
JULY 15, 2012 
FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN  

ORDINARY TIME 

†Masses and Intentions† 
 
 

Sat July 14,  Wedding 11:00 a.m. St. Philip 
Pam Bartok & James Harakaly 

Sat  Confession prior to Sat 4:30 Mass 
Sat    July 14,     4:30 p.m. Mass at St. Philip 
† Chuck Doughty by John & Caroline Doughty  
† Edward Jaskulka, 11 years, by Deren & Dave Dagon 
Sun   July 15,     9:00 a.m. Mass at St. Jude 

Happy 75th Birthday to Roger Bowen  

from his Family 
Sun   July 15,   11:00 a.m. Mass at St. Philip 
† Louis J. & Louis H. Pivonka by their family 
 

Mon July 16,    8:00 a.m. Mass at St. Jude 
Mon July 16,    6:00 p.m. Mass at St. Philips 
Tue July 17,    8:00 a.m. Mass at St. Jude 
Tue July 17,    6:00 p.m. Mass at St. Philips 
Wed July 18,    No Mass 
Fri    July 20,    No Mass and No Adoration 
 

Sat  Confession prior to Sat 4:30 Mass  
Sat    July 21,     4:30 p.m. Mass at St. Philip 
† Max Pudelkewicz, 1st Anniv. by The Phillips Family 
† Mortimer Guiney, by John Manning 
† Ann Reynolds, 7th Anniv. by John Reynolds & Family 
Sun   July 22,     9:00 a.m. Mass at St. Jude 
Sun   July 22,   11:00 a.m. Mass at St. Philip 
† Frank & Tomasina Aiello and Maria Stella Aiello  

by The Bergeron family 
 

FOUR OFFERING OF THANKS TO GOD LAST WEEK 

 St. Philip Weekly Offering  $ 2,820.00 
 St. Jude Weekly Offering  $ 1,285.00 

 

ATTENDANCE LAST WEEKEND 

Saturday 4:30 pm St. Philip      07/07/12   90   
Sunday   9:00 am St. Jude       07/08/12 118 
Sunday 11:00 am St. Philip      07/08/12 132 
Total: 340 

 

STEWARDSHIP  INSERT “He instructed them to take 
nothing for the journey but a walking stick – no food, 
no sack, no money in their belts.” (Mark 6:8). How 
different we are from the Apostles who took nothing 
when they ventured out to serve God.  Today, we 
make our journey through life more difficult because 
of all the material baggage that we drag along.  Yet, 
the more we can let go of, the freer we are to serve 
God with love and joy. 
 
 

PRAYER LIST: Caroline Doughty, Bruce Beaudoin, 
George Ference, Billy Grylls, Noah Dionne, Msgr. 
Robert Brown, Chancellor of our Diocese, Fr 
Thomas J. Smith, Kathy Ringuette, Dom & Carol 
Palombo. 
 

PARISH MEETINGS 
Parish Council: Tue, July 17, 7pm, St. Philip Center. 
Finance Committee: Tue, Aug 7, 7pm, Rectory.  
Knights of Columbus: Tue, Aug 14, 7pm, St. Philip Ctr. 
Ladies Group: Thurs, Aug 23, 6:30pm, St. Philip Ctr.  

 
 

ALTAR SERVERS AT ST. PHILIP AND ST. JUDE 
We have a great need for more altar 
servers, especially with so many 
people away on vacation.  If you 
have never served ~ now is a good 
time to start.  We will have an 
informational meeting for those 

interested.  Please call the office: 860-429-2860. 
 

ATTN: ST. PHILIP GARDENERS:  Anybody who 
wants to help beautify our church grounds is 
welcome to join the work crew on Tuesday mornings 
about 9 o’clock. Just bring your gardening tools. We 
won’t work in rainy weather. 
 

SAVE THE DATE!! Our Parish picnic 
will be on Sunday, September 9th at St. 
Jude’s starting at Noon. 
 

