
JANUARY 20, 2013 
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

†Masses and Intentions† 
 

 
 

Sat  Confession prior to Sat 4:30 Mass  
Sat   Jan 19, 11:00 a.m. Funeral at St. Jude 
† Cecelia Farrington 

Sat   Jan 19,   4:30 p.m. Mass at St. Philip 
† Larry E. Payton by Dee & Erin Payton & Lucy Hardert 
Sun  Jan 20,   9:00 a.m. Mass at St. Jude 
† Gilman Levesque, 1st Anniversary  

by Michele & Michael Staczek 
Sun  Jan 20, 11:00 a.m. Mass at St. Philip 
† Joseph Galeota by Joanne Stevenson 
† Ralph J. Yulo, Sr. by Ruth & Ralph Yulo 
 
 

Mon  Jan 21,  8:00 a.m. Mass at St. Jude 
Mon  Jan 21,  6:00 p.m. Mass at St. Philip 
Tue   Jan 22,  8:00 a.m. Mass at St. Jude 
Tue   Jan 22,  6:00 p.m. Mass at St. Philip  
Wed  Jan 23,  8:00 a.m. Mass at St. Jude   
 

Fri    Jan 25,   8:00 a.m. Mass at St. Philip  
         Adoration following Mass till 5:50 p.m. 
         5:50p.m. Divine Mercy Chaplet & Benediction 
 

Sat  Confession prior to Sat 4:30 Mass  
Sat   Jan 26,   4:30 p.m. Mass at St. Philip 
† Milton Michaud by Mary Michaud & Family 
† Stanley R. Pliska, 4th Anniv. by the Phillips Family 
Sun  Jan 27,   9:00 a.m. Mass at St. Jude 
Sun  Jan 27, 11:00 a.m. Mass at St. Philip 
 
 
 

 OUR OFFERING OF THANKS TO GOD LAST WEEK 

 St. Philip Weekly Offering  $2,552.00 
 St. Jude Weekly Offering  $1,271.00 

 
 

ATTENDANCE LAST WEEKEND 

Saturday 4:30 pm St. Philip      01/12/13  82    
Sunday   9:00 am St. Jude       01/13/13 115  
Sunday 11:00 am St. Philip      01/13/13 109  

Total: 306 
 

STEWARDSHIP “To each individual the 
manifestation of the Spirit is given for some benefit.” 
(1 Corinthians 12:7) St. Paul tells us that God has 
blessed each of us for a reason. How has God 
blessed you?  Are you using your gifts according to 
God’s plan, helping to do His work here on 
earth?  Remember that if you don’t do the work God 
planned for you, no one else can do it. 
 

Condolences to the Bora family:  
Mychelle Bora's father, Thomas J. 
Heaney, passed away suddenly on 
December 27, 2012. 

Condolences to the family of Cecelia Farrington. 

PRAYER LIST: Linda Drake, Caroline Doughty, Billy 
Grylls, Dom & Carol Palombo, Anne Crouse, Bruce 
& Denise Beaudoin, Bill Hewett, Del Eckenberger, 
Millie & Gus Aiello, Ed Kominski, Bob Mullarkey, 
Gifty Quarm, Fr. Tom Sennik, Mary Hardert, Renee 
Bruce, Dot Paquette, Kristin Leffingwell, Katie 
Phelps, Elizabeth Piecyk, Kristin Saegaert, Nick 
Bentley, Normand Ravenelle. 
 
 
 

PARISH MEETINGS 
Prayer Shawl: Tues, Jan 22, 6:30pm Rectory. 
Women’s Bible Study: Tues, Feb 5, 6:30pm Rectory. 
Knights of Columbus: Tue, Feb 12, 7pm, St. Phil Ctr.  
Parish Council: Tues, Feb 19, 7pm Rectory.  
Finance Committee: To Be Announced.  
Ladies Group: To Be Announced. 
 
 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS  
 

St. Philip: CCD, Next Class Sunday, Jan 27. 
 No class January 20th at St. Philip’s. 
St. Jude:  CCD, Class Wednesday, Jan 23. 
  

Confirmation Classes (open for Adult Ed also) 
St. Philip, Next Class Sunday Jan 27, 6:00 p.m. 

No class January 20th at St. Philip’s. 
St. Jude, Next Class Wed Jan 23, 7:00 p.m.  
 
 

Adults: Wed, Jan 23, 10-12 St. Philip Center.    
Adult Ed with Ed Conlin: Fri, Jan 25, 7pm St. Jude 
Church. St. Mark Ch. 11 Cleansing of the Temple. 
 

ST.  PHILIP AND ST. JUDE MEMORIAL FUNDS 
Envelopes are now available for the MEMORIAL 
DONATION FUND on the table in the vestibule in 
each church. Marked envelopes should go to the 
office or be placed in the Mass offering basket. 

We are raising money for maintenance 
and upgrades on both churches.  Gifts 
of $500 increments may be paid all at 
once or a little every month. Please 
pray about your participation. I know 
many will be unable to participate at 

this time. If you are able, please be as generous as 
your means allow. Our two churches are quite 
unique and deserve to be maintained to the best of 
our abilities. The money raised for St. Philip’s will 
benefit St. Philip’s and the money raised for St. 
Jude’s will benefit St. Jude’s.  A committee, to 
oversee these funds, will be formed. Thank you for 
the donations which have already been made to the 
Memorial Fund.  We are grateful for the support as 
this fund is established. 
 
