawaken in us the desire to 

profess the faith, and to “rediscover the content of our faith that is professed, celebrated, 

lived and prayed.”  This is our task! The Church provides us with so many ways to help 

us to fulfill it: the recitation of the Creed, the Celebration of the Eucharist, the study of 

the Catechism of the Catholic Church, and praying the Liturgy of the Hours and the 

World Mission Rosary.  

 

 In his Apostolic Letter, the Pope calls on us to intensify our witness to charity.  

“Faith without charity bears no fruit . . . Faith and charity each requires the other in such 

a way that each allows the other to set out along its respective path…. ‘as you did it to 

one of the least of these my brothers, you did it for me’.” (Mt 25:40) 

 

 “Let us entrust this time of grace to the Mother of God, proclaimed, ‘blessed 

because she believed’.” (Lk 1:45)  May the words of the Creed take on new meaning as 

our profession of all that we believe in and all that we are as Roman Catholics, true 

disciples of the Lord and sons and daughters of our Heavenly Father! The door of faith is 

open waiting to usher us into a deeper communion with God and His Church.  Let us 

open the door to our hearts to receive the gift of faith and continue the journey of faith in 

a spirit of joy and thanksgiving.  May our Sunday Liturgies be opportunities to cross the 

threshold of this Year of Faith by renewing the joy of believing and instilling in the 

faithful thanksgiving for God’s great gift of faith. 

 

While there will be diocesan and deanery observances of this great year of grace, I 

urge all parishes to hold their own celebrations of the Year of Faith and our great 

Jubilees.   With this pastoral, a list of activities is attached to accommodate our parishes 

and deaneries in planning events to observe this great year of grace.  Also, please 

continue to check the Vatican Website:  www.annusfidei.va, the Diocesan Website: 

Norwich Diocesan Website: www.norwichdiocese.org, and the Norwich Diocesan 

Newspaper: Four County Catholic, for more information about the Year of Faith. 

 

“To enter through that door (of faith) is to set out on a journey that lasts a 

lifetime.” 

 

      Sincerely yours in Christ, 

      
      Bishop of Norwich 

 

N.B.  Except for Sacred Scripture and a quotation from the Holy Father’s address to the 

Roman Curia, December 22, 2005, all quotations are taken from the Apostolic Letter, 

Porta Fidei. 
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