DISCOVER  NATURAL  FAMILY  PLANNING! 
NFP Awareness Week July 22-28. NFP is 
scientifically sound, helps with fertility problems, 
easily learned and 99% effective for responsibly 
timing conception.  It is a loving and safe alternative 
to dangerous chemicals, devices and synthetic 
hormones with serious side-effects. NFP couples 
have very successful marriages because NFP 
respects the love and life-giving nature of marriage 
and enriches the bond between husband and wife. 
The average divorce rate in our country is >50% but 
less than 4% for couples using NFP! Read more at 
foryourmarriage.org.  Classes and home study are 
available. Attend a Presentation on Friday, July 
27th at 8pm at Our Lady of Lourdes, Gales Ferry. 
Questions? Call: Susan Williams, Office of Family 
Life, 860-889-8346 x 283. 
 
 

DEFENDING OUR RELIGIOUS LIBERTY  
There are 22 federal court cases filed by 43 
individuals and Catholic organizations against the 
federal HHS mandate that will require religious 
organizations to pay for surgical sterilizations, 
contraception and prescriptions that will induce 
abortions. In addition, the US Conference of 
Catholic Bishops continues to speak out against the 
mandate. If you haven’t already, please contact the 
offices of your Congressional Representatives and 
US Senators to express your opposition to the 
federal HHS mandate. For addresses and phones 
numbers, please visit: www.ctcatholic.org or 
www.norwichdiocese.org. 

http://www.ctcatholic.org/


My brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 As you are likely aware, the United States 
Supreme Court issued its decision upholding the 
provision of the Affordable Care Act (ACA). The 
Conference of Bishops has issued a press release 
(http://www.usccb.org/news/2012/12-119.cfm) with a 
renewed plea to Congress and the Administration to fix 
the moral problems that prompted the Conference of 
Bishops to oppose the ACA. 
 These problems include, among others, the lack 
of adequate conscience protection, which has found 
expression in HHS’s mandate to cover sterilization and 
contraception, including abortion-inducing drugs.  
Because this mandate remains in place after the court’s 
ruling, our struggle against it continues unabated.  That 
means, among other things, that the various lawsuits 
against the mandate will continue and, indeed, take on 
event greater importance. 
 It is also all the more important that we all 
become engaged to the greatest extent possible in this 
cause.  To this end, the Conference of Bishops recently 
began a text message campaign.  Supporters of religious 
liberty can text “Freedom” (for English) or “Libertad” (for 
Spanish) to 377377 on their cell phones to receive 
updates on religious liberty.  I encourage you to make 
use of this vehicle and to continue your prayer and action 
for religious liberty. 
 With every best wish, I am    
 Sincerely yours in Christ, 

  Michael R. Cote,  Bishop of Norwich 
 

DAY OF RECOLLECTION, St. Edmund’s Retreat  
Mystic, Ct. Wed, July 25, 2012, 10 AM – 3:30 PM  
‘MAKE YOUR TREASURE IN GOD’S LOVE"  
w/Fr. John Burchill, OP. This day of reflection will 
explore the central truth of our relationship with God. 
"In this is love, not that we have loved God but that 
He loved us and sent His Son as expiation for our 
sins." (1 John 4:10) Includes 2 conferences, Mass, 
Reconciliation, time to explore the Island and a hot 
lunch. Call 860-536-0565 to register. $35 /Person 
 

SACRED PASSION: A MARRIED COUPLES RETREAT 

A get away weekend to remember!  Sept 21-23.  
This weekend is designed to renew and rejuvenate 
your relationship as a married couple, providing an 
opportunity to deepen your relationship with each 
other and with God. The weekend is facilitated by 
three married couples and an Oblate priest and is 
sponsored by the Immaculata Retreat House, 
Willimantic, CT.  To register or for information, 
please contact David and Elizabeth Eddy, 860-462-
6719, send an email to eddyop@gmail.com or 
contact the Immaculata Retreat House at 860-423-
8484.  You may also register online at 
immaculataretreat.org. 
 