It’s Funny: Some minds are like concrete, 
thoroughly mixed up and permanently set. 
 
 
 



JANUARY 18-25, 2013 
THE WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY 
The word of God is alive always and everywhere. 
Even so, true prophets—those who reliably and 
faithfully bear the word of God—are rare. This Week 
of Prayer sharpens us to our calling to a deepened 
communion. The things that separate us, lead us 
away from Christ. But the faith we share is deeper 
still, and more precious. We are called to walk away 
from places where we have made ourselves 
comfortable, and move together in the presence of 
those who suffer. It is a path of humility, and 
communion in Christ, from where the prophet calls. 
It is the way of Jesus, and the cross. We ask that 
you pray for us, as we pray for you: That we may 
learn, during this Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, 
to walk humbly together with our God. 
The Christian Conference of Connecticut 
PO Box 270099, West Hartford, CT 06127 
(860) 560-0125 - www.chrisconct.org. 
 
 

A SEASON OF PROMISE 
Holy Family’s retreat team invites you to experience 
a transformative weekend retreat with  
A Season of Promise. “For everything there is a 
season and a time for everything under heaven.” 
The practical wisdom from the Book of Ecclesiastes 
and the natural rhythm of the four seasons provide 
insight into how we can grow in resilience and 
cultivate peace when we learn to trust the ancient 
promise—that no matter how life may challenge us 
and regardless of circumstance, God will be present 
stirring us to growth, love, and newness of life. The 
retreat begins with a buffet dinner Friday from 6 to 8 
p.m. and ends with brunch at noon on Sunday. Visit 
our website to register www.holyfamilyretreat.org 
Men’s Retreat: March 15-17, 2013. 
Women’s Retreat: March 1-3 & May 31-June 2. 
 
WORLD MARRIAGE DAY, Sunday, Feb 10th, is 

designated as a day to honor the 
husband and wife as the head of the 
family, the foundation of society. It 
salutes the beauty of their faithfulness, 
sacrifice and joy in daily, married life. 
Worldwide Marriage Encounter began 
the celebration of World Marriage Day 

in 1983. Pope John Paul II imparted his Apostolic 
Blessing in 1993 on all married couples. God 
created man, woman and the union of marriage, and 
has made marriage the centerpiece of His creation. 
God has given married love and its faithfulness a 
special significance in the history of salvation, from 
there the future is created. We celebrate and pray 
for all married couples on this World Marriage Day. 

2013 IS THE 40TH MARCH FOR LIFE:  
Jan 22, 2013 marks the 40th anniversary of the 
Supreme Court’s infamous abortion-on-demand 
ruling. Since then, millions of pre-born babies have 
been denied their most basic right – their right to life.  
Date: Friday, January 25, 2013 
Place: Washington, DC 
Sponsored by: CT Right to Life 
Contact:  Rev. Walter Nagle, 860-267-6644, email: 
stpatrick47@sbcglobal.net. Large numbers are 
expected to be attending the 40th March for Life. The 
cost per person is $58 and $30 for students.  Bus 
leaves from the Norwich Municipal Parking Lot (Exit 
80, I-395) for Wash DC on Thurs, Jan 24, at 9 pm – 
call now to reserve your seat! The first stop in 
Washington will be at the Shrine of the Immaculate 
Conception.  If you are unable to attend the March 
For Life, please consider sponsoring a seat on the 
bus. For info and/or to reserve or sponsor a seat, 
call Father Walter Nagle at 860-267-6644. 
Thank you for your support and prayers for LIFE! 
 

AUSTIN KOZICKI is hosting a 
SPAGHETTI DINNER on Sat, Feb 2, 
2013, at 6:15 at the Willington Hill Fire 
House. The dinner is part of his senior 
project at EO Smith High School and will 

benefit the Willington Hill Fire Department.  Austin is 
hoping to raise enough funds to purchase a new 
equipment rack for the Department.  Adults - $10; 
Children under 10 - $5.  For tickets or to make a 
donation please contact Austin at 860-578-6250 or 
Mary Kozicki at 860-559-3913. 
 
Permanent Diaconate in the Diocese of Norwich: 
Application forms for men, married or single, 
interested in serving the Church as permanent 
deacons are now available. The deadline for 
applications is February 28, 2013. For application 
materials, contact the Office of the Vicar for Clergy 
at 860-887-9294. 
 
 

PRIESTS FOR LIFE endorse the new book: Recall 
Abortion by Janet Morana, Co-founder of the Silent 
No More Awareness Campaign and Executive 
Director of Priests for Life. “This is the Pro-life Book 
of 2013!” – Fr. Frank Pavone, National Director, 
Priests for Life. Order now at RecallAbortion.com. 

 
  CONFIRMATION for all candidates will 
be on Tuesday, May 14, 2013 at 7:00pm 
in St. Philip’s Church. Father Les Janik, 
Vicar General, will be celebrating the 
Sacrament with us.  

