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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  
 
  The theme for Catholic Education Week, 2013 is: Catholic School Raise the 
Standards. Each year, the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops and the 
National Catholic Education Association set aside a week at the beginning of the year to 
celebrate Catholic education and to focus on why the Church dedicates its resources to 
promote schools. This year Catholic Education Week will be celebrated from January 27 
to February 2, 2013. 
 
 Catholic education in the United States has always been known for its integrity 
and excellence. For so many years religious men and women dedicated their lives to 
the education of the young. Catholic elementary and secondary schools provided quality 
education for the children of all Catholics and some non-Catholics to prepare them for 
college and for life. Programs were based upon sound pedagogy and teachers were 
well- prepared to provide rigorous curricular standards.   
 
 As with other fields, institutions need to constantly improve to stay on the cutting 
edge and to remain relevant. Catholic schools need to maintain their high standing by 
providing curricular programs which are rigorous. All of our schools in the diocese are 
evaluated by the New England Association of Schools and Colleges, a process which 
involve our staffs engaging in a self-evaluation, hosting a visiting committee; receiving 
an evaluation document which responds to a series of standards by listing appropriate 
commendations and recommendations for improvement; and providing a two year and 
five year follow-up reports.  This year, for the very first time in the United States, 
National Standards and Benchmarks for Effective Catholic Elementary Secondary 
Schools have been written and promulgated to all Catholic elementary and high school. 
The “Standards” contain Defining Characteristics, the Standards and Benchmarks. They 
are presented to Catholic leaders with an invaluable tool to engage the entire school 
community in meaningful and well-directed school improvement efforts. All of this is 
provided to ensure that Catholic education stays relevant and meets the test of 
providing an excellent educational experience for the children of our Catholic people. 
 
 While excellent programs are important, being Catholic is also important. We 
must all be reminded that the existence of Catholic schools is rooted in the Church’s 
need to evangelize. How will our children know God unless they are taught? How will 
our children understand how and why to worship unless they are taught and experience 
how to pray. 
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The first four Standards address Catholic Identity: 
 
Standard 1 
 
An excellent Catholic school is guided and driven by a clearly communicated mission 
that embraces a Catholic identity rooted in Gospel values, centered on the Eucharist, 
and committed to faith formation, academic excellence and service. 
 
Standard 2 
 
An excellent Catholic school adhering to mission provides a rigorous academic program 
for religious studies and catechesis in the Catholic faith, set within a total academic 
curriculum that integrates faith, culture and life. 
 
Standard 3 
 
An excellent Catholic school adhering to mission provides opportunities outside the 
classroom for student faith formation, participation in liturgical and communal prayer 
and action in service of social justice 
 
Standard 4 
 
An excellent Catholic school adhering to mission provides opportunities for adult faith 
formation and action in service of social justice. 
 
Upon recommendation by the Diocesan Board of Education, the Diocese has adopted 
these Standards and Benchmarks for all our Catholic schools in an effort to strive 
always to achieve program excellence and to endeavor always to improve our schools. 
We ask you to continue to support our educational programs and our schools. As you 
know these are very difficult times. Funding schools and maintaining academic 
excellence are essential for the future. 
 
 With every best wish, I am  
 
      Sincerely yours in Christ, 

      
      Bishop of Norwich 
 