Please note: ST. PHILIP’S CRAFT FAIR will be 
Dec 1st.  Mark the date!  

PARISH CELEBRATIONS: 
Weddings: Gabriel Sullivan and Lisa 
Carusillo June 30, 2012 
Michael Bergeron and Nora Claus, July 
6, 2012 

 

Baptism: Cam Robert Bibeault, 
July 8, 2012 

 
 

GOLFERS: Catholic Charities, Diocese of 
Norwich 7th Annual Golf Tournament Wed, Sept 
19th at Fox Hopyard in E. Haddam. Most Rev. 
Bishop Michael R. Cote will attend. Registration 
begins at 11am, with a scramble format and a 
shotgun start. The fee is $175/golfer for 18 holes, a 
BBQ lunch and prizes and raffles. An excellent 
opportunity for a great round of golf at a premier 
course while assisting the works of Catholic 
Charities in our diocese. For info and applications 
contact Marek Kukulka at 860-889-8346 ext. 267. 
 
 
 
 

On Thursday morning, early, as in 
6:00 a.m. I will be flying out to Denver to 
officiate at Fred and Laura Lankford's 
son's wedding. I will do some Masses and 
also a baptism during one of the Sunday Masses. 
The pastor is letting me stay at the rectory and I am 
glad to help out in any way I can. I will return on 
Tuesday afternoon.  In my absence, Father Bill 
Rowland, SM, will be saying Mass on July 21st & 
22nd.  We will need some parishioners to host him 
for dinner that weekend while I am gone. 

Church Hall Update. Our next step is to 
have a contractor "open up" two areas to inspect 
any damage to the supporting wooden beams. After 
that we will develop a battle plan to fix them. Then 
comes the roof. Already we have different opinions 
on how to proceed and we will eventually decide on 
one. Right now the church floor and painting of the 
hall is on hold until we get the structural problems 
fixed. Our hall is so important that we must maintain 
it as best we can, since we use it so often. 

This coming week work will begin on the front 
of the Church. Hopefully it will be done within two 
weeks. We are also looking to get the windows fixed 
and also the cement walkway on the north side of 
the church redone. Right now it presents a number 
of safety issues. 

CCD News. We have cleaned out the CCD 
storage room ....... sooooo much stuff. I am hoping 
that all the teachers can go through what we have 
placed on tables and decide what is necessary 
to keep and what can be discarded. The time frame 
to compete this is two weeks… (by July 28th)!! 

Father Kennedy 

http://www.usccb.org/news/2012/12-119.cfm
mailto:eddyop@gmail.com


ARGIA SUNSET CRUISES – 2012 
EVENING OF SPIRITUAL REFLECTION 
Mondays: July 9, 16, 23, 30 & August 6, 13, 20. 
Evenings of reflection onboard the 81 ft. schooner 
ARGIA. St. Edmund’s Retreat directors host the 
cruises, lead with evening prayer and offer spiritual 
reflection.  A boxed supper will be served.   
Departure 15 Holmes St. in Mystic.  You must be at 
the dock by 5:15 PM, ARGIA returns to dock at 7:40 
PM.  COST: $40 per person.   
Group rates are available for 35 or more attendees. 
You must be registered by Noon on the day of the 
sail.  ARGIA sails rain or shine. 
Please call St. Edmund’s Retreat for reservations 
860-536-0565 

 

JOB OPENINGS: Development Coordinator for 
Catholic Charities to organize all aspects of 
fundraising and development efforts in concert with 
the agencies mission and strategic plan. Position 
reports to the Executive Director of Development for 
the Diocese of Norwich.  The Development 
Coordinator will be responsible for planning, 
organizing and implementing fundraising initiatives, 
events and annual giving / major gifts programs. 
Submit a cover letter including salary requirements, 
resume, and names of three references to: Diocese 
of Norwich Development Office, Development 
Coordinator, 197 Broadway, Norwich, CT 06360 
 