 

http://www.chrisconct.org/
http://www.holyfamilyretreat.org/
mailto:stpatrick47@sbcglobal.net


IMMACULATA RETREAT HOUSE 
MARRIED COUPLES RETREAT:  Come join us 
March 15-17 for a weekend designed to renew and 
rejuvenate your relationship as a married couple in a 
non-threatening environment full of fun. The 
weekend conference provides the skills needed for 
your journey as a couple. Facilitated by three 
married couples and priests, you will be led into a 
sacred space, bringing the opportunity for renewal 
with each other and God. The weekend includes 
Meals and comfortable lodging. Cost is $340 per 
couple.  A $50 Fee (Non Refundable) is required to 
save your reservation. Registration is at 5:30pm on 
Friday, March 15.  Dinner is 6:00pm to 7:00pm. 
HEALING RETREAT:  Fr. Richard McAlear, OMI, 
internationally-known charismatic teacher and 
preacher, will present a Healing Retreat April 5-7, 
2013 at Immaculata Retreat House.  This year’s 
theme is: “Healing Love of God.”  The cost of the 
retreat is $200 per person.  A $50 fee (Non-
Refundable) is required.   
SPIRITUAL DIRECTION AVAILABLE: Spiritual 
Direction is the practice of guiding people as they 
attempt to deepen their relationship with God, and 
grow in their own personal spirituality. Immaculata 
has priests available for anyone who is seeking 
spiritual direction.  Morning, afternoon and evening 
sessions are possible.  Anyone who is interested is 
invited to call us at (860) 423-8484.   

NATIONAL PARKS TRIP:  Join Father John 

Hanley, OMI on a wonderful trip to many of the 

natural wonders that the western part of our nation 

offers Sept 12–23, 2013. We will visit Sedona, 

Arizona, Lake Powell, Grand Canyon, Bryce and 

Zion Canyons, Grand Teton and Yellowstone 

National Parks, Salt Lake City, Bighorn Mts., Mount 

Rushmore and the Crazy Horse Memorial in South 

Dakota.  The cost of the trip is $3,549 per person, 

double occupancy.  For further information, please 

contact Father Hanley by phone at (860) 423-8484, 

Ext. 100 or email JohnH159@aol.com.  
 

Eucharistic Adoration: two adorers are needed 
each hour after Mass on Fridays at St. 
Philip 9am to 5:50pm. Please call Sandra 
Mullarkey: 860-429-0322. We need people 
who can commit to one hour, as well as 

people able to substitute when necessary. All 
parishioners from St. Philip and St. Jude are invited. 
 
REGISTRATION: If you are new to our parish or  
your registration is not current, please fill in a form 
with up-to-date information. Also, your pledge and 
use of the parish envelopes helps us plan our 
budget and provides you with a tax record. 

ASSUMPTION SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE 
We invite you to come and meet our dedicated 
teachers and families and see what a wonderful, 
educational future we can provide for your child,  
Including extracurricular school activities such as: 
homework club, before and aftercare programs, 
chess club, band, scouts, soccer, and basketball. 
Open House will be held on Sunday, January 27th 
from 10:00am to 12:30p at the Main Campus for 
grades Pre-K - 5th, and at the High School Prep 
Campus for grades 6 – 8, 1:00pm - 3:00pm. If you 
are unable to attend our Open House or have any 
questions, please contact our school office at 860-
649-0889 to arrange a personal tour. 
Main Campus is located at 27 South Adams St, 
Manchester and our High School Prep Campus is 
located at 45 Ludlow Rd, Manchester. 
 www.assumptionschoolct.com "Come for a day, we 
are sure you will want to stay." 
 

HOLY FAMILY PASSIONIST RETREAT CENTER 
303 Tunxis Rd., West Hartford, CT 06107 
 

Feb 8-10, 2013 - College Weekend Retreat   
Calling all college students!  Please join us on a 
weekend retreat for college students at Holy Family 
Passionist Retreat Center. Offering $75.   
 

Women’s Retreat Weekends: January 25-27, 
March 1-3, May 31- June 2 A Season of Promise 
 

January 30, 2013 - Day & Evening Retreat -
 Prayer and Presence with Sr. Colette Hanlon, S.C. 
 

For more info, please visit our website:  
www.holyfamilyretreat.org or contact Liza Peters 
at lpeters@cpprov.org or 860-760-9712.  Register 
online or send name, address and offering to:  Holy 
Family Passionist Retreat Center, 303 Tunxis 
Rd., West Hartford, CT 06107 
 

LIGHTHOUSE CATHOLIC CDS: There are new 
CDs with good Catholic teaching and some 

excellent testimonies of individuals and 
their faith walk.  Thank you for all your 
donations, they help to keep the 
program going. If you have questions 
or requests contact Donna Vertefeuille 

at 860-429-4508 or email donna@vertefeuille.org. 
 