Catholic Charities Position Available: Primary 
Service Manager for DSS grant funded, 
Empowering People for Success Program (EPS). 
Applicant will provide outreach, case management, 
and advocacy for home based families with barriers 
to employment. BA/BS in a human service field with 
two years relevant experience.  Office based in 
Willimantic. Extensive travel required. Bilingual 
preferred. Send resume to Search Committee, 
Catholic Charities, Diocese of Norwich, 331 Main 
Street, Norwich CT 06360. 
 

Catholic Charities Clinician Position Available ~ 
Therapist-Licensed preferred, Clinician for Outpatient 
Adolescent Substance Abuse Treatment Programs. 
25 hrs/wk. with potential for full-time. LADC licensure 
supervision available; benefits. Catholic Charities 
Clinic Search Committee, 331 Main St. Norwich, CT 
06360. 
 

ATTENTION CATHOLIC SINGLES 

The Catholic Alumni Club Int’l is looking to expand 
into the Norwich diocese.  We provide a group 
dedicated to social, cultural, civic and spiritual 
relationships in a Catholic setting. For more info, 
please check out the following site or contact Steve 
at valksr@yahoo.com or www.caci.org. 

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER  
By offering Married Couples the beautiful 
experience of a Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter Weekend, the Catholic Church is 
affirming and supporting you in your chosen 

vocation – Marriage. Take advantage of this great gift 
to enhance your relationship and enjoy a love-filled 
weekend away together. For info or to register for an 
upcoming weekend, call Joe and Jane Staszowski at 
(860) 644-7260 or meweekend@gmail.com or visit 
www.wwme.org.   
 

ENGAGED ENCOUNTER WEEKEND  ~ One of the 
most important parts of your wedding planning is 

your marriage preparation program.  
Engaged Encounter is a weekend-long 
program and meets all the aspects of 
marriage preparation required by the 
Diocese. Visit www.engagedencounter.org. 

 

RACHEL’S VINEYARD RETREAT WEEKENDS   
If you are silently grieving after an abortion; 
healing, forgiveness and peace can begin with a 
Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat. Retreat July 20-22 
in Stockbridge, MA call: Claire at 413-452-0661. 
Rachel’s Vineyard Website:  
www.rachelsvineyard.org. “Project Rachel” is 
also a Diocesan outreach for anyone in need of 
healing. Priests in “Project Rachel” can help you 
through healing and forgiveness. Call 860-889-
8346 ext. 283 or 800-554-5173.  All inquiries are 
confidential. 
 

MARRIAGE BUILDING AND REPAIR: 
Retrouvaille provides tools to heal, re-establish 
communication, and gain new insight into your 
marriage. A series of 6 sessions follows the 
weekend phase. Couples come to Retrouvaille, 
which is Catholic in origin but open to all, with a 
sincere desire to repair and build a stable, loving 
marriage. Website www.retrouvaille.org. 
 

NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING CLASSES ~ (NFP) 
is scientifically sound, helps with fertility problems, is 
easily learned and 99% effective for conceiving or 
responsibly postponing a baby.  NFP is your loving 
and safe alternative to dangerous chemicals, 
devices, synthetic hormones and side-effects of 
contraception and birth control. Find out why NFP 
couples have very successful marriages.  NFP class 
for married and engaged couples is 3- part monthly. 
A class begins on Wednesday, Aug. 1st at 6pm in 
Westerly, RI, call the Bliers at 401-596-9582. 
A class begins Saturday, Aug. 18th at 2pm at Our 
Lady of Lourdes, Gales Ferry, call the Schantz’s at 
860-464-1184. To register for a NFP class go to 

www.ccli.org . For info call Susan Williams, Office of 
Family Life, at 860-889-8346 ext. 283. 

http://us.mc839.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=valksr@yahoo.com
http://www.caci.org/
mailto:meweekend@gmail.com
http://www.wwme.org/
http://www.engagedencounter.org/
http://www.rachelsvineyard.org/
http://www.retrouvaille.org/
http://www.ccli.org/


Marriage Prep Class for Engaged Couples 
“God’s Plan for a Joy-filled Marriage” offered by the 
Office of Family Life. To register for the 4-session 
class please call 860-889-8346 ext.283.  
Fri. Oct. 5, 12, 19, 26, 2012 6:30pm-8:45pm 
At St. Joseph Church Hall, 11 Baltic Rd., Occum 
Cost:    $50.00 per couple 
 
A Parent’s Guide: Teaching the Truth and 
Meaning of Human Sexuality. A DVD is 
available for you to purchase from 
www.catholicparents.org it has been featured on 
EWTN and is based on the 1995 document by 
the Pontifical Council for the Family ‘The Truth 
and Meaning of Human Sexuality”. This entire 
document can be read on the EWTN website on 
libraries. The document and DVD is on target for 
our present time and age appropriate on when, 
how and what to say to your children. For info 
call Family Life Office at 860-889-8346 ext. 283.  
 

BEREAVEMENT AND GRIEF SUPPORT GROUPS 
Bereavement support offered at Catholic Charities 
offices, call 860-889-8346 ext.260 for information. 
For additional bereavement support in the diocese 
call the Family Life Office at 860-889-8346 ext. 283. 
www.bereavedparentsusa.org ~ A support group 
for parents and siblings grieving the loss of a child. 
Meets at St. John’s, Cromwell call 860-632-1040. At 
St. Anne’s, Sturbridge, MA call 508-764-6170. 
www.compassionatefriends.org  ~ A support 
group for parents and siblings grieving the loss of a 
child. Check website for meeting locations 
throughout the diocese. 
www.marysplacect.org  ~ A center in Windsor, CT 
supports children, teens and adults in their grieving 
of family members. 
 
MEMORIAL MASSES: To remember your loved 
ones in Memorial Masses please call the office or 
stop in. Let us know if you’d like a yearly Mass 
offered. 
 

SHARE YOUR JOY!  
If you or a loved one are celebrating a special event 
let us know so we can celebrate with you. 
 

Where are our shut-ins?  Please call the rectory if 

you have a loved one in the hospital 

or in a nursing home so we can visit, 

bring the Eucharist and keep in touch.   
 

Do you or someone you know need a 
Prayer Shawl? Contact: Carolann 
Hernberg: 860- 487-0449 or 
chernberg01@snet.net. 

REGISTRATION: If you are new to our parish or  
your registration is not current, please fill in a form 
with up-to-date information. Also, your pledge and 
use of the parish envelopes helps us plan our 
budget and provides you with a tax record. 
 

THE CATHOLIC TOUR (877-627-4868) Pilgrimage 
to Rome for the Opening of our Holy Father’s 
proclaimed “Year of Faith” plus a Mediterranean 
Cruise Oct 9-21. jimadair@theCatholicTour.com. 
 
RETREAT OPPORTUNITIES: 

Immaculate Conception Spiritual Renewal 
Center, Putnam, CT:  
www.ImmaculateConceptionSite.org. 
 

Immaculata Retreat House, Willimantic, CT: 
www.immaculataretreat.org. 
 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend: 
www.wwme.org.  
 

Divorcing and/or resolving child custody 
issues? Many parents are concerned about the 
effects of divorce, separation or family disruption on 
their children. Catholic Charities offers ongoing, 
monthly one day PARENTING EDUCATION 
CLASSES in Norwich, Rockville and Middletown. 
Catholic Charities also offers a monthly 2- part 
Spanish/bilingual parenting education class in 
Willimantic. Attendance at both sessions in the 
Willimantic class is required for the certificate of 
completion. Fees are determined by the State of CT. 
Please call toll free 1-866-883-1624 ext. 263 for 
registration and class locations and dates.   
We would like to start a Cemetery Committee to 
maintain and beautify our cemetery. If you are able 
to help out, please call the office. 
 