ATTENTION CATHOLIC SINGLES 

The Catholic Alumni Club Int’l is looking to expand 
into the Norwich diocese.  We provide a group 
dedicated to social, cultural, civic and spiritual 
relationships in a Catholic setting. For more info, 
please check out the following site or contact Steve 
at valksr@yahoo.com or www.caci.org. 

mailto:JohnH159@aol.com
http://www.assumptionschoolct.com/
http://www.holyfamilyretreat.org/document.doc?id=34
http://www.holyfamilyretreat.org/document.doc?id=34
http://www.holyfamilyretreat.org/document.doc?id=53
http://www.holyfamilyretreat.org/
mailto:lpeters@cpprov.org
mailto:donna@vertefeuille.org
http://us.mc839.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=valksr@yahoo.com
http://www.caci.org/


DIOCESE OF NORWICH VOCATION OFFICE: We 
have 9 seminarians studying this year. Please keep 
them in your prayers. 
 

A Parent’s Guide: Teaching the Truth and 
Meaning of Human Sexuality. A DVD is available 
for you to purchase from www.catholicparents.org it 
has been featured on EWTN and is based on the 
1995 document by the Pontifical Council for the 
Family ‘The Truth and Meaning of Human 
Sexuality”. This entire document can be read on the 
EWTN website on libraries. The document and DVD 
is on target for our present time and age appropriate 
on when, how and what to say to your children. For 
info call Family Life Office at 860-889-8346 ext. 283.  
INTERESTED IN LEARNING ABOUT ADOPTION?  
Catholic Charities provides services for all members 
of the adoption triad:  infant adoption placements, 
domestic and international home studies and 
adoption searches. Contact our Adoption 
Coordinator at: 860-889-8346 ext.282  
or susansedensky@ccfsn.org for more info. 
 

MARRIAGE BUILDING AND REPAIR: 
Retrouvaille provides tools to heal, re-establish 
communication, and gain new insight into your 
marriage. A series of 6 sessions follows the 
weekend phase. Couples come to Retrouvaille, 
which is Catholic in origin but open to all, with a 
sincere desire to repair and build a stable, loving 
marriage. For info or to sign up for the next weekend 
on Jan 18-20 in Meriden call 413-525-1634. 
Website www.retrouvaille.org. 
 

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER  
By offering Married Couples the beautiful 
experience of a Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter Weekend, the Catholic Church 
is affirming and supporting you in your 

chosen vocation – Marriage. Take advantage of this 
great gift to enhance your relationship and enjoy a 
love-filled weekend away together. For info or to 
register for a weekend, call Joe and Jane 
Staszowski at (860) 644-7260 or Paul & Kim Gilbert 
(860) 376-0440 meweekend@gmail.com or visit 
www.wwme.org.  UPCOMING DATES: Mar 8-10, 
July 12-14, Nov 8-10, 2013. 
 

Where are our shut-ins?  Please call the rectory if 

you have a loved one in the hospital 

or in a nursing home so we can visit, 

bring the Eucharist and keep in touch.  
 

SHARE YOUR JOY!  
If you or a loved one are celebrating a special event 
let us know so we can celebrate with you. 

ENGAGED ENCOUNTER WEEKEND  ~ One of the 
most important parts of your wedding planning is 

your marriage preparation program.  
Engaged Encounter is a weekend-long 
program and meets all the aspects of 
marriage preparation required by the 
Diocese. Visit www.engagedencounter.org. 

 

RACHEL’S VINEYARD RETREAT WEEKENDS   
If you are silently grieving after an abortion; 
healing, forgiveness and peace can begin with a 
Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat. Spanish Retreat: 
Jan. 11-13 in Providence, RI. Website:  
www.rachelsvineyard.org. “Project Rachel” is 
also a Diocesan outreach for anyone in need of 
healing. Priests in “Project Rachel” can help you 
through healing and forgiveness. Call 860-889-
8346 ext. 283 or 800-554-5173.  Confidential. 
 

NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING CLASSES ~ (NFP) 
is scientifically sound, helps with fertility problems, is 
easily learned and 99% effective for conceiving or 
responsibly postponing a baby.  NFP is your loving 
and safe alternative to dangerous chemicals, 
devices, synthetic hormones and side-effects of 
contraception and birth control. Find out why NFP 
couples have very successful marriages.  NFP class 
for married and engaged couples is 3- part monthly.  
A class begins on Saturday, Jan. 19th at Our Lady of 
Lourdes in Gales Ferry, call the Schantz’s at 860-
464-1184. A class begins on Monday, Jan. 21st at 
St. John’s in Old Saybrook, call the Collisons at 860-
399-8265. Class or Home Study: www.ccli.org. 
For info: Susan Williams, Office of Family Life, at 
860-889-8346 ext. 283. 
 
MARRIAGE PREP CLASS FOR ENGAGED COUPLES 

“God’s Plan for a Joy-filled Marriage” offered by the 
Office of Family Life. To register for the 4-session 
class call 860-889-8346 ext. 283. $50.00/couple. 
St. Joseph Church, Occum: Jan. 26, & Feb. 2, 9, 
16, 2013 9:30am-11:45am. 
St. Francis Church, Middletown: Feb. 22, Mar. 1, 
8, 15, 2013 6:30pm-8:45pm. 
St Matthew Church, Tolland: Mar. 2, 9, 16, 23, 
2013 9:30am-11:45am. 
Our Lady of Lourdes, Gales Ferry: Apr. 5, 12, 19, 
26, 2013 6:30pm-8:45pm. 
Our Lady of Lourdes, Gales Ferry: June 28, July 
12, 19, 26, 2013 6:30pm-8:45pm. 
St Joseph Church, Occum: Oct. 4,11,18,25, 2013 
6:30pm-8:45pm. 
 

MEMORIAL MASSES: To remember your loved 
ones in Masses please call the office or stop in. Let 
us know if you’d like a yearly Mass offered.  

http://www.catholicparents.org/
mailto:susansedensky@ccfsn.org
http://www.retrouvaille.org/
mailto:meweekend@gmail.com
http://www.wwme.org/
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SHOW YOUR SUPPORT FOR LIFE! 
“Choose Life” License Plates 
with smiling faces are promoting 
adoptions and traveling 

everywhere as a witness to Life and Love. Give a 
gift that keeps on giving, it’s so easy! Go to 
www.fund-adoption.org for info or to download an 
application form. The license plate helps fund 
agencies such as Catholic Charities. 
 

We would like to keep GIFT CARDS on hand for 
people who come to us for assistance: Gas cards, 
grocery store cards, Walmart, etc., $20-$50 amount. 
 
ALTAR SERVERS, LECTORS, EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS:  

We are in need of servers at Mass at both 
St. Philip and St. Jude. If you've been 
wondering how you might serve the Lord, 
this may be your answer. If you or your child 

is interested please see Father or call the office. 
 

BEREAVEMENT AND GRIEF SUPPORT GROUPS 
Bereavement support offered at Catholic Charities 
offices, call 860-889-8346 ext.260 for information. 
For additional bereavement support in the diocese 
call the Family Life Office at 860-889-8346 ext. 283. 
www.bereavedparentsusa.org ~ A support group 
for parents and siblings grieving the loss of a child. 
Meets at St. John’s, Cromwell call 860-632-1040. At 
St. Anne’s, Sturbridge, MA call 508-764-6170. 
www.compassionatefriends.org  ~ A support 
group for parents and siblings grieving the loss of a 
child. Check website for meeting locations 
throughout the diocese. 
www.marysplacect.org  ~ A center in Windsor, CT 
supports children, teens and adults in their grieving 
of family members. 
 

New Study Looks at “At-Home Dads” Most full-
time, “at-home Dads” interviewed for a new study 
were not forced into this role after a job loss. They 
tended to be “men who had, in concert with their 
spouses,” made the choice to dedicate themselves 
to full-time parenting. It appears too, that at-home 
dads are very good parents. To read the article, go 
to Marriage News at: www.foryourmarriage.org.  
 

FREE ONGOING FORECLOSURE PREVENTION 
AND 8 HOUR HOME BUYERS EDUCATION 
CLASSES are being offered by Catholic Charities in 
Norwich, New London and Plainfield. Need help with 
purchasing a home or making mortgage payments? 
Need help with budgeting or filling out applications 
for EMAP? All services are provided free at 
Catholic Charities, a HUD approved Counseling 
Agency. For details call 860-889-8346 ext.271.    

Emergency Mobile Psychiatric Services (EMPS) 
works with children from birth to age 18 and their 
families to help provide support when a child is in 
crisis.  For more information about this program visit 
the website: www.chrhealth.org or contact: 
Rebecca Marcotte, MA, EMPS-NE Clinician  
Community Health Resources, 7B Ledgebrook Dr, 
Mansfield, CT 06250, 860-456-0038 x233. 
We would like to start a Cemetery Committee to 
maintain and beautify our cemetery. If you are able 
to help out, please call the office. 
 

 “Donation Angel” ~ Donate any type of vehicle: 
cars, boats, etc. running or not. Donation Angel 
raises funds to support our Catholic Charities of 
Norwich and its mission to respond to Christ’s call to 
care for those in need by providing services for 
individuals and families. Click or call now for free 
quick removal of your unwanted vehicle and receive 
a tax deduction. For info call Ray at: 866-434-
1131or www.donationangel.org/ccfsn. 
 

Divorcing and/or resolving child custody 
issues? Many parents are concerned about the 
effects of divorce, separation or family disruption on 
their children. Catholic Charities offers ongoing, 
monthly one day PARENTING EDUCATION 
CLASSES in Norwich, Rockville and Middletown. 
Catholic Charities also offers a monthly 2- part 
Spanish/bilingual parenting education class in 
Willimantic. Attendance at both sessions in the 
Willimantic class is required for the certificate of 
completion. Fees are determined by the State of CT. 
Please call toll free 1-866-883-1624 ext. 263 for 
registration and class locations and dates.   
 