FREE ONGOING FORECLOSURE PREVENTION 
AND 8 HOUR HOME BUYERS EDUCATION 
CLASSES are being offered by Catholic Charities in 
Norwich, New London and Plainfield locations. Do 
you need help with purchasing a home or falling 
behind on mortgage payments? Need help with 
budgeting or filling out applications for EMAP? All 
services are provided free at Catholic Charities, a 
HUD approved Counseling Agency. For details call 
860-889-8346 ext.271.    
 

Emergency Mobile Psychiatric Services (EMPS) 
works with children from birth to age 18 and their 
families to help provide support when a child is in 
crisis.  For more information about this program visit 
the website: www.chrhealth.org or contact: 
Rebecca Marcotte, MA, EMPS-NE Clinician  
Community Health Resources, 7B Ledgebrook Dr, 
Mansfield, CT 06250, 860-456-0038 x233. 

http://www.catholicparents.org/
http://www.bereavedparentsusa.org/
http://www.compassionatefriends.org/
http://www.marysplacect.org/
http://us.mc839.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=chernberg01@snet.net
mailto:jimadair@theCatholicTour.com
http://www.immaculateconceptionsite.org/
http://www.immaculataretreat.org/
http://www.wwe.org/
http://www.chrhealth.org/


Interested in learning about Adoption?  Catholic 
Charities provides services for all members of the 
adoption triad:  infant adoption placements, 
domestic and international home studies and 
adoption searches. Contact our Adoption 
Coordinator at: 860-889-8346 ext.282  
or susansedensky@ccfsn.org for more info. 
 

SHOW YOUR SUPPORT FOR LIFE! 
“Choose Life” License Plates 
with smiling faces are promoting 
adoptions and traveling 
everywhere as a witness to Life 
and Love. Give a gift that keeps on giving, it’s so 
easy! Go to www.fund-adoption.org for info or to 
download an application form. The license plate 
helps fund agencies such as Catholic Charities. 
 

THE SILVER AND GOLD JUBILEE 
ANNIVERSARY MASS 

Sunday, October 21, 2012 -- 2:00p.m. 
Inviting all couples married 25 & 50 years, and any 
significant anniversary year, in renewal of your 
wedding vows at the Pontifical Mass celebrated by 
Bishop Michael R. Cote at the Cathedral of St. 
Patrick.  For information call Susan Williams at 860-
889-8346 ext. 283.  Office of Family Life/Catholic 
Charities. 
 

RECRUITMENT FOR PRISON MINISTRY 
A training program, “Gift of Grace” has been 
developed for those interested in prison ministry. 
Bishop Hines Conference Room, 201 Broadway, 
Norwich, CT 06360. Saturdays, Sept 15, Oct 20, 
Nov 3, Dec 2, 2012. Pre-registration is required. 
Parish teams are encouraged. There is a particular 
need for people who are bi-lingual in English & 
Spanish.  For more information, please contact 
Sheree Antoch at the Prison Ministry Office 860-
848-2237 x 211 or prison@norwichdiocese.net. 
 
Eucharistic Adoration: Two adorers are needed  

each hour after Mass on Fridays at St. Philip 9am 
to 5:50pm. Please call Sandra Mullarkey: 860-

429-0322. We need people who can 
commit to one hour, as well as people able 
to substitute when necessary. All 
parishioners from St. Philip and St. Jude 

are invited. 
 
OUR LOCAL FOOD BANKS are in need of the 

following: peanut butter, jelly, jam, cold 
cereal, pasta sauce, rice, canned meat 
and noodles or any canned or dry 
goods you are able to offer. Thank you 

for your donations and support. 

CATHOLIC BIBLE STUDY: The Archdiocese of 
Hartford provides an opportunity for adults to know, 
love, and live scripture more deeply through an 
intensive Bible Study from a Catholic perspective. 
Study every book of the Bible in four years! (Commit 
only to one year at a time.) Applications are due 
August 15 and classes begin in early September on 
Wednesday evenings St. Bridget Parish in 
Manchester. For more information, contact Cheryl 
Kasek at 860-646-1996, check the website 
(www.orehartford.org/cbs.htm) or call Jill or BJ at 
the Office of Religious Ed. (860-243-9465).  
 
2012 ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL We are still in 

the midst of our 2012 Annual Catholic 
Appeal drive. To date: St. Philip has 
pledged $13,588 or 75% of the 
diocesan goal: St. Jude has 

pledged $8,974 or 84% of goal.   
 
 LIGHTHOUSE CATHOLIC CDS: There are new 

CDs with good Catholic teaching and 
some excellent testimonies of 
individuals and their faith walk.  Thank 
you for all your donations, they help to 
keep the program going. If you have 

questions or requests contact Donna Vertefeuille at 
860-429-4508 or email donna@vertefeuille.org. 
 

26th ANNUAL RUMMAGE SALE 
St Mary of the Immaculate 
Conception Church 70 W Main St, 

Baltic, CT will be holding its 26th Rummage Sale:  
Thurs July 26th  5-8pm; Fri, July 27th  9am-7:30pm 
Sat, July 28th  9am-2pm; Fri, Aug 3rd  10am-4pm 
Sat, Aug 4th 9am-2pm with last day bargains. 
Free admissions all days except Thursday 7/26 (fee 
is $10 for early-bird shopping!) For directions please 
call the rectory at (860) 822-6378. Thank you for 
your support. St. Mary’s is seeking donations for its 
rummage sale through July 22nd. Call 860-822-6378 
to arrange pickup of large items. 
 
 
 
 
  

http://thechildrenfirst.org/ctform.htm
mailto:susansedensky@ccfsn.org
http://www.fund-adoption.org/
mailto:prison@norwichdiocese.net
http://www.orehartford.org/cbs.htm
mailto:donna@vertefeuille.org


  

Diocese of Norwich 
Office of the Bishop 
     201 Broadway 

Norwich, Connecticut  06360 
   (860) 887-9294 

 

    MOST REVEREND 
   MICHAEL R. COTE, D.D.         

 
 

       
July 12, 2012 

 
 
 
My brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
 As you are likely aware, the United States Supreme Court issued its decision 
upholding the provision of the Affordable Care Act (ACA). The Conference of Bishops 
has issued a press release (http://www.usccb.org/news/2012/12-119.cfm) with a 
renewed plea to Congress and the Administration to fix the moral problems that 
prompted the Conference of Bishops to oppose the ACA. 
 
 These problems include, among others, the lack of adequate conscience 
protection, which has found expression in HHS’s mandate to cover sterilization and 
contraception, including abortion-inducing drugs.  Because this mandate remains in 
place after the court’s ruling, our struggle against it continues unabated.  That means, 
among other things, that the various lawsuits against the mandate will continue and, 
indeed, take on event greater importance. 
 
 It is also all the more important that we all become engaged to the greatest 
extent possible in this cause.  To this end, the Conference of Bishops recently began a 
text message campaign.  Supporters of religious liberty can text “Freedom” (for English) 
or “Libertad” (for Spanish) to 377377 on their cell phones to receive updates on religious 
liberty.  I encourage you to make use of this vehicle and to continue your prayer and 
action for religious liberty. 
 
 With every best wish, I am      
 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 
 
 
 
     Bishop of Norwich 

 

http://www.usccb.org/news/2012/12-119.cfm


 
 
 