Catholic Cruise to Exotic Eastern Caribbean with 
Fr. Michael Tyson, May 1-9, 2013 on the Carnival 
Splendor out of NY. Ports of Call: Grand Turk, Half 
Moon Cay (Bahamas) and Nassau. Prices begin at 
$1563 for two. Daily Mass and Rosary offered. Doug 
or Eileen at 860-399-1785 or dpaytte@aol.com 
 

Our PRAYER SHAWL group makes baby blankets 
for BIRTHRIGHT of Windham and prayer shawls. It 

is a very special ministry knowing that with 
our shawl or baby blanket goes our prayers 
and a Blessing to someone who truly needs 
a touch from God. We provide the prayers, 
Father provides the Blessing and God takes 

care of the rest. You may join us at any time. We 
meet the 2nd and 4th Tues of the month at the St. 
Philip office/rectory from 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. If you don't 
know how to knit or crochet we can get you started! 
Do you or someone you know need a Prayer 
Shawl? Contact: Carolann Hernberg: 860- 487-
0449, chernberg01@snet.net.  

http://thechildrenfirst.org/ctform.htm
http://www.fund-adoption.org/
http://www.bereavedparentsusa.org/
http://www.compassionatefriends.org/
http://www.marysplacect.org/
http://www.foryourmarriage.org/
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Birthright of Windham: Your donations provide a 
witness to our Catholic faith and our commitment to 

life as we continue to provide baby wash, 
lotion, shampoo, pampers (size 1-4) and 
wipes, receiving blankets, newborn gowns 
and clothing. Through these donations, our 

two churches make a major impact on this ministry 
for local mothers and their babies. 
 

RETREAT OPPORTUNITIES: 

Immaculate Conception Spiritual Renewal 
Center, Putnam, CT:  
www.ImmaculateConceptionSite.org. 
 

Immaculata Retreat House, Willimantic, CT: 
www.immaculataretreat.org. 
 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend: 
www.wwme.org.  
 

The College of Saint Mary Magdalen, Warner, NH 
offers a 4-year, full-tuition Presidential Scholarship 
to an incoming freshman who has written a 
compelling essay in response to one of Pope 
Benedict XVIth’s encyclicals, demonstrating careful 
reflection upon its meaning for lay Catholics in the 
21st century.  The essay must be 7-9 pages, SAT 
score at least 1800 (or at least 26 on the ACT), and 
an application completed by Feb 1, 2013.  Essay 
deadline is Feb 15.  Please visit our website:  
www.magdalen.edu or Admissions Office: 603-456-
2656, Admissions@magdalen.edu. 
 
 

HELPING THE POOR IN CUSCO, PERU  
If you are interested in helping the poor in Cusco, 
Peru, from June 30th to July 9th, 2013, please 
contact Fr. Michael Sequeira, retired priest in the 
Diocese of Norwich, CT: punchamar@snet.net or 
call 860-304-4588. Cost and conditions apply. This 
is the 7th group going to Cusco. Act now!  
 

SPIRIT LAUNCHED The Diocese of Norwich is 
launching “SPIRIT” – Saint Patrick Cathedral is 
Restored in Tradition – to ensure 
the restoration project, begun at 
the Cathedral in 2010, is 
completed. “Life of Christ” ceiling 
murals and extensive interior 
paint enhancement will bring 
the Cathedral back to its 
original grandeur.  To do this, 
we will need Diocesan-wide support.  St. Patrick’s 
serves as our Mother Church and welcomes all 
parishioners of our diocese.  We pray that you will 
strongly consider making a contribution towards 
preserving our treasured Cathedral.  Details on 
SPIRIT can be found at www.stpatsnorwich.org or 
call (860) 886-1928.  Thank you for supporting 
SPIRIT! 
 

 HOLY FAMILY RETREAT CENTER 
Women’s Retreat Weekends: January 25-27, 
March 1-3, May 31- June 2 
Holy Family’s retreat team invites you to experience 
a transformative weekend retreat with A Season of 
Promise. “For everything there is a season and a 
time for everything under heaven.” The practical 
wisdom from the Book of Ecclesiastes and the 
natural rhythm of the four seasons provide insight 
into how we can grow in resilience and cultivate 
peace when we learn to trust the ancient promise—
that no matter how life may challenge us and 
regardless of circumstance, God will be present 
stirring us to growth, love, and newness of life. The 
retreat begins with a buffet dinner Friday from 6 to 8 
p.m. and ends with brunch at noon on Sunday. Visit 
our website to register www.holyfamilyretreat.org 
 

January 30, 2013 - Day & Evening Retreat -
 Prayer and Presence with Sr. Colette Hanlon, 
S.C. 
How often do you wonder about your prayer life, 
your capacity for growing intimate with God and 
question whether you are praying “right”? During our 
time together we will consider how we move from 
scatteredness to centeredness. In doing so we will 
remember the wisdom of our early learnings about 
prayerfulness and give thought to ways in which we 
might continue the conversation and collectedness 
which can lead us to peacefulness. Register online 
atwww.holyfamilyretreat.org Offering: $35 (meal 
included) 
 

February 8-10, 2013 - College Weekend 
Retreat  We understand that the hectic pace of 
college can often leave college students with the 
need to rest and reflect in a sacred space.  We 
invite college students to join us for a weekend 
retreat.  On this retreat, we explore the retreat 
season theme as well as offer a variety of 
workshops to strengthen the faith of college 
students through learning and small-group 
discussion.  The retreat is centered on the liturgy of 
the Church and enhancing the experience of 
community among college students. Retreat begins 
on Friday with a buffet dinner and ends around 
Noon on Sunday. Register online 
at www.holyfamilyretreat.org Offering $75. 
Register online at www.holyfamilyretreat.org or 
send name, address and offering to:  
Holy Family Passionist Retreat Center 
303 Tunxis Road 
West Hartford, CT 06107  
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   MOST REVEREND 

   MICHAEL R. COTE, D.D.       January 4, 2013 
 

My dear sisters and brothers in Christ, 
 

This January 22, 2013 marks the 40
th
 anniversary of the Roe v. Wade Supreme Court 

decision. The number 40 in the bible is a significant number. Moses spent 40 days and 40 
nights on the mountain, the Israelites spent 40 years wandering in the desert, and Jesus spent 
40 days in the desert before beginning his ministry. The number 40 always represents a time of 
testing, trial or probation which ends with a period of restoration revival or renewal. Although 
the attacks on life are increasing every day, the Christian response, particularly in this year of 
Faith, is one of hope.  

In his encyclical, Evangelium Vitae, The Gospel of Life, Pope John Paul II, in keeping 
with the apostolic tradition of the church teaches that “abortion and euthanasia are thus crimes 
which no human law can claim to legitimize. There is no obligation in conscience to obey such 
laws; instead there is a grave and clear obligation to oppose them by conscientious objection. 
From the very beginnings of the Church, the apostolic preaching reminded Christians of their 
duty to obey legitimately constituted public authorities (Rom 13:7 1 Pt 2: 13-14), but at the 
same time it firmly warned that ‘we must obey God rather than men.’ (Acts 5:29)” This is all the 
more reason why it is necessary to give public witness to our faith. 

Recent developments in our country such as the Affordable Care Act HHS mandate 
make it ever more urgent that we be vigilant in defending our religious liberties. How prophetic 
were the words of Pope Paul VI who in Humane Vitae stated “Let it be considered also that a 
dangerous weapon would thus be placed in the hands of those public authorities who take no 
heed of moral exigencies. Who could blame a government for applying to the solution of the 
problems of the community those means acknowledged to be licit for married couples in the 
solution of a family problem? Who will stop rulers from favoring, from even imposing upon their 
peoples, if they were to consider it necessary, the method of contraception which they judge to 
be most efficacious?” What now happens is that couples are “at the mercy of the intervention 
of public authorities (in) the most personal and reserved sector of conjugal intimacy.” 

How are we to respond? Blessed John Paul II reminds us in The Gospel of Life, “For this 
to happen, we need first of all to foster, in ourselves and in others, a contemplative outlook.  
Such an outlook arises from faith in the God of life, who has created every individual as a 
‘wonder’ (Ps 139:14)….It is time for all of us to adopt this outlook, and with deep religious awe 
to rediscover the ability to revere and honor every person, as Paul VI invited us to do in one of 
his first Christmas messages. Inspired by this contemplative outlook, the new people of the 
redeemed cannot but respond with songs of joy, praise and thanksgiving for the priceless gift 
of life, for the mystery of every individual’s call to share through Christ in the life of grace and in 
an existence of unending communion with God our Creator and Father.”  

After 40 years we pray for restoration, revival, and renewal in creating a culture of life.  
       

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

      
      Bishop of Norwich     
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           MOST REVEREND 
       MICHAEL R. COTE, D.D.      

 
      December 18, 2012 
 
 
Oh God, Father of all Mercies/ Open the hearts of your children/ That they may discern 
Your Holy Will. 

 
My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
 The Diocese of Norwich will join in a nationwide celebration of National Vocation 
Awareness Week, January 13th through the 19th, 2013. 
 
 We are fortunate to celebrate this occasion during The Year of Faith, a time for us to 
embrace the New Evangelization.  Vocations to the priesthood, diaconate and consecrated 
life provide the opportunity to spread the joy of our faith to those waiting to receive and be 
lifted by the Good News of the Gospel.  It is a time of missionary vision and energy.  A time 
to pray and encourage young men and women in our families, schools and parishes to 
discern God’s call.   
 
 For those parents, who have been blessed with children, you are the primary 
educators of your children. Each of you has an important responsibility to teach, assist and 
pray for your sons and daughters to understand that they are created by our Heavenly 
Father with a distinct purpose or vocation in this life.  It is through thoughtful discovery of 
this purpose that each of us is better able to experience the peace and happiness that our 
loving Father wants for us.  
 
 I pray also for our sons and daughters living in single parent homes that they may 
receive the fullest possible gift of encouragement both inside the family and from their 
community. We must all be conscious of recognizing future priests among us and 
proactively encouraging them.  
 
 This past year, we lost two faithful priests to eternal rest.  Father Joseph Nichols died 
peacefully in March after serving the diocese for so many years, most recently at the 
Cathedral of St. Patrick. We also lost Reverend Thomas Plathottam, Pastor at Saint Luke 
Parish in Ellington, who died shortly after starting a well-earned sabbatical. Please pray for 
these fine priests.   
 
 During the special week in January dedicated to Vocations, I ask each of you to join 
me in joyful thanksgiving for the responses of five additional men who joined our diocesan 
family as seminarians this past year. We now have nine men who are preparing for 
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priesthood. With a grateful heart, I continue to ask our Heavenly Father to send more 
laborers to this part of His vineyard. Please during this Year of Faith join me at one of our 
monthly Holy Hours for Vocations. It is a great opportunity to thank God for our present 
priests, and to entreat the harvest master to send us good and faithful men who are willing 
to dedicate themselves as parish priests to the well-being of the many grateful souls in the 
Diocese of Norwich.  
 
 Finally, I ask for your kind thoughts and prayers for the success of the new 
permanent diaconate program. This past June 9, 2012, on the feast of Saint Ephrem, I 
restored the program in my pastoral letter, Diakonia: Instrument of God’s Own Charity. 
Please pray for the men who have recently begun to respond to God’s call to this vocation 
and for all those to follow.  
 
 In prayer, we beseech you, Heavenly Father to Teach all your faithful to follow their 
respective paths in life guided by Your Divine Word and Truth. 
 
 All God’s blessings throughout the New Year,  
 
      Sincerely yours in Christ, 

      
      Bishop of Norwich 
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The Year of Faith 
 

My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

 On October 11, 2011, our Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI, issued an Apostolic Letter entitled, Porta 

Fidei, (The Door of Faith).  In this letter, the Holy Father announced a Year of Faith, beginning on October 

11, 2012, the Fiftieth Anniversary of the opening of the Second Vatican Council, and the Twentieth 

Anniversary of the publication of the Catechism of the Catholic Church.  The Year of Faith will conclude on 

the Solemnity of Christ the King, November 24, 2013. 

 

 The Pope also noted that the theme of the General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops convoked by 

the Holy Father, for October 2012, is “The New Evangelization for the Transmission of the Christian Faith.“  

The Holy Father commented that this year of grace will “usher the whole Church into a time of reflection and 

rediscovery of faith. “ The door of faith is our entry into a life of communion with God and His Church.  

 

 In the Diocese of Norwich, we join with the Church Universal in this special observance to 

experience anew the joy of believing. Our first observance will be a Diocesan Pilgrimage to the Holy Land, 

October 9-19, 2012.  During the Year of Faith, we will also celebrate two Jubilees: on August 6, 2013, the 

Sixtieth Anniversary of our establishment as a Diocese by our late Holy Father, Pope Pius XII, and, on May 

14, 2013, the Tenth Anniversary of my Installation as Bishop of Norwich.  Our diocesan theme for these 

special observances is Sixty Years of Faith with Charity and Love. 

 

 With the Year of Faith, these Jubilees will be observed in a diocesan celebration on July 27, 2013, at 

10:30 a.m., in the Cathedral of Saint Patrick.  Since early spring 2012, a committee of Diocesan Personnel 

has been at work on these observances. It is my hope that the various activities being planned, will give 

vibrant witness to the faith we embrace and the Lord, whom we love. 

 

 Gifted by God with faith, we must witness to the joy of believing.  We need to take time to renew that 

joy by rediscovering the importance and centrality of our faith and by living it in the words and deeds of our 

lives.  To help us achieve that goal, the Holy Father calls on us to celebrate and to profess our faith in our 

Cathedral and Churches and in our homes and families so all will know our faith better and pass on this 

timeless gift to future generations.  This special year must reawaken in us the desire to profess the faith, and 

to “rediscover the content of our faith that is professed, celebrated, lived and prayed.”  This is our task! The 

Church provides us with so many ways to help us to fulfill it: the recitation of the Creed, the Celebration of 

the Eucharist, the study of the Catechism of the Catholic Church, and praying the Liturgy of the Hours and 

the World Mission Rosary.  

 

 

 

 



 In his Apostolic Letter, the Pope calls on us to intensify our witness to charity.  “Faith without charity 

bears no fruit . . . Faith and charity each requires the other in such a way that each allows the other to set out 

along its respective path…. ‘as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it for me’.” (Mt 

25:40) 

 

 “Let us entrust this time of grace to the Mother of God, proclaimed, ‘blessed because she believed’.” 

(Lk 1:45)  May the words of the Creed take on new meaning as our profession of all that we believe in and 

all that we are as Roman Catholics, true disciples of the Lord and sons and daughters of our Heavenly 

Father! The door of faith is open waiting to usher us into a deeper communion with God and His Church.  

Let us open the door to our hearts to receive the gift of faith and continue the journey of faith in a spirit of 

joy and thanksgiving.  May our Sunday Liturgies be opportunities to cross the threshold of this Year of Faith 

by renewing the joy of believing and instilling in the faithful thanksgiving for God’s great gift of faith. 

 

While there will be diocesan and deanery observances of this great year of grace, I urge all parishes to 

hold their own celebrations of the Year of Faith and our great Jubilees.   With this pastoral, a list of activities 

is attached to accommodate our parishes and deaneries in planning events to observe this great year of grace.  

Also, please continue to check the Vatican Website:  www.annusfidei.va, the Diocesan Website: Norwich 

Diocesan Website: www.norwichdiocese.org, and the Norwich Diocesan Newspaper: Four County Catholic, 

for more information about the Year of Faith. 

 

“To enter through that door (of faith) is to set out on a journey that lasts a lifetime.” 

 

      Sincerely yours in Christ, 

      
      Bishop of Norwich 

 

N.B.  Except for Sacred Scripture and a quotation from the Holy Father’s address to the Roman Curia, 

December 22, 2005, all quotations are taken from the Apostolic Letter, Porta Fidei. 
